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Delhi court issues arrest 
warrant for Hafiz Saeed 
NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Saturday 
issued an arrest warrant for 
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e- 
Taiba chief and 26/11 Mumbai 
attack mastermind Hafiz 
Saeed in a money laundering 
case related to terror funding 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
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AAP names candidates 
for civic body bypolls 

NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party on 
Saturday announced its 
candidates for the upcoming 
by-election in five wards (two 
in North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation and three in the 
East Delhi Municipal 
Corporation). The bypolls will 
be held on February 28. The 
results will be announced on 
March 3. The last date of filing 
nominations is February 8. 
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A flower for every nail, pledge farmers at Ghazipur — 


~- Unions skip chakka jam in Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand to avert ‘attempts to defame movement’ 


JATIN ANAND 
GHAZIABAD 





“The government will plant 
nails and razor wires for us, 
we will plant flowers for it,” 
said Sukhjeet Singh, a farm- 
er, pointing to a group of 
men digging a patch of land 
near the coils of sharp con- 
certina wires placed as part 
of the several layers of barri- 
cading at the Ghazipur bor- 
der near Delhi. 

“We have already planted 
potatoes and sugarcane in 
two rows. This is all we know 
or can do. What they [the go- 
vernment] have done is their 
job; we farmers will do ours,” 
Mr. Singh said as some of the 
farmers squatted to plant 
flowers while others, at a lit- 


Farmers block roads, toll plazas 


peacefully to protest farm laws 


Three-hour chakka jam hits Punjab, Haryana most; scattered impact in other States 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 


The three-hour chakka jam, 
or road blockade protest, 
called by the protesting farm 
unions on Saturday went off 
smoothly, though close to 60 
people were detained at a so- 
lidarity protest site within 
Delhi. 

There were also reports 
from some unions of deten- 
tions in Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Telangana and 
Karnataka. 

With fears of Republic 
Day-style chaos and violence 
looming in the background, 
security forces stepped up 
deployment within the na- 
tional capital, and farm un- 
ions called off protests in Ut- 
tar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand. 

The call for the chakka 
jam was given by the joint 
front of protesting unions, 
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, 
which is trying to keep the 
movement’s momentum 








Listen to us: Women participating in large numbers in the chakka jam at the Madina toll plaza 
on National Highway-9 in Rohtak district of Haryana on Saturday. =SpeCIAL ARRANGEMENT 


alive after almost two-and-a- 
half months of camping by 
tens of thousands of farmers 
on the borders of Delhi. They 
are demanding a repeal of 
the three farm reform laws. 
“The real struggle has be- 





personnel at the Ghazipur border on Saturday. =SANDEEP SAXENA 


tle distance, patted the soil 
where they had sown vegeta- 
bles on Saturday afternoon. 
As the national chakka 
jam announced by farmers’ 
unions got under way el- 
sewhere, agitating farmers at 
Ghazipur announced they 
would give the government 


Apni Party dents Gupkar 
Alliance’s DDC prospects 


It won 2 Chairman posts with BJP help 


PEERZADA ASHIQ 
SRINAGAR 


The J&K Apni Party (JKAP), 
a new regional party floated 
post August 5, 2019 in Jam- 
mu and Kashmir, on Satur- 
day won two District Deve- 
lopment Council (DDC) 
Chairman posts with the 
help of the BJP, denting the 
prospects of the Gupkar Al- 
liance that had its eye on 
heading all 10 districts in the 
Valley. 

The JKAP, headed by 
former Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) Minister and le- 
gislator Altaf Bukhari, won 
the DDC Chairman polls in 





Srinagar and  Shopian 
districts. 
An official said JKAP can- 


didate Aftab Malik bagged 
10 out of 14 votes against 
three votes bagged by the 
Gupkar Alliance candidate 
Kaiser Ganai, also a member 
of the National Conference, 
in Srinagar, to win the Chair- 
man’s post. 


Independent support 

The JKAP had won three 
seats in the DDC polls, held 
in November-December last 
year, out of 14 in Srinagar 
district. It required the sup- 
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port of four more candi- 
dates to win the Chairman’s 
post. Sources said the BJP- 
backed Independent candi- 
dates also supported the 


JKAP. 


In south Kashmir’s Sho- 
pian, JKAP candidate Bil- 
qees Akhtar polled eight 
votes to win the Chairman’s 
post while the Gupkar Al- 
liance candidate secured 
only six votes. 

Sources said the JKAP 
candidate was short of one 
vote but a councillor from 
the Gupkar Alliance, which 
also won seven seats out of 
14 in Shopian, voted in fa- 
vour of the JKAP. 

Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) candidate Muham- 
mad Afzal Parray won the 
Chairman’s post in Kulgam. 
The CPI(M) is the part of the 
Gupkar Alliance, apart from 
the NC and the PDP. 

There are 20 districts in 


J&K, 10 each in the Kashmir 


region and the Jammu re- 
gion. Under the first ever 
DDC polls last year, each dis- 
trict was divided into 14 seg- 
ments and the elected can- 
didates are now in the 
process of electing District 
Chairpersons of 20 districts. 


D 


“a flower for every nail” ham- 
mered into the roads on Del- 
hi borders to keep the protes- 
ters from entering. “We are 
demanding our rightful due, 
not asking for something that 
doesn’t belong to us. The go- 
vernment will remember us 
long after we leave for stand- 





gun after January 26,” said 
Punjab Kisan Union presi- 
dent Ruldu Singh Mansa, ad- 
dressing a late night press 
conference at the Singhu 
border. 

“Today’s chakka jam was 


ing up to it despite every ob- 
stacle it has, and plans to, put 
in our way,” said Manveer 
Rathi, a farmer from Ambala. 


Stepped-up security 
Security arrangements at the 
protest site were stepped up 
on Saturday in view of the 
chakka jam. Razor wire fenc- 
ing was added to the initial 
layers of police barricades at 
road surface level, riot con- 
trol vehicles and a truck with 
an iron container were 
parked to stall a possible veh- 
icular advance towards Delhi 
on the flyover where the 
farmers have erected their 
stage. 

Bhartiya Kisan Union lead- 
er Rakesh Tikait said they 


meant to highlight three is- 
sues,” said Krantikari Kisan 
Union president Darshan Pal 
Singh. 
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had decided not to observe 
the chakka jam in Uttar Pra- 
desh and Uttarakhand be- 
cause of inputs that attempts 
would be made to defame 
the movement through indi- 
viduals indulging in violence 
in the garb of farmers at “at 
least five locations”. 

The farmer unions’ next 
agitation, he said, would fea- 
ture a rally up to the office of 
the National Green Tribunal, 
which is “seeking to bestow 
more profit on corporate 
houses by banning diesel 
vehicles — mainly tractors — 
which are over 10 years old”. 

Mr. Tikait issued an appeal 
to farmers across the country 
to bring a handful of soil to 
the movement. 
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NITI Aayog seeks to track 
impact of green verdicts 


Govt. think tank for an ‘economically responsible approach’ 


JACOB KOSHY 
NEW DELHI 


The NITI Aayog — the go- 





vernment’s apex think tank 
— has commissioned a study 


that seeks to examine the 
“unintended economic con- 
sequences” of judicial deci- 


sions that have hindered and 
stalled big-ticket projects on 


environmental grounds. 
A perusal of the docu- 


ment appears to suggest that 
judgments that negatively 


impact major infrastructure 


projects don’t adequately 


consider the economic fal- 


lout — in terms of loss of jobs 


and revenue. Doing so, it 
reckons, would contribute 


to public discourse among 


SPECIAL 


policymakers for promoting 


an “economically responsi- 
ble approach by judiciary” 
in its decisions. 


The project brief, a copy 
of which has been viewed by 


The Hindu, says that it in- 


Obstacle course 


Some projects/companies which have hit the hurdle 


MOPA AIRPORT, GOA 
The SC in 2019 sus- 
pended environmental 
clearance but lifted it 
in Jan. 2020 after imposing 
several conditions 


STERLITE COPPER, 
THOOTHUKUDI, T.N. 
The SC in Dec. rejected 
a proposal made by 
Vedanta to operate its closed 


copper plant. The Madras HC and 
the T.N. govt. had ordered the 


closure of the plant 


IRON ORE MINING, GOA 


> 
In 2018, the SC quashed —f 
oro"? 


88 mining leases for 
violation of mining 


procedures and asked the State 


govt. to issue fresh leases 


tends to examine five major 
projects that have been “im- 
pacted” by judicial decisions 
of the Supreme Court or the 
National Green Tribunal. 

It plans to do this by inter- 
viewing people who have 
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SAND MINING, 
UTTAR ie 
PRADESH 


The National 
Green Tribunal in 

2013 suspended sand 
mining operations 

and directed that 
environmental 
clearances be obtained 
from authorities 





CONSTRUCTION 
ACTIVITIES IN & EA 
AROUND DELHI [::] 


The NGT 

imposed a ban 

on construction 
activities but specific 
instances are not 
known 


been affected by the closure 
of the projects, environmen- 
tal campaigners, experts 
and assessing the business 
impact of closure. 
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PM lauds the judiciary for 
safeguarding people’ rights 


SC judge hails Modi as ‘popular, vibrant, visionary’ leader 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 





Prime Minister Narendra 


Modi on Saturday lauded the 
judiciary for safeguarding 
people’s rights and personal 
liberty even during the most 


challenging times and prior- 
itising national interests 
whenever the occasion de- 
manded. 


Releasing a postage stamp 
to mark the diamond jubilee 


of the Gujarat High Court, 
Mr. Modi said the Supreme 
Court had conducted the 
highest number of hearings 
via videoconference in the 
world during the pandemic. 
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Easy access: People browsing on their phones in Srinagar on Saturday, a day after high-speed mobile Internet services were 
restored in Jammu and Kashmir. The Centre had restricted 4G mobile Internet in the erstwhile State in August 2019. =nissar AHMAD 


Mamata roadblock to Bengal’s development: Nadda 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
KOLKATA 

BJP president J.P. Nadda on 
Saturday accused the Trina- 
mool Congress government 
in West Bengal of creating 





roadblocks to development. 


He was addressing a gather- 
ing at Nabadwip in Nadia dis- 
trict after flagging off the “Pa- 


rivartan Yatra” of the party. 
“The Trinamool will be 


defeated. Lotus will bloom 
here. Bengal will join the 
mainstream... This is what 
the ‘Parivartan Yatra’ is all 
about,” he said. 

The yatra, using a bus con- 


verted into a “rath” (chariot), 
is a major programme by the 
BJP to reach far-flung areas of 
West Bengal. 
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“Our judiciary has always 
interpreted the Constitution 
positively and creatively to 
strengthen it further. Be it 
safeguarding the rights of 
the people of the country or 
when any situation arose 
where national interest 
needed to be prioritised, the 
judiciary has always per- 
formed its duty,” he said. 


Online event 

Union Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad, Justice M.R. 
Shah of the Supreme Court, 
Chief Justice of Gujarat High 
Court Vikram Nath, Solici- 
tor-General of India Tushar 


Mehta were among the at- 
tendees at the online event. 
Justice Shah, who re- 
ferred to the Gujarat High 
Court as his karmabhoomi, 
described the Prime Minis- 
ter as a “visionary” leader. 
“I feel proud and privi- 
leged to participate in this 
function of release of a com- 
memorative stamp of Guja- 
rat High Court, on comple- 
tion of its 60 years, by our 
most popular, loved, vibrant 
and visionary leader, Hon- 
*ble Prime Minister Naren- 
drabhai Modi,” he said. 
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FSSAI caps trans fats 
in food products 


Limit on TFA content from Jan. 2022 


What are trans-fatty acids? 


= Industrially 
produced trans-fatty 
acids (TFA)are found 
in baked and fried 
foods, pre-packaged 
snacks, cooking oils 


m= They cost 

less than 

animal fats 

such as butter 
and increase the 
shelf life of foods 
and oils by 
lowering their 
oxidation potential 


: JAGRITI CHANDRA 





NEW DELHI 


The Food Safety and Stan- 
dards Authority of India 
(FSSAIT) has amended its 
rules to cap trans-fatty 
acids (TFAs) in food pro- 
ducts, just weeks after it 
tightened the norms for oils 
and fats. 

“Food products in which 
edible oils and fats are used 
as an ingredient shall not 
contain industrial trans-fat- 
ty acids more than 2% by 
mass of the total oils/fats 
present in the product, on 
and from Ist January, 2022,” 


BD 





= TFA is said to increase risk of 
coronary heart disease 


= Globally, increased TFA intake is 
estimated to be responsible for more 
than 5,00,000 deaths per year 






m™ TFA increases levels of LDL (bad) 
(elate)K=1:1=) 00) Wr-] n(eMe(=1elg=t- Xo C=NV =) 
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| m@ A survey of street 
» food in Delhi and Hary- 
ana found that 25% 
~ of snacks had high 
\ levels of TFA 


SOURCE: WHO 


said the revised regulations 
notified recently and made 
public on Friday. 

In December, the FSSAI 
had capped TFAs in oils and 
fats to 3% by 2021, and 2% 
by 2022 from the current le- 
vels of 5%. 

“The 2% cap is consi- 
dered to be elimination of 
trans-fatty acids, which we 
will achieve by 2022. We 
will be reaching this goal a 
year sooner than the WHO 
deadline,” FSSAI CEO Arun 
Singhal told The Hindu. 
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Three more held for R-Day violence 


126 persons have been arrested so far, says Delhi Police 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 
Three persons have been ar- 
rested in connection with 
the violence at the Red Fort 
on Republic Day during the 
tractor rally by farmers, the 
police said on Saturday. 

The police said that the 
accused have been identi- 





fied as Harpreet Singh, 32, 
Harjeet Singh, 48, and Dhar- 
mender Singh, 55, all resi- 
dents of Delhi. 

They were arrested by the 
Special Investigation Team 
on Wednesday. 

The police said that pic- 
tures of over 70 people in- 
volved in the violence have 


been released to be identi- 
fied, and 126 persons have 
been arrested so far. 

On January 26, protesting 
farmers had clashed with 
the police during the parade 
leaving several security per- 
sonnel and protesters in- 
jured. One protester had 
died during the incident. 


Red Fort incident: Delhi police 
notice to gurdwara worker in U-P. 


Team asks him to come to Capital to record statement 





The people involved in the 
Republic Day violence are 


being traced with the help 
of video footage. = 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
SHAHJAHANPUR 

On the lookout for those res- 
ponsible for the Red Fort 
violence during a farmers’ 
tractor parade on the Repu- 
blic Day in the Capital, a 
team of the Delhi police on 
Saturday served a notice to a 
functionary of a gurdwara in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit. 

The police team arrived at 
Puranpur, adjoining Shahja- 
hanpur, and served notice to 
granthi Gurtej Singh, asking 
him to come to Delhi for re- 





cording his statement, area 
SHO Suresh Kumar Singh 
said over the phone. 

The team served the not- 
ice saying that a tractor from 
the gurdwara had gone to 
Delhi, the SHO said. The 
team later left for Shahja- 
hanpur, he said. 

According to locals, the 
team also visited the house 
of a farmer, Arshpreet, in 
Chamrabhoji village under 
the Khutar area and on fail- 
ing to find him, pasted a not- 
ice there. 
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RISE AGAINST CANCER 


Don't let 
your fear of COVID-19 


stop you from 
treating Cancer. 


The whole world is struggling to cope with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This deep rooted fear of infection is taking a big toll on the public and 
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Security personnel outside 
Jama Masjid metro station. 
= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 


‘Ten metro 
Stations shut: 
services resume 
after 5 hours 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 


The Delhi Metro Rail Cor- 
poration (DMRC) on Satur- 
day closed the gates of 10 
metro stations across the 
network in view of the 
chakka jam called by the 
protesting farmers. 

The gates remained 
closed for over five hours 
and normal services were 
restored around 4 p.m., ac- 
cording to DMRC officials. 

Entry and exit gates of 
Mandi House, ITO and Del- 
hi Gate stations on the Vio- 
let Line were the first to get 
closed around 10.30 a.m. 

This was followed by 
closure of entry and exit 
gates of the Vishwavidyala 
metro station, which is on 
the Yellow Line. 

Following advisories 
from the Delhi police, the 
DMERC subsequently closed 
the gates of Lal Quila, Jama 
Masjid, Janpath and Cen- 
tral Secretariat metro sta- 
tions, on the Violet Line. 

However, interchange 
facilities were available 
during this period, accord- 
ing to metro officials. 

The last two stations 
where the entry and exit 
gates were shut by the 
DMRC were Khan Market 
and Nehru Place metro sta- 
tions which are also on the 
Violet Line. 
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especially Cancer patients. Many patients aren't keeping up with their 


treatment in hospitals. This is extremely risky and could result in 


disease progression or relapse. 
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concerns. Aware hospitals are minimising risks with strict sanitation 
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entry and exit points for COVID patients and separate wards for 
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While healthcare workers and hospitals are mindful, 
cancer patients need to be equally proactive by: 





+ Getting all treatment-related information from their doctor for 
the next few months 


+ Confirming their appointment before heading to the hospital and 
reaching on time. Checking visitor policy beforehand 


+ Following all safety rules at the hospital so they or 
other patients don’t face any inconvenience 


+ Carrying water, sanitiser, extra masks with them 
Cancer patients have to stay ahead of Cancer 


as well as COVID-19. That will only happen if we 
manage fear and practice precautions at all times. 


For more information log on to: www.indiancancersociety.org 


or & 1800 22 1951 





Stay) 
two steps 


| ahead of 


cancer 
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3 trade union office-bearers 
detained over chakka jam 


60 protesters held near Shahidi Park; unions condemn ‘fascist measures of govt. 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

Three trade union office- 
bearers were detained in the 
wake of nationwide chakka 
jam called by the protesting 
farmers, the police said on 
Saturday. 

The three persons who 
were detained are All India 
United Trade Union Centre 
(AIUTUC) Delhi State Secre- 
tary, Manager Chaurasia, 
Delhi Centre of Indian Trade 
Union’s north district vice- 
president Vipin and All India 
Federation of Trade Union’s 
National Treasurer and Del- 
hi president Animesh Das. 





‘To ensure order’ 

Delhi Police Public Relations 
Officer Chinmoy Biswal said, 
“Keeping in mind the vio- 
lence that erupted on Janu- 
ary 26 by miscreants and 
violations of rules that were 
caused, detention of a few 
persons was part of preven- 
tive measures taken by the 
police. Since there was no 
chakka jam in the Capital, 


- 
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Police detain an activist during a protest in support of the 





chakka jam, in the Capital, on Saturday. =sHiv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 


we wanted to ensure no at- 
tempts were made by mis- 
creants to cause any unto- 
ward incident in the garb of 
this event”. 

All India Kisan Mazdoor 
Sabha general secretary 
Ashish Mittal said that Dr. 
Das was picked up and de- 
tained at 5 a.m. and that ofh- 
cials were also posted out- 
side Pragatisheel Mahila 
Sangathan general secretary 


Poonam to restrict her 
movement. 

The CITU said that Mr. Vi- 
pin was detained around 
12.30 a.m. from his resi- 
dence and that “police mis- 
led him while picking him 
up but later told him that he 
had been picked up because 
of the chakka jam call”. 

AIUTUC president Harish 
Tyagi said that Mr. Chaurasia 
was placed under detention 


at his house to prevent him 
from organising the work- 
ers’ assembly on Saturday at 
Shahidi Park near ITO in so- 
lidarity with the farmers’ 
‘chakka jam’ call. “The AIU- 
TUC condemns the fascistic 
measures adopted by the 
Central government and its 
subservient Delhi Police to 
disrupt the solidarity gather- 
ing and thus, muzzle the de- 
mocratic voice of the peo- 
ple,” Mr. Tyagi said. 

In a related development, 
at least 60 people were de- 
tained during the chakka 
jam near Shahidi Park. 

A senior police officer 
said that protesting here 
wasn’t allowed which led to 
detentions. All those de- 
tained were released later in 
the evening. On Friday, the 
Samyukt Kisan Morcha had 
said that protesters will not 
block roads in Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand 
during the strike and only 
national highways will be 
blocked for three hours in a 
peaceful way. 


50,000 security personnel keep vigil in Delhi 


Drones, multiple layers of barricades, barbed wires at key points across the city 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi police on Saturday 
were fully prepared for the 
chakka jam in case of any 
untoward incident. 

Nearly 50,000 personnel 
were deployed across the ci- 
ty, including border points 
to ensure law and order. 

The police said that forces 
were deployed at important 
points across the national 
capital, including the Red 
Fort and ITO which had wit- 
nessed violence on January 
26 during a tractor parade 
by protesting farmers in 
which over 500 police per- 
sonnel and several protes- 
ters sustained injuries. 

The police also used 
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Security forces at Shahidi 
Park near ITO on Saturday. 
= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 


drone cameras to keep a 
check at certain points. Mul- 
tilayered barricades, barbed 
wires and nail-studded roads 
at the protest sites were part 


of the precautionary mea- 
sures taken by the police. 


Social media 

As police have been keeping 
a watch on social media, the 
same was closely monitored 
on Saturday to ensure ru- 
mours were not spread. 

Delhi Police Public Rela- 
tions Officer Chinmoy Biswal 
said adequate security ar- 
rangements were been put 
in place at the borders so 
that miscreants are not able 
to enter the national capital 
or congregate inside. 

“We are monitoring con- 
tent on the social media to 
make sure rumours are not 
spread against the police. 

The protesters are camp- 


ing at the borders of Delhi. 
We are in touch with the pol- 
ice force of other States al- 
so,” he added. 

The police said that mea- 
sures were taken to ensure 
that traffic and normal life is 
not affected. 

Another senior police of- 
ficer from East district said 
as a precautionary measure, 
iron nails studded on the 
roads have also been reposi- 
tioned behind the _barri- 
cades at the Ghazipur bor- 
der, another protest site. 

The police said that there 
were additional deployment 
of pickets at all the border 
points and all vehicles were 
being checked thoroughly at 
the entry and exit points. 





SALE 
SOCIETY PROPERTY FOR SALE 
1000 Sq.ft. Society property of R1556 The Tiruchirappalli 
Highways Co-operative Housing Society Ltd. 
is for sale through 
e-Tender 
Our Tender Reference: THCHSL/HS/1556/2021 


Website 
https:tntenders.gov.in/nicegep/app 





P U RABI West Assam Milk Producers’ Cooperative Union Ltd. 
Purciba 


Juripar, Panjabari, Guwahati - 781037 


DAIRY 


Ref No, MO/PC/WAMUL/Short Tender/20-21/03 


Dated T° February 2021 


SHORT NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR QUOTATION 
The West Assam Milk Producers’ Cooperative Union Limited (WAMUL) 


intends to 
mentoned below: 


Category | 


urchase the following items from the eligible bidder as 


|Date of publishing) Last date of submission 
tender 


06-02-2021 


of Quotations 


06-03-2021 


The details of the Short tender will be published and available al Sdi 
WAMUL's website waw.purabi.orgitenders_php as mentioned above, |i) Managing Director 





OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE 





SITUATIONS 
VACANT 


GENERAL 


ST. MICHAEL’S SR. SEC. 
SCHOOL 
3, PUSA ROAD, NEW DELHI 

— 110005 

Requires:- One Each 

= PGT - Physical Education -Male 

= TGT- Western Music —Male 

Librarian — Male / Female 

Front Desk Officer cum 

Office Asst. -Female (B.Com 

with Computer Tally & letter 

drafting must) 








> 
> 


Candidates should have Proficiency 
in English, Basic Computer 
knowledge and_ Two _ years’ 
experience preferred. 

Application form available from 8th 
to 18th Feb. 2021 on working hours. 


Principal 


BOLDROCCHI INDIA Pvt Ltd Hiring 
for Site Service, Sales & Marketing, 
Purchase Project Mgtm, Production 
Mgtm, Fin&Acc, with 5+ yrs of relevant 
exp. Loc —Chennai/Gurgaon Send re- 
sume to n.anbarasu @boldrocchi.in 
7810026380 / 7810026401 


MEDICAL 


WANTED RADIOLOGIST Full Time in 
Thiruvannamalai Contact-9500909066 


REAL ESTATE 


Sale Noida-Kothi 5BHK,162Mtr@ 2Cr 
Plot 112.5 Sqmtr. P facing 1,25 Cr. 
Plot/kothi - 450/360/250/200 Mtr. Niru- 
la -9810620490 


SELLING 


GENERAL 


HIGHWAY FRONT Property: 70 cents 
Commercial/Residential prime plot with 
3730 SQFT, 5BHK Premium House 
and Cellular area for sale, facing Pala 
- Thodupuzha Highway. Call owner- 
09446204274 / 0482 2262228. 
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MY CLIENT Ishwardass Talwar And 
His Wife Kusum Talwar R/O S-204, 


School Block, 
110092 Have Disowned Her Daughter 
Bhawna Talwar Along With Her Fami- 
ly From All Our Movable And Immov- 
able Property. Advocate: Sharad Ku- 
mar S-625, School _ Block, 
Shakarpur, Delhi-110092. 9911789602 


BUSINESS OFFER 


Shakarpur, Delhi- 


LONG TERM Individual Investors 
Need to Support Export Orders on 
Monthly Profit sharing 
Ct:8667706030 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


FACTORY JV/SALE suitable for Phar- 
ma Food&Agri Bio Prod- 
ucts:7338884439 


FINANCE 


Contact for big property project loan 
@ low interest 7703886032 








LOAN FOR High Level Projects & 
Properties from 10 Cr to 1000 Cr 
R.O.1 @ 3.5% to 8% with feasible 
tenure No prepayment. Ct: 98843 
27792, Email: hiriseventuress@ 
gmail.com 


EXPRESS LOAN upto 800Cr against 
Prop. with Max LTV 80% for Project / 
Business / Sick Units. Call 


9540919222, 9310407147 






EDUCATIONAL 


Live Online Classes 


www.passionias.com 


971-830-9602, 783-849-2960 

















2 ee he a. 


SHRI.K.NARAYANAN 
AMIE, Consulting Electrical Engineer. 
Deeply Mourned by 
Wife, Sons, Daughters, Sons-in-law, Daughters-in-law, 
Grand Children, Brothers & Sisters. 
Cremation on 07.02.2021 at Kannammapet 1.30pm 














12th ANNIVERSARY 


For enquiries on 
announcements in this 
section, please contact our 
office at the following number 
between 10a.m. and 8p.m. 
New Delhi : 011- 43579797 
Rate for New Delhi: 
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines 
Extra Line - Rs.160/-) 
(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm 


R RAJALAKSHMI 
WIO, Late Navalpakkam Rajagopalan 
“You are fiving in our Hearts” 


4 Fondly Remembered By Ye 


Raaghavan and Sudha 
| Krishnamurthy and Sandhya 


(Clr Display) : Rs. 70/Per Sq.cm 
Log on to 
www.thehinduads.com 


For Placing Advertisements 


Sampath and Jayshree 
| Radha and Selvakumar 
Kalyani and Suryanarayan 
Grand Children and Great Grand Children... 


Online 
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Over | lakh have now got 
COVID-19 jab: Delhi govt. 


Senior officials set example, come forward to take vaccine 


“© Timings 
DELHI 
SUNDAY, FEB. 07 
RISE 07:06 
\ RISE 03:07 
MONDAY, FEB. 08 
RISE 07:05 
\ RISE 04:11 
TUESDAY, FEB. 09 
We RISE 07:05 SET 18:07 
\ RISE 05:12 SET 15:39 


SET 18:06 
SET 13:43 


SET 18:06 
SET 14:38 














Delhi Weather max min 
Delhi City 22 O7 
Safdarjang 22 O07 
Palam 21 09 





Delhi Palam Today 

23°C Shallow fog would 
prevail during morning with 
mainly clear sky and pleasant 
day likely. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
24°C Shallow fog likely during 
cold morning at some places. 
A comfortable sunny day with 
dry winds likely. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 
Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi 199 Gurugram 170 
Ghaziabad Faridabad 198 


Noida 167 Greater Noida 180° 


MGood "Satisfactory " Moderate 
0-50 51-100 101-200 
M Very poor M Severe 
201-300 301-400 >401 


AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 





STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 


The number of people im- 
munised against COVID-19 
till date in Delhi has crossed 
the one lakh-mark and the 
majority of them are health- 
care workers, officials said 
on Saturday. The govern- 
ment, however, did not 
share information on how 
many of the total beneficiar- 
ies were front-line workers 
and healthcare workers. 

A total of 9,510 beneficiar- 
ies got the COVID-19 vacci- 
nation on Saturday and 
there were nine Adverse 
Events Following Immunisa- 
tion (AEFI), said a Delhi go- 
vernment spokesperson. 

Front-line workers, 
which include police per- 
sonnel and teachers, are 
now being vaccinated fol- 
lowing the Centre’s direc- 
tions. Though there is a dai- 
ly list of people that are to be 
vaccinated, individuals not 
on the list but registered on 








Delhi uses both vaccines — 
Covaxin and Covishield. 


Virus spread 


: Delhi 
Totalnumberof Total 
COVID-19 cases _—_ deaths 


635,916 10,877 


Newcasesinthe New 
past 24 hours deaths 


123 * 4 


ac 


SOURCE: DELHI GOVERNMENT HEALTH BULLETIN 





nine AEFIs, eight were from 
Covishield and one was 
from Covaxin. “Both health- 
care and front-line workers 
were vaccinated at the same 


the government. 

The vaccination drive for 
front-line workers started 
earlier this week and about 
3.4 lakh have registered with 
the government till now, 
said officials. “Delhi has 
crossed the one lakh-mark 
in COVID-19 vaccination. 
District Magistrates have 
come forward to vaccinate 
themselves,” said the go- 
vernment spokesperson. 

Government officials are 
being considered as front- 
line workers and many se- 
nior officials are taking the 
vaccine to set an example. 

District Magistrate (West) 
Neha Bansal, who took the 
vaccination on Friday, said 
she was trying to motivate 
her colleagues. “I took the 
vaccine despite having co- 
morbidities and I am com- 
pletely fine. About 100 em- 
ployees from my office took 
the vaccine with me.” 

The city witnessed 123 
fresh COVID-19 cases in 24 


AAP names candidates 
for civic body bypolls 


Polling to take place in 5 wards on Feb. 28 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
on Saturday announced its 
candidates for the upcom- 
ing by-elections in five 
wards (two in the North Del- 
hi Municipal Corporation 
and three in the East Delhi 
Municipal Corporation). 

The bypolls will be held 
on February 28 between 
7.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. 

The results will be an- 
nounced on March 3. The 
last date of filing nomina- 
tions is February 8. 

In the North Corporation, 
Ramchandra will contest 
from Rohini ward C32N, and 
Sunita Mishra from Shali- 
mar Bagh North ward 62N. 

In the EDMC, Dhirendra 
will contest from Kalyanpuri 
ward 8E, Vijay Kumar from 
Trilokpuri ward 2E, and Mo- 
hammad Isharag Khan from 





Chauhan Bangar ward 41E 

The ceiling on election ex- 
penditure to be incurred by 
a candidate for the bypolls is 
fixed at %7 lakh. 

The bypolls are being 
looked at as a curtain-raiser 
for the larger municipal cor- 
poration elections next year. 

In the April 2017 civic 
polls, the BJP won in 181 of 
the 272 wards of the city. 
AAP won in 49 wards. 


Congress list 

The Delhi Congress has also 
announced its candidates 
for the five wards. 

Bal Kisan will fight from 
ward 2E, Dharampal Mau- 
rya from 41E, Chaudhary 
Zubair Ahamad from C32N, 
Memwati Barwala from 8E, 
and Mamta from 62N, a par- 
ty statement said. 

The Delhi BJP is yet to re- 
lease its list. 


Arrest warrant for LeT chief 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI 
A Delhi court on Saturday 
issued an arrest warrant for 
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e- 
Taiba (LeT) chief and 26/11 
Mumbai attack mastermind 
Hafiz Saeed in a money 
laundering case related to 
terror funding in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

Besides issuing the non- 





bailable warrant against Ha- 
fiz, Special Judge Praveen 
Singh also issued warrants 
against three co-accused 
who are currently lodged in 
Tihar jail, seeking their pro- 
duction before the court. 
The court passed the di- 
rection while taking cogni- 
sance of a chargesheet filed 
in the matter by the Enfor- 
cement Directorate. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 





OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF HANDLOOMS 


AND TEXTILES AND APPAREL EXPORT PARKS, 
Telangana, Hyderabad 


National Handloom Day -2021, Hyderabad 
SHORT TENDER NOTICE 


Re.No. 3520/2020-M, 










Dated : 06-02-2021 


Applications are invited from the Upcoming and Reputed Designers who 
have contributed to the field of Fashion & Textile Design in the country 
to participate in the Fashion show in connection with the National 
Handloom Day-2021 celebrations on 7-8-2021 and organized by 
Department of Handlooms and Textiles, Govt. of Telangana to showcase 
the artistic weaves of Telangana State. 
Details (including application Fee) can be 
obtained from the office of the Commissioner 


Application form 
with Terms and 
conditions 














of Handlooms and Textiles and Apparel Export 
Parks, 3rd Floor, Chentha Bhawan, Nampally 
Hyderabad in person or through website link. 


http://handtex.telangana. gov.in 
Contact No: S. Dwarak, Dev. Officer (H&T) 


Receipt of the 
applications 






Mobile No. 9912183164 


Upto 22-02-2021 at 4.00 pm 
Office timings : 10.00 am to 5.00 pm 


for submission. 





A reputed company in INDIA Opening of Dtd: 22-02-2021 at 5.00 PM 


DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 


IN BRIEF 


Co-WIN can also get the jab. 
The number of people 
vaccinated on Saturday was 


sites and we followed the 
same procedures,” a district 
official said. 


hours, taking the total to 
6,35,916, as per a health bul- 
letin released on Saturday. 


verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 


wanted 


DISTRICTWISE 
DISTRIBUTORS _ for 


applications 


in the Office of the Commissioner (H&T) 





their 


Dated: 17-02-2021 


PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services. In no event can 
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir- 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


Pre submission 
Interaction session 
on the Fashion 
show with 

interested applicants. 


HANDWASH_ in COSMETIC 
TUBES. Interested 
DISTRIBUTORS may please be 
contacted with full details to: 
Email:ppkm1955@gmail.com and 
WhatsApp No. : 8075959834 


from 11.30 A.M. to 1.30 PM. 
in the Conference Hall of the office of the 
Commissioner of Handlooms and Textiles and 
Apparel Export Parks, 3rd Floor, Chentha 
Bhawan, Nampally Hyderabad. 
Sd/- Commissioner H&T and AEPs 


Four more deaths have ta- 
ken the toll to 10,877. 

There are now 1,174 active 
cases in the city. 


51.87% of the daily target of 
17,900. Delhi uses both vac- 
cines for COVID-19, Covaxin 
and Covishield, and of the 


The city started the drive 
by inoculating one lakh 
healthcare workers whose 
names were registered with 

















13 cases of ammunition 
in bags so far this year 
NEW DELHI 

A day after 11 cartridges were 
found in the baggage of a 
passenger at the Indira 
Gandhi International Airport, 
Delhi Police on Saturday 
urged travellers to recheck 
their belongings and warned 
of legal action against those 
found with ammunition. 
Thirteen cases, where 
ammunition has been found 
in the baggages, have already 
been registered this year at 
the IGIA police station. 


Social media push for electric vehicles 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government has 
started various social media 
handles for its Switch Delhi 
campaign, which was 
launched earlier this week 
by Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal. 

Social media outreach is 
one of the major compo- 
nents of the eight-week mass 
awareness campaign to pro- 





mote the use of electric veh- 
icles (EVs) in Delhi. The aim 
is to inform, motivate, and 
encourage Delhiites to accel- 
erate the adoption of EVs. 
The Dialogue and Deve- 
lopment Commission of Del- 
hi will be leading the social 
media outreach of the cam- 
paign. According to govern- 
ment officials, the handles 
will be used to sensitise Del- 
hiites on the need to switch 


to Electric Vehicles, the envi- 
ronmental and financial be- 
nefits as well as the benefits 
that can be availed by con- 
sumers under Delhi’s Elec- 
tric Vehicle policy. 

The social media handles 
will be used as a medium to 
directly connect with the pu- 
blic, addressing grievances 
of people trying to claim 
subsidies or any other issues 
they have in buying EVs. 
































Sri Balaji Society’s 


Sri Balaji Universit 
UNIVERSITY FOR OPPORTUNITIES 


¢ Discipline * Dedication * Determination 


(Sri Balaji University, Pune Act 2019. Maharashtra Act No.XI of 2019) 


Ys Pune 








S.No. 55/2-7, Tathawade, Off Mumbai Bangalore Bypass, Pune - 411 033. 
Tel.: 020-66741245 Telefax : 66741234, Mobile/Whatsapp : 09673338787, 
E-mail : admissions@sbup.edu.in, admissions@sribalajisocietypune.org 





Website : www.sbup.edu.in 





BIMHRD | 


BALAJI INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & HRD 
www.bimhrdpune.edu. in 


BALAJI INSTITUTE OF 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
www. biibpune.edu.in 


BITM 


BALAJI INSTITUTE OF 
TELECOM & MANAGEMENT 
www.bitmpune.edu. in 


BIMM 


BALAJI INSTITUTE OF 
MODERN MANAGEMENT 
www.bimmpune.edu.in 
Combined Admission Process and Campus Placement for BIMM, BITM, BIIB & BIMHRD 

We have achieved nearly 100% placements year after year. 928 students of the batch (2019-2020) have already been 
placed at top-notch companies with the highest salary of Rs.18.27 Lakhs and an average salary of Rs.6.85 lakhs. Current 
campus placement is at full swing and 60% of the batch is already placed, who will be graduating only in May 2021. 


a 


RIICO 


GROW WITH RAJASTHAN 


IBS 


YEARS OF 
CELEBRATING 
THE MAHATMA 





+ Hq Ulg-aemia (08) - 3qetg-IsarfeaT (23) 
~ STaTe-CyoMTeNGET (BO) - affeTaTgT-FeUTYeT (80) 


Hi Master of Business Administration (MBA - International Business) 
™@ Master of Business Administration (MBA - Marketing Management) 
= Master of Business erainiaiTation aati Finance) 


BIMHRD 


@ Master of Business Administration (MBA) 


HI Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
@ Master of Business Administration (MBA - Marketing Management) 
@ Master of Business Administration (MBA - PM & HRD) 











H Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
@ Master of Business Administration (MBA - Telecom Management) ™@ Master of Business Administration (MBA - Marketing Management) 
@ Master of Business Administration (MBA - Marketing Management) m Master of Business Administration (MBA - PM & HRD) 


SPECIALISATIONS AVAILABLE : Sales & Marketing, Telecom, Systems, Finance, HRM, 
International Business, Business Analytics, Operations & Supply Chain Management. 


Online Admission Process : Considering the current pandemic situation 
complete admission process (Document verification, GD, Pl and Essay 
writing) will be Online from 18th February 2021 onwards. 


ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA : Any graduate with minimum of 50% marks (45% for 
SC/ ST). Those in the final year of graduation and confident of getting 50% 
and above can also apply. ENTRANCE EXAM & FINAL SELECTION : We accept 
CAT/MAT/XAT/ CMAT/MAH-CET Scores. In case the entrance examination 
results are not available at the time of Online Admission process, aspirants can 
still apply and attend the selection process and submit the entrance exam score | © 
card subsequently. However, registration by the applicant is mandatory. 
HOW TO APPLY : For online submission of application and payment facility, 
visit our website www.sbup.edu.in 
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aAPIR 


Dr. (Col.) A. Balasubramanian 
Chancellor, SBUP 


wie feria: O8 Hast, 2021 (HIc: 10:00) ! | Re fafa: 24 as, 2021 (STA: 10:00) 
3ifes fefal: 23 rast, 2021 (Ala 06:00) | ! ! 





®@ Our core values - Discipline, Dedication and Determination. ® Excellent infrastructure, experienced faculty and 
extremely successful alumni track records @ Intensive training - regular classes, corporate presentations/ 
interface, workshops, seminars, management games, live projects in companies © 50% of the seats are reserved 
for female candidates to promote women empowerment. ® Campus Placements for right candidates in companies 
all over India. © Hostel facilities are available for freshers. ® Educational loans available to needy candidates. 


/ Top 2 B-Schools in Pune Y Top 3 Private Universities in India 
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Opportunities for Faculty Positions : 


We also invite applications for the position of Assistant Professor/Associate Professor/Professor in the areas 











start aire area Tae | Uf Bt ere UR 75 weieral lew ef cit of Business Analytics, Finance, Marketing, International Business and Operations. Interested candidates may 
pea pa lea, | 3ifeles sitet & fete Hea wpe: send in their resume with recent photograph to hr@sbup.edu.in — 
[n] : [=] ! Osta ATeMat, mre pil aiMunD 
| sified Hemet, tert | 0141- 4593219 aime , 
[fz | féaer sireT, sane (HeLa) srewHAT | 9414097489 
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Weta We sushkeaa Sade YS Sects Higa fees 
Sav Wa, ferots APT, H-hH, SAGR-302005, $-AleHt SceUctiss A. 0141-4593250, 4593237, 
elcdVy: +91 6367397288, S-He: riico@riico.co.in ait ait 
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a SEY ‘Society has produced approximately 177,000 successful corporate citizens 
who are pursuing Corporate Careers all over the world. 


Yes, We Buitd the future 


Prof. (Dr) G. K. Shirude, Vice Chancellor, SBUP 
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BRIDEGROOMS WANTED 





INDEX OF 
MATRIMONIAL 


BRIDEGROOMS WANTED 

BRIDES WANTED 

BRIDES & GROOMS WANTED 
Classification common 


for Brides, Bridegrooms, 
Brides & Grooms 


Assamese 
Awadhi 
Bengali 
Bhojpuri 
Bihari 
Chhattisgarhi 
English 
Gujarati 
Haryanvi 
Hindi 
Kannada 
Kashmiri 
Konkani 
Malayalam 
Manipuri 
Marathi 
Marwari 
Nepali 
Oriya 
Parsi 
Punjabi 
Saurashtra 
Sindhi 
Tamil 
Telugu 
Tulu 

Urdu 
Advocate 
Business 
Defence 
Doctor 


Engineer 


Finance/ Banking 


Government/ Quasi-Govt. 

IAS/ Allied Services 

Information Technology 

MBA/ CA/ ICWA 

NRI 

Cosmopolitan 

Divorcee 

Physically Challenged 
MARRIAGE BUREAUS 
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS 


BENGALI 


BENGALI, KAYASTHA girl, Msc 34 
yrs/ 5’5", Debari, wrkg in Chen- 
nai, CTC 7.5 lac seeks suitable 
match. M: 9003221731. 


COSMOPOLITAN 


PROPOSAL INVITED from professional- 
ly qualified youth for a Hindu 
Ezhava girl 30 yrs, 156 cm, slim 
hailing from Thrissur, Kerala 
presently employed in USA. 
9847256736 








B.COM, FCT (NIFT), Female, 40, Un- 
married, Kshatriya, working in 
MNC. Looking for Hindu, Educated 
and settled family in Hyd. Con- 
tact: 9948967635 





HINDU - MA, M.Arch, Dip French, 27 
yrs, Karthiga, 165 cm, self em- 
ployed -Chennai Based - Tamil Chet- 
tiar/ Malayalee Warrier parents - 
looking for professionally  quali- 
fied groom. Contact +91 9840192925 


DOCTOR 


DOCTOR- PAEDIATRICIAN, 42, 
Chennai- Christian, 10yrs daughter, 
strong family n social value needs Bri- 
degroom aged 40-45yrs. Professio- 
nals, Doctors preferred. 9443711511 





DOCTOR / MBBS /26/ Hindu/ SC D/o 
Asst Commr of GST & Customs, quali- 
fied for PLAB 2 exam , UK seeks al- 
liance from Doctors settled _ in/ 
seeking to relocate to UK in the 
same profession. Caste no bar. 
Contact: 9444103587, Email: 
nkshekar18 @ gmail.com 





MARAVAR, GIRL /MBBS, 25 yrs/ 153 
cm, Thiruvonam Seeks Doctor from 
Dever/ Mukkulathor. 9444225534 


PARENTS OF good looking Obstetri- 
cian and Gynaecologist MBBS MS 
Naidu 29 yrs looking for good na- 
tured well settled groom PG / Su- 
per speciality doctor /Business. 
Please mail BHP to doctorrgm@ 
gmail.com 





SLIM BEAUTIFUL homely girl 31/165 
final Yr MD, Anesthesia Chennai. 
Father Kerala Nair, Mother Tamil. 
Doctors family. Looking for smart 
MD MSDM MCh boys from good fami- 
lies in Kerala & Tamil Nadu. Ct: 
9840050381 


a te 


HINDU TAMIL Mukkulathor, Magam, 
Chewai at 7, 25/ 170 cm, MSc 
Stat, HR Analyst Bengaluru, Seeks 
Professionally Qualified Groom hav- 
ing Chevvai at 7. Subcastes/ Inter- 
caste acceptable # 096633 13500. 
gobinath.tharmarajan @ gmail.com 


CM 
YK 


GOVT / QUASI GOVT 





V BALIWA NAIDU, 25 yrs/155 cm, BE 
working in Govt Insurance company 
in Blore seeks educated, well set- 
tled groom within 28yrs age. Caste 
No bar. Contact with biodata 94890 
54365 


IAS / ALLIED SERVICES 


IAS OFFICER Hindu SC-AD 29/167 
seeks groom IAS, IPS, Civil Ser- 
vice, Cent Govt Doctor, Defence Of- 
ficer language/Caste No _ bar. 
Cont:7305407004 


I.A.S 25 North Indian Sub Collector / 
80,000 p.m (Caste No Bar) Very Fair 
Bride seeks Any Civil Service Groom/ 
Any Caste.7305491610 


KANNADA 


HINDU VOK GOWDA 26 B.E Seeks Groom 
of Same Comnty 9791768175 


MALAYALAM 


MUSLIM GIRL, divorcee 30/165, One 
boy, Graduate, good looking, seeks 
suitable alliance. Ph.: 8089338010 





NAIR GIRL 27/154cm B.E., employed 
Chennai settled, slight Dosham 8th 
Chovwa seeks Chennai settled Nair 
family. 9500012855 


REQD USA Settled Godly Man for USA 
Employed Born Again/Christian Gud 
looking Girl 34yrs/162. 
Ct:9448852772 





REDDY/REDDIYAR, UNMARRIED, girl, BE 
(cs)- pilani, MS(cs) Nov 90/5.8", 
H1B, S/w, US$1.5 LPA, San Jose, 
CA, Parents seek USA groom from 
Amiable family. Email: ksnr.usa@ 
gmail.com Ph: +91 9985584816 


TAMIL 


HINDU/DKV 32/152 B.E. Middle 
Class. Divorce Seeks Suitable Groom. 
Caste No Bar. 94896 95984 





CHRISTIAN PARENTS seek a suitable 
God fearing, polite and good char- 
acter groom for daughter, 39, Post- 
graduate from the U.K. and current- 
ly working for the family business 
in India. Contact parents with de- 
tails and photograph; Email: 
sam.selint @ outlook.com. 





38/168 CSI/COC innocent divorcee 
working in Australia seeks profes- 
sional groom below 40,willing to 
relocate Australia 9840255028, 
9940678431 


ROMAN CATHOLIC Sozhia Vellala 
Tamil Girl 44/158 /MBA / Wheatish, 
Good Looking, Never Married, Em- 
ployed in Bangalore ,Earning Hand- 
some Salary. Seeks suitable Groom. 
Caste No Bar. Willing to Relocate. 
Contact:Clement: 9840022828 _ be- 
tween 7pm & 10pm 





AD/CHRISTIAN/CSI 35 yrs/165 cms 
B.Tech, M.B.A, software Eng CTS, 
seeks employed Bride groom 
Ct: 9791322874, 9600499895. 


CSI TAMIL Christian Pillai Vellalar 
Girl, M.Arch, Fair, 32 yrs / 160 cms, 
Affluent similar profiles welcomed. 
Language no bar. Ph: 98948 36842. 


CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair, 
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born / 
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil , working as 
Assistant Professor in a Reputed 
Women’s College, Mount Road, Chen- 
nai. Both Parents Doctors (Private) 
, Suitable Alliance, Employed / 
Settled in Chennai / With Clean 
Habits from Same Community. Con- 
tact: 9841182514 


ALLIANCE INVITED from Christian 
parents for 25 MBBS Doctor Central 
Govt. MD/MS/MBBS prfd. Whatsapp: 
9442532552/ + danielebenezer1951 @ 
gmail.com 


TAMIL MUSLIM Girl 27/165, BE, MBA, 
Fair, 6Lac pa. Preferd Chennai/ 
abroad Settled. Ct: 6381837552 
Whatsapp 


OUR DAUGHTER , B.E, MBA(IIM), 
Height 5’ , 28 Yrs,Working Over- 
seas, is looking for Highly educat- 
ed groom and Working Abroad. Ph- 
9842431806, mveeran@ hotmail.com. 


HINDU SC(AD) 30yrs/155cms/F, well 
settled, elite IPS seeks suitable 
Groom below 35 years. Caste no 
bar. Contact: 9445539127 E-mail 
id:saranrohit72@hotmail.com. ( Af- 
ter 5 pm) 


MUDALIAR/ 26 years/ Uthirattathi/ 
55" Fair/ Good looking, B.COM., 
ACS, (Company Secretary) , Rs.5 
Lakhs p.a.Chennai, well settled / 
sub sects no bar Contact 
9444787836/ 9952045947 


HINDU, NADAR, 39,158, BE, Chen- 
nai required decent educated groom 
Ct:7373779988 selva.sb@ gmail.com 


HINDU BRIDE 37 B.Sc Smart Upper 
Middle class AnnaNgr Chennai 1st 
marriage needs suitble groom.73581 
64190 


BRAMIN 25/ M.Tech Senior computer 
Vision Engineer (MNC) 70,000 p.m 
very fair, seeks groom. lyer also 
Ok. Contact: 9884300680 


EMPLOYED QUALIFIED bridegrooms is 
wanted for SC/AD/MSC/DB 1983/ 
Vishakam,Dhulam bride 9498313625, 
9444279610 


SENGUNTHAR BE 29/160 IT Analyst 
TCS Seeks Only Sengunthar Groom IT 
Professional Preferably TCS/MNC 
Ct: 9677055142 





HINDU RAJAKULA AGAMUDAYAR family 
settled in USA, 24 / 57", fair, 
M.S Eng, seeks equally qualified 
Groom for their daughter from same 
community, willing to settle in 
USA. Contact: VM95Family @ gmail.com 


SC/AD BUDDHIST 30/150 MSc,BL,Advo- 
cate seeks Groom with Rational Val- 
ues settled in 
Ph:9962351059 


Chennai 


V HINDU NADAR (CASTE no bar), 29/ 
166, Pooram, doing MS in Mel- 
bourne, Australia (completing — in 
June 2021). Suitable Grooms pre- 
ferred. 9944050546/9884022345. 


TAMIL TAMIL TELUGU So UURDU 


VANNIYAR (Subsect No bar) Krithikai 


Mesham 25/160 TN Govt Lady Doctor |p sus 


ELITE GROOM WANTED 


MBBS Slim Fair, Seeks Suitable Tamil 
groom clean habits Doctor / Higher 
Officer / Business below 30yrs. 
Contact: 9443214509, 

e-Mail: torangan1 934 @ gmail.com 


HINDU VANNIYAR B.E.SWE.28/165. 
Parents Govt Service.Chennai Based 
same Caste-9444257712 


HINDU NADAR Girls(Twins) 25, 165, 
Ms final year EngrSeeks Grooms 
Preferably EngineersBelow 29yr 
9500037429 


MUDALIAR /PILLAI 33 154 MCA Upper 
Middle Class Settle Chennai seek 
Prof Qualifd of Same Caste 
8220757159 


SAIVA PILLAI 32 155cm Visagam BE 
MBA US Veg seeks US Prof. Geetham 
9884858014 whats app only. 


HINDU DKV Pallan Ashwini 24/157 
Doctor. Seeks Doctor Groom. 
9443151045 


DIVORCE, 51, MSc, Good Look, No Is- 
sues Seeks Companion from Good Fam- 
ily CNB, Ct. 8778514465/7200829304 


SAIVAPILLAI +2 widow No Kids Smart 
want well settled Person Widower 
only age limit (50 to 60) 
8778805439 


MUDALIAR/ PILLAI NV (Bengaluru), 
35/165, MD, Medicine seeks educat- 
ed highly qualified groom from de- 
cent family. 9444005318, 
9449037763. 


ELITE, MUDALIYAR 29 / Own Engineer- 
ing Colleges, Schools, Wind mills 
(All Over India) seeks groom. 
9940284235 


ELITE MUDALIYAR 24 Own steel Facto- 
ry, TMT Rod Company Rich Family 
Seeks groom. 99402 84235 


ELITE, MUDALIYAR 23/ B.E., own 
(Sintex water Tank) Manufacturer 
well to do family seeks groom. 
73054 91610. 


HINDU, 29/167cm, Fair, B.Tech/ 
PGDM(IIM), Sr.Mgr, drawing above 
18L/ PA seeks well educated Groom. 
Caste No Bar. Ct : 90809 83174. 


Agamudayar Girl (Bglr) BDS(HS) 22 
52” Kanni Uttiram Contact 
9739173750 WhatsApp 














MARUTHUVAR- HINDU 24yrs, ME Engg, 
working in reputed MNC chennai, 
Good Looking Girl, Seeks GROOM 
from good family well settled, 
send all details to 
kumarchennai566@gmail.com PH 
7299737271 


NAIDU 25 yr old, B.Tech bride Star- 
Rohini, working in MNC in Chennai 
seeking 27-31 yr old, well-educat- 
ed Tamil/Telugu groom, middle/up- 
per middle class family from Tamil- 
nadu, working in Govt/Public/MNC 
sector based in Chennai/Blore. 
Caste No Bar. 7401234999/9841402261 


VISHWAKARMA TAMIL, Unconsummated 
Divorcee, Fair, 29/57", Quaii- 
fied- BE, MBA, NET, Doing PhD Cen- 
tral Univ, Seeks Decent Groom, Ct- 
8925112287 


MUDALIAR 35/155, Ph.D, Ashwini, di- 
vorcee, issueless working in UK seeks 
kind, qualified, unmarried or divorcee, 
issueless working in UK less than 40 
yrs. Caste no bar. Ct: 9845270442/ 
8884442592, sekizar.vs @ gmail.com 


GROOM WANTED for working woman 
from reputed Tamil family / MCA / 
Chennai / Dec 89 / 5.7" / Any 
caste / Contact 98401 31858 


R.C. SOZHIA Vellalar Girl 28/ 154 
U.S.Citizen, employed with Master 
Cards U.S. is looking for a well 
settled U.S. Citizen fm suitable 
family background with — prof.exp 
B.E., Doctor, Lh preferred. 
Mail: sci38ashok@gmail.com or call 
U.S. +1(801)243-8631 IND 
9884275644. 


AGAMUDAIYAR 45 MSc IT in Chennai 
seeks Groom (ist Marriage) from 
OBC Mob- 9445612997 


Hindu DKV, 25yrs / 165cm (Rahu Ke- 
tu), BE(EEE) Seeks well educated and 
employed groom. Ct: 90876 76257 


VANNIYA KULA Kshatriya well set- 
tled in Canada looking for educat- 
ed groom, willing to 
Canada/ US for our daughter, 25 
yrs pursuing law. Whatsapp +1 571 
457 0309 or Email pushparaj2005 @ 
hotmail.com 


M.SC M.PHIL, 27, Chennai, Employed 
Forward Veg Bride seeks Veg Em- 
ployed Groom. Caste no Bar. 
8124982764 


MARTHUVAR,FAIR SLIM 25 yrs,B.E 
5’6"seeks suitable fair good look- 
ing working professional.Contact:94 
86407217 


SC AD, Hindu, B.E MBA, 25-9-89, 
57’, Kadagam Poosam, 13LPA, Well 
settled seeks suitable groom. Ph- 
9840401929 




















HINDU TAMIL Pallan / 44 / BE Comp / 


Works in Public Sector Bank seeks 
from the same caste equal age, Com- 
puter Engg. foreign deputation em- 
ployment delayed marriage proposal 
Ct. 9444752894 


SCA MS DR 27/162 fair, slim, Govt 
seeks Doctor / Group A service 
Groom. Contact: 7842074730. 


HINDU SC AD 33, BE SWE TCS 95000/ 
pm, seeks suitable grooms working 
in Chennai/Bangalore Ct 9952147216 


CHETTIAR (CNB): 25/155,V. 
Fair,.MBBS,MD, Father Business, 
Elite Family- Seeks Groom Doctor/ 
Eng- 8939012419 


MUDALIAR 28/166 V.Fair MBA Steel & 
Metal Industry Own Gym,Elite Fami- 
ly Seeks Groom  Busines/Eng 
7305810258 


MUDALIAR, 28YRS, 5’5" B.E., PGDM 
(MBA), MNC, earning above 18 L/p.a 
seeks professionally qualified, em- 
ployed Groom. Sub-sect. no bar. 
Ct. 7550194136, 9444901994. 


HINDU VANNIYAR girl 27/154/hastham 
good looking M. D. Paed. IInd year 
residing coimbatore native  viilupu- 
ram seeks M. D./M.S./IAS good look- 
ing and good family vanniyar groom 
Ct. 9486518685 mamutha63 @ yahoo.com 


HINDU ADIDRAVIDAR Kongu Parayar 29 
BE, M.Tech, Ph.D seeks Educated 
Profnl Groom. CT:7558146647/ 
8973345370 


TAMIL HINDU, PG Doctor, 32/158 
seeks well settled PG Doctor, PG 
Engineer, Reputed Business groom. 
Upper caste only. Ph. 9710932333 
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EDUCATION : 
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MD Paediatrics 2nd Yr. 
26 

VANIYA CHETTIYAR 
POOSAM 

ELITE BUSINESS FAMILY 
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> MD/MS/ well educated Business Groom ‘ 
from Elite and Affluent Family. 
> Vaniya Chettiyar preferred 


> (pidiapid within India. 


94431 52723 
94432 52723 
94433 52723 








MUDALIYAR AFFLUENT family in Chen- 
nai seeks highly qualified groom 
in India / Abroad from same commu- 
nity for their good looking only 
daughter 30/160,Uthiram no dosam, 
graduate from NIFT. Whatsapp/ 
Call:9444319929 





Hindu Senguntha Mudaliyar 25 / 153 
Mithunam — thiruvadirai no dosam 
MBBS MS Gynaecology fair slim loo- 
king daughter of a Surgeon good 
family background Seeks upsc, tnpsc 
group 1 services groom. Contact : 
75981 87528 





HINDU NADAR 22/165 cm BE Fair Rich 
Kumbam Poorattadhi IAS IPS Groom 
Wanted Chennai Contact: 9840887788 


GAVARA NAIDU ME/26 Divorcee, No is- 


~ gues seeks suitable Broad minded 


Groom born ini990s & well settled 
9444049457/vthayalanacs @ yahoo.co.in 





TAMIL 


SC / AD 26 years Dr. MBBS. Seeks 
IAS / IRS / Dr. Groom. Cont : 
9843732921 


HINDU SC PR Kongu 36, MBBS DCH 
Doctor, working in Govt Hospital, 
seeks suitable groom.Ct:94436 80973. 


TELUGU 


KAMMA BE, MS in USA 1980/1638, Uthi- 
ram seeks BE, MS(USA) Groom. Con- 
tact: 9976254300 


PQM GOOD looking affuluent family 
Telugu Naidu Girl, MBA Fin, MNC 
Bank, 18 Lacs. 9440072717 


BALIJA 29/172, Fair, MBBS, Asst 
Surgeon, TN Govt. Service, seeks 
Groom preferably Naidu Doctor / 
Professionally qualified below 33 
yrs. Contact Mobile: 9444926772 / 
9444955540, E.Mail: nirmalakvasu@ 
gmail.com 





NAIDU,25/170, FAIR, Beautiful, BE, 
MBA, TL, MNC, 8Lac. PA, Well Set- 
tled Family,CNB. 7299576644, 
7299576666 


VEGETARIAN BRIDE Telugu with Tradi- 
tional Values, 38/5ft M.Com/B.Ed 





Pursing, Seeks well Educated em- 
ployed Groom, Caste No Bar. Ct: 
8682080448 








te GROOM WANTED ‘4? 
Naidu 26 yrs | 170 om | B.Arch 
2 Slim | Beautiful | Very well todo. § 
Seeks - well qualified, 
Cosmopolitan, Elite 
and Decent family 
Chennai based 


70949 23123 | 93442 42541 












SMU ALLOPATHY PG Urdu Speaking Sun- 
ny Muslim Dr.Bride 25, 160cm Seeks 
Allopathy Doctor SMU Groom Settled 
in Tamilnadu. 9884377331, 
9940234157 





URDU 26/ 169 MDS 2nd yr seeks doc- 
tor/engineer below 30 from Chen- 
nai/ Bangalore ct. 9710478697 






SMU,BE/MBA,MNC,30YRS, SEEKS BE/MBA 
Chennai based Groom only. Contact 
9791109448 / — sulthanahafees@ 
gmail.com 






SMU 31/160 M. Pharm Asst Prof in 
Chennai seek suitable alliance. 
Graduate business man can also con- 
tact. Mobile no 8056104865 





BRIDES WANTED 


COSMOPOLITAN 


54 YRS Young Energetic Working in 
Reputed Concern Seeks 40/45yrs Wid- 
ow or Divorcee Bride Ct: 73587 
83579 


MAY’ 88 , born , Hindu ,MS Germany 
, working in Mumbai. Atheist, lib- 
eral, dog lover, looking for simi- 
lar strong, liberal, independent, 
career woman, dog lover .Caste , 
religion no bar. 79001 87830 


DOCTOR 


KAVARA NAIDU 29/170 MBBS working 
Pvt Chennai 60K pm seeks MBBS,MD, 
MS Dr bride. Subsect no bar. FC/BC/ 
MBC middle & poor class only 
7373221185 


NEED A PG doctor bride below 29 
yrs of age ( tall, slim, v-fair, 
virtuous) from educated upper 
caste family for a Tamil- Cos- 
mopolitan MD doctor pursuing SS- 
2nd year at Kochi ( 61, 29 yrs, 
v.fair, humble). Parents: 93425- 
29547 

HINDU, 35/175. IT. 25 Lakh PA. 
Chennai. Father Doctor. Seeks well 


educated bride. WhatsApp: 
9629012248 





Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite 
mcelanm=jar-le-li\it-lalanrelanys 


ELITE BRIDES WANTED 


BRAHMIN, 27, 173 cms, Businessman, Chartered 
Accountant. Lives in Chennai. Father is an affluent 
Businessman with a good net worth. Looking for a 
compatible and well educated match from the same 


community. Contact: 6366448344 


PILLAI/CASTE NO BAR, 27, 
Businessman, Masters in Business Management. Lives 
in Coimbatore. Father is an affluent Businessman with 
a good net worth. Looking for a suitable well educated 
match from any community. Contact: 6366448346 


CHETTIAR/CASTE NO BAR, 29, 183 cms, Pursuing 
Medicine. Lives in Coimbatore. Father is a 
Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking for 
a suitable and well educated match from any 


community. Contact: 6366448344 


MUDALIYAR, 34, 183 cms, Professional, Masters in 
Engineering. Lives in Sweden. Father is a working 
Professional. Looking for a well educated match from 
the same community. Contact: 6366448346 


NADAR/CASTE NO BAR, 26, 
Businessman, Masters in Business Administration. 
Lives in Chennai. Father is an affluent Businessman 
with a good net worth. Looking for a well educated 
match from any community. Contact: 6366448343 


ELITE GROOMS WANTED 


BRAHMIN, 23, 
Chartered Accountant. Lives in Chennai. Father is an 
affluent Businessman with a good net worth. Looking 
for a compatible and well educated match from the 


157 cms, Banking Professional, 


same community. Contact: 6366448343 


185 cms, 


BRAHMIN/CASTE NO BAR, 33, 163 cms, Divorced, 
Masters in Business Administration. Lives in 
Bangalore. Father is an affluent Businessman with a 
good net worth. Looking for a suitable well educated 
match from any community. Contact: 6366448343 


MUDALIYAR/CASTE NO BAR, 23, 165 cms, 
Bachelors in Engineering. Lives in Salem. Father is an 
affluent Businessman with a good net worth. Looking 
for an amiable and well educated match from any 
community. Contact: 6366448345 


CHETTIAR/CASTE NO BAR, 29, 158 cms, 


178 cms, | NAIDU, 26, 


170 cms, 
Administration. Lives in Chennai. Father is an affluent 
Businessman with a good net worth. Looking for a 
likeminded and well educated match from the same 
community. Contact: 6366448345 


Managing Director, Masters in Marketing. Lives in 
Coimbatore. Father is a Businessman. Family is 
affluent. Looking for a compatible and well educated 
match from any community. Contact: 6366448345 


Masters in Business 


OF-11 xe) meal cc\>MOre)al-UlicciielaMm(@Mc hs] «Pac A cl 0010) 
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TAMIL TELUGU MALAYALAM 


VADAKALAI SRIVATSAM Uttaratadhi 
29/5.9 B.Tech TCS 10 Lpa Chennai, 
No Siblings. Seeks Well Educated, 
working, Vadakalai Groom Ct 
9003349643 


Tamil lyer Girl in Germany, 29/152, 
M.S., Kettai, Athreya, seeks Groom 
from same sect. Aged 30-32 Yrs, 
working in Germany. Ct. 8939755291. 


BRIDE AGED 31,M.A English, Work- 
ing. Seeking Groom, Age above 31, 
lyer/Saiva pillai/Veg, Chennai on- 
ly. Ct: 9600093362 






brahminexclusive@gmail.com 


ELITE 
VANNIYAR FAMILY 


Phone : 9600010206 
Email: Sts150869@gmail.com 


NAIDU GOOD Look 1973/171cm MBA 
Working Seeks Groom below 49 Yrs. 
Ct:9444663564, dlokeswaran@ 
yahoo.co.in 


NAIDU DIVORCEE no issues born 1977 
Slim job MNC caste No Bar, Wanted 
employed Bridegroom. Ph: 94433 
44936 


ENGINEER ITSW Engineer MNC, 
Bangalore-B.E., M.Tech., (Ph.D.) 
24 lakhs p.a.native Coimbatore, Ma- 
ham,34/157 Jangam Telugu _ girl 
seeks well educated well Employed/ 
Business groom with clean habits, 
Send your profile to 9486476641 


NAIDU 26 / B.Tech, Own Paper 


Mills, Granites factory etc well 
do to family seeks groom. 
7305491610 


YADAVA DOCTOR 28/165 MBBS (Govt) 
MD (AIIMS) seeks highly qualified 
room from educated _ family. 
9444608708 


NAIDU, UNMARRIED, MCA, 42, MNC 
seeks suitable groom from same 
caste. ph:9445691753 
mail: ddnaidu0202 @ gmail. com 


BLR BASED bful slim well qualified 
NRI divorcee issueless 40/157 bride 
seeks well qualified/ settled in US/ 
Aus/ Germany only call:9110621865. 





BALIJA, 1993, Magam, M.Phil, Ph.D. 
PQM contact 9444674942. 


BALIJA NAIDU 26/153 very fair 
MBBS, Jr.Asst., well established 
Medical College Hospital, only 
daughter, Moola Natchatram 3rd 
Padam Dhanusu Rasi preferably Doc- 
tor/ Professionally qualified be- 
low 32yrs Ct: 9444948431/ Email: 
mohanshakila @ yahoo.com 


Looking 
Alliance for our 
Daughter residing 
in Singapore (24, 
Educated, Working, 

Farr, 5'8") Malki. 


‘The Groom 


should hail from 
well Educated, 
decent, Naidu 

Family, around 
27-29 years. 


® 93848 41333 
| seshkaush@gmail.com 





CHRISTIAN PARENTS invite suitable 
proposal for their son living in 
London, BE, MBA (UK), aged 44, God- 
fearing, smart, working for a glob- 
al firm earning GBP 100,000 p.a., 
and also overseeing family busi- 
ness in India and the UK. Please 
contact our daughter at email: 
sherin.gt@outlook.com  / — mob: 
9499007199. 


NAIDU GAVARA boy, age 26. Poo- 
radam, B.Sc Nursing, CRPF employ- 
ed, seeks Nursing or Govt. employed 
girl. Cont: 8281751749, 8590011621 





NAIR DOCTOR ( M.D.S) 44Years Di- 


vorced Well Settled in Chennai 
Seeks Suitable Bride. Ct: 
9677207214. 


SAURASTRA 


SOURASHTRA DOCTOR 27 Yrs MBBS 
(Chennai) studying M.D at USA, Ket- 
tal 3rd Patham, Viruchika Rasi 
need SOURASHTRA girl. 917 6000 927 


TAMIL 


TAMIL MUSLIM, 30/ 165cm, 32L/Year 
Salary, Fair & Handsome groom. 
Seeking good looking well educated 
girl. Contact: Ph 9676797507 


TAMIL RC Christian Vellala, 27 years, 
5.7 ft, Fair, Working with MNC. 
8825634628 


RC TAMIL Family Seek Proposal from 
God Fearing, middle class, unmar- 
ried RC Girls for Bachelor 49/ 
168/ 20000/ B.Sc., Working in Pvt 
College in Chennai. Contact: 
9840319390 


TAMIL MUSLIM GROOM, 30/173 cm, 
Doctorate in Engg (Ph.D.), Senior Sci- 
entist, traditional family seeks Reli- 
gious / Spiritual Doctor bride ( MBBS / 
PG) from respectable family in TN. 

Ct : +91-96297 77513. 





CSI CHRISTIAN 28/170Cms 5 ft 7 
inch 7Okg-Senior Engineer Non IT 
MNC Chennai-12L pa-Seeks educated 
bride-BC  Preferred-Ct: Parents 
8939161247 





CSI, 28, 178 cm, BE (MBA) MNC. 
Wanted God _ fearing Bride. 
drjchris02 @ gmail.com 


CHRISTIAN PARENTS invite suitable 
proposal for their son living in 
London, BE, MBA (UK), aged 44, God- 
fearing, smart, working for a glob- 
al firm earning GBP 100,000 p.a., 
and also overseeing family busi- 
ness in India and the UK. Please 
contact our daughter at email: 
sherin.gt@outlook.com / mob: +91 
9499007199. 


CHRISTIAN 29, 175cm, M.Tech/MNC/ 
Chennai Seeks well Qualified Girl. 
Contact: 6379397599 





TAMIL 


MARUTHUVAR HINDU, 29/ 170/ MBA/ 
Manager Chennai, only educated/ em- 
ployed mob- 9080688836 








HINDU NADAR- 32, Fair, SW 
Engineer, 45L / PA Dubai Well settled. 
seeks suitable Bride, Contact: 
94429 84922, 94438 60983. 


NAIDU AGE 46, 5.7/ 68 Kgs Divorced 
seeks suitable alliance/ Caste no 
bar. Contact: 8754478892 


MUDALIAR, FAIR 27/173cm MS (CS, 
USA) employed in Tesla USA. seeks 
professional brides in US/ Canada/ 
UK/ SG/ India from same caste. 
nandakumar_t@ hotmail.com 9840267955 





VISHWAKARMA TAMIL 28/168 Fair ME 
(Ph.d),Faculty Rs. 6 Lakhs PA 
Seeks suitable bride age below 26 
Ct: 944424748 1/8428432112 


HINDU PATTINAVAR Thulam Chithirai 
36/168 Divorcee BE MBA, Engineer 
MNC Car Co Seeks Suitable Bride 
with good Habits & Raghu or Kethu 
in 7th or 8th house 7418699730/ 
8610869832 


KARUNEEGAR VEG 45/165 unmarried 
M.Sc IT Lect Pvt College sks edu 
unmarried bride below 43 from 
Karuneegar/ OBC family 9629732716, 
9384994990 


HINDU SC PR 33/170 BE API Inspec- 
tor Petroleum Industry 25LPA well 
settled family Trichy seeks well educa- 
ted goodlooking Bride 98653 50317 





GAVARA NAIDU, 34, BE, MBA, Bank 
Manager, Uthirattathi. Seeks Suit- 
able Educated Bride From Naidu Fam- 
ily. 9443172955 / 9894357655 





VISWAKARMA 180CM 34 M Arch 
Pooradam Chennai seeks any profes- 
sionals CNB Geetham whats app 
9884858014 


MUDALIYAR 1978/170 DCE well set- 
tled Midunam,  Mirugaserisham-3 
Business seeks bride 9087865951/ 
9551167452 


HINDU NADAR, BE, MS, Age 25years , 
155cm Fair 5Lakhs PM US _ Bride 
Wanted K.A Raman nadar w-9380791999 


OWN COLLEGES Schools (Mudaliar) 27 
B.E.,M.B.A., Rich Family seeks 
suitable Bride Ct: 9940284235 





ELITE (ROYAL) Family, Pillai 28 
B.E., MS., Own Arts & B.Ed Col- 
leges ,Schools seeks Bride Ct: 
7305491610 





HINDU, AGAMUDAIYA mudaliyar, 39, 
divorce, Ph.D, Govt Job, 92000 pm, 
mirugasiridam, 9942556572 


VY TAMIL CHETTIAR, 40, ROHINI, 
B.E, SWE, UK 60L, Never Married, 
Seeks Suitable BC/FC Bride 32-35. 
8940195014 





TU VELLALA Mudaliyar Ayilyam, BE ( 
Mech) MBA 40 / 165 /1.2 Lac PM 
Divl.Engr, MNC Chennai Seeks 
Dosham Free Bride, Edu, Good na- 
tured of Same Caste.Ct: 9444023802 
/ 044-24416439 


KULALAR, ASWINI, Mesham 29/178, 
M.D (Doctor), Jipmer, Pondicherry, 
Seeks MBBS/MD/MS bride from Same 
Community. Brokers Excuse. 

Contact : 9443061292 


AUSTRALIAN BOY Mudaliar 28/166 
IT graduate UTS Sydney Australia, 
Avittam/ Kumbarasi, working in Austra- 
lian Federal Govt position as SAP pro- 
fessional holding properties in B'lore & 
Sydney seeking for a fair, slim & pro- 
fessionally qualified bride from affluent 
Hindu family willing to settle in Austra- 
lia. Caste & language no bar, preferab- 
ly Mudaliar. Contact 9591754024, 
tnvenkates @ gmail.com. 





AGAMUDAIYAR 36 MSc IT Consultant 
seeks Bride from OBC Email - 
nsanthakumar @ yahoo.com Mob- 
9444112697 


HINDU, 37/170, Uthiram, Simmam, 
MBA, Fair, Mutually Divorced, Senior 
Business Development Manager, Ke- 
nya, Africa, Rs. 5 Lakhs P.M. seeks 
good looking Educated Bride Below 
34, Caste / Religion no Bar. Contact : 
9344350756 





BC: SWEDEN-29-185-75KG-35 L/PA 
take home-Teetotaller-progressive/ 
liberal. Want a BC/MBC/non-Brahmin 
FC girl. Send detailed Tamil Matri- 
mony profile to vikibornini991@ 
gmail.com 


MUDALIYAR 26/170 research scholar 
UK Seeks well educated bride de- 
cent family ct:9445393075 





MUDALIAR 49YRS, Divorcee, No is- 
sues, Business, 5Lakhs per Annum 
seeks Bride, Caste No Bar. Ct: 
9840154533 


HINDU NADAR 27/180, MBA, working 
as manager Mumbai. Educated, and 
employed preferred. Contact: 
9496116444, sekarcc65 @gmail.com 


PILLAI,SSADHAYAM, 40/170 cm, B.E , 
Proj Mgr. in MNC Chennai, Unmar- 


ried, Seeks Graduate Employed 
Bride.-9487276258 /WhatsApp 
7550186526 


TAMIL YADAVA Bharani 27/175 No 
dosham IIT,IIM seeks well educated 
Girl,decent family,samecommunity.Ct 
9444170565, Mail: rjanaki1 969 @ 
gmail.com 


TAMIL 


IYER BRAHACHARANAM Bharadwajam, 
Mirugasirisham, 24.03.1988, 162cm, 
70kg. Fair, BE MBA., Manager in 
Leading Company in Chennai Rs. 
72000/-p.m. Expectation- Employ- 
ment not required, any Degree from 
Middle Class. Email: 
geethamurthy22 @ gmail.com, 

9444451066, 8608262057, 42788887 





V GOUNDER/BRAHMIN CNB. Looking 
for our SON. Born in 1989. 6ft. 
Athletic. BE, Sr. Software Engj- 
neer. 23L p.a. Looking for tall, 
simple, broad-minded girl. Call/ 
text at 9790927173/ 8778643494 (No 
Broker please) 


TAMIL YADAVA ( Caste No Bar) 26 / 
178 cm, fair, handsome/ MS (USA), 
employed in Seattle, HIB, Seeks 
professional bride from well set- 
tled family. ct: = rkamal2k1@ 
yahoo.com, 6374476302. 


V MBAIIM graduate, Program Manag- 
er, Chennai, 28/178, Sozhiya Vel- 
lalar, Fair groom seeks slim, good- 
looking, working bride from Pillai/ 
Mudaliyar, B.E/PG from reputed in- 
stitutions. Ph: 9840002359/ 
9994226490 





HINDU OBC, MBA, Age:43, Specialist 
- IT, Monthly salary Rs:1 Lakh, Legally 
Divorced Bridegroom seeks Bride. 
Caste No bar. Contact: 9865195031. 


THULUVA VELLALA Mudaliyar 27/MBA 





settled in Chennai, Working in a 
well established Company. Seeks 
Suitable vegetarian Bride Cont: 
9176368282 

SENAI THALAIVAR, 29/ 175 cm, BE, 
Uthiram/ Kanni, HCL/ 7.5 LPA, 
Clean Habit, Well settled family 


in Chennai, Seek good looking edu- 
cated Bride, Ct: 9003146001 


PILLAI 33/ 166 cm M.Phil Central 
Govt Swati/ Tula looking Govt/ 
PSU/ private bride CNB all India 
8248674572/ 9025077636 





HINDU CONSULTANT BE MIE,, US Texas 
Alyr seeks suitable fair bride 
9444003648/banu_lakshmi1102@yahoo.co.in 


ALLIANCE INVITED for Hindu 44 yrs 
divorced self employed businessman 
(no children) from suitable bride 
aged 32 to 35 years. Ct: 9789068116 


AD(PR) Hindu Tamil 4-12-1984 / 
Ashwini / 178cm. M.Sc., M.Phill., Lec- 
turer private, Tiruchirapalli. Only child 
of a retired SM, Nationalised Bank. 
Seeks suitable Bride. 99448 49049 


HINDU AD PR, 38/163 BE, SWE, 
Bengaluru (20 Lac / PA) well settled 
seeks suitable employed Bride. Caste 
No Bar. Native Tuticorin dist settled in 
Bengaluru. 9480030312 , 7676532081 


VANIYAKULA KSHATRIYA Doctor M.D, 
D.M, Slim Fair good looking 44/175 
Own Hospital 4 lac/ pm well set- 
tled clean habits innocent divorce 
seeks bride unmarried/ Divorcee 
fair & slim Doctor or PG/ UG from 
gee family background below 38- 

expectation. Contact: 
984061 9514 Chennai 





HINDU NADAR 56(B.COM) Ist Marriage 
Own Business & House @Chennai 
First/Divorcee/Widow Bride Ok 
8144005354 





VANNIYAR 27 Moolam, M.S System 
Engineer at ITER, France. 1st Padham 
Dosham Nagam & Chevvai. Civil or 
Foreigner invited. Salem. Ct: 
9629208065. 





WELL SETTLED Group A central Govt 
officer 55 looking widow divorcee 
9025077636 


MAN WITH age 59, Seeking Lady ei- 
ther Widower or Divorcee without 
dependents. Email: swamy6171@ 
gmail.com 


COIMBATORE, MBA 37 yrs, legally di- 
vorced, no kids, 7.5 lakh per an- 
num MNC job. No horoscope. CNB. Ex- 
pects qualified girl. Call: 94430 
60030, 98431 69594. 


PRAVEEN 31, BE ,Yadava, Deputy Man- 
ager, Pvt. Ltd,Chennai, Salary 60K 
PM, No Brokers, CT 7304465699 


ISAIVELLALAR PILLAI 32/172cm 
B.E.Mech Automobile Co. Chennai. 
Seeks Good Looking Graduate Girl 
9444803180 





VISWAKARMA BOY 39 Yrs, B.E/ 
MBA,Fitness Trainer / Coach,Self 
Employed,lssueless Divorcee from 
Chennai Seeks Bride Below 38 Yrs 
without Children. CNB,Ph: 
9384471588 / 9442132774 





HINDU VANNIAR 37/Tiruvonam, ma- 
gara rasi, B.Pharm, PG (Diet), PhD, 
PG(Yoga Therapy) MLT, MD(Acu), 
Teetotaller, Widower, Govt.officer 
2.5 L/pm own 6 acre plot and 2500 
sqft area hospital at Kallakurichi 
seeks bride to look after his hospi- 
tal. Caste, Religion no bar. 

Contact: 9865502670, 9500575834 


MUSLIM BOY. 29/175cm, BE,MS, 
MBA(USA) manufacturing Engg, well 
to do family in chennai.Ph:9445556810 


IYER BHARADHWAJAM Uthiram, 39yrs/ 
180cms, BE, HCL Chennai Rs.19 L/An- 
num, Own House at Chennai, seeks 
any Brahmin Girl. Ct: 09445222214 


500 CRORES Caste No Bar (Brahmin 
Pillai) 36 M.E Own Industry etc., 
Only son Elite family seeks  suit- 
able Rich family bride. Ct: 
7305491610 


ATHREYA IYER 55 Divorcee Central 
Govt Supervisor Blore req any 
bramhin below 50 graduate PI call 
9489780366 or email swamin410@ 
gmail.com 


TAMIL 


Thengalai, Koushigam, Thiruvaadhi- 
rai, Midunam, 30,6ft, 10th+ITI, Drafts- 
man civil, Pvt, 30000/- pm. Seeks +2/ 
Graduate, Chennai Employed Brahmin 
Bride. No other Expectations, Email : 
krispykowshik@ gmail.com, Contact : 
9003157244, 





IYER VADAMA Thiruvathirai 56Yrs / 
DEE Unmarried Smart Healthy Own 
Business Chennai 40K/PM Seeks blw 
A8Yrs_ Prfrd Widow / Unmarried / 
Slight defect Pure Veg, Orthadox 
Fmly (Divorcee / Brkrs Excuse) 
Ct:9840846524 


BRAHMIN ATHREYAM thiruvonam MA/41/ 
174/own house, 70K central Govt. 
seeks bride unmarried / divorcee. 
Horoscope not necessary, willing 
to be in Chennai.. Vishwakarma/ 
Lingayat & poor girls also pre- 
ferred. Ct: 8925119502 


SAIVA PILLAI 38yrs BE Working 
PVT in B'Lore, Seeks Bride below 35, 
any degree. Ct: 88613 88777. 


TELUGU 


VISHWAKARMA REVATHI star Boy 37/ 
56 ft,BE Fair, Animator, Salem, 
seeks suitable bride. Send horo- 
scope & biodata.E—-mail: mme37453 @ 
gmail.com 


WANTED A bride for my _ brother 
Shyamsunder, 41 yrs working in 
Dubai (BBA). Balija Naidu(any sub 
caste). Contact +91 
9901255885/murldhr@ gmail.com 


NAIDU 31/178, MBBS, MS (Ortho), 


Having own Hospital, Elite Family, 
Seeks bride Doctor / Eng - 
7358510790 





ELITE BALIJA-NAIDU 28 B.E., Own 
Bus Transport ( 100+ Buses) Well 
to do Family seeks Bride Ct: 
9940284235 


ELITE KAMMA-NAIDU 28 B.Tech., own 
Spinning Mills Etc., seeks Bride 
Ct: 7305491610 





REDDIAR TEETOTALER Veg Unmarried 
51/173 0+ Own Eng. Workshop Chen- 
nai Seeks Issueless Bride BHP 
9449886067 


BALIJA 1987/ 168 cm Aswini, Mesha, 
Btech. MNC, chennai. 15 LPA, Seeks 
suitable bride (Any sub caste) 
9884211710, 8939577274 





HINDU KAMMAVAR Naidu, 52, 
M.Sc., (Physics), Pvt. Coaching, Legal 
Divorcee, No issues seeks suitable 
Bride. Caste no Bar. Ct: 9003896721 





KAMMA BOY 1992, Moolam, Tall, 
Fair, Affluent, Good looking, MBA, 
Bank Employee, seeks same Communi- 
ty Alliance. Contact WhatsApp: 
99402 76661 





V NAIDU BRIDE WANTED for Groom 34/ 
170, Business Analyst, Nether- 
lands. Seeks educated Bride from 
decent family willing to relocate 
to Netherlands. Contact: 9444403745 


BALIWA NAIDU 26 yrs / 179 cm / 
Fair / M.tech Sr. Network Engineer 
in MNC, Only Son, Own House and 
Property in Chennai. 9790777700 





QSMF KSHATRIYA handsome PG 26/ 180 
Canada _ settled looking edu/ fair 
girl Caste no bar 9841805368 


NAIDU, 30/180, B.Tech-IIT, MBA- 
IIM, SPM, MNC, 45Lac.PA, Well Set- 
tled Family,CNB. 7299576644, 
7299576666 


SEEKING ALLIANCE for Telugu Brah- 
min Boy (Chewai Dosham) 30/162 
cm, working in California from any 
Brahmin girls-veg-based in US: 
8148281195 





Seeks Reddy Bride 
Reddy, MBBS, MD (USA), 
29yrs, Ht: 5'10", Very fair, 


working as doctor in 

seeking Reddy 

bride, who is 
doing residency in USA 
or appearing for USMLE 
steps or currently doing 
MBBS in India and inter- 
ested to do MD in USA. 
Please send biodata and 
photos in Whatsapp only. 


9550593768 
PURDUE 


SMU 27/168 ME Ph.D Mech. Teaching 
Fellow Anna Univ. seeks Doctor 
bride Urdu/Tamil. Ct:9444107569 





SMU PARENTS seek fair,good look- 
ing, educated,employed/unemployed 
bride below 25 for son 29/5.9 B.E 
working abroad. s.ahmed6456@ 
gmail.com 


MUSLIM BOY. 29/175cm, BE,MS, 
MBA(USA) manufacturing Engg, well 
to do family in chennai.Ph:9445556810 





IYER VADULAM Uthiram Nov 77 BSc 
(MCA) MNC 20 LPA .Seek any unmar- 
ried Brahmin Girl Ct 9841071359 


Thengalai, Naidruva Kashyappa, 
Poosam 32/172, MS(Engg) 
working in Deloitte Hyderabad, 9LPA, 
Seeks Well Educated, Preferably 
working Bride. Subsect no bar. Conta- 
ct: 9966377605, Send BHP to Email : 
suresh.sathyam54 @ gmail.com 





IYENGAR SRIVATSAM, Revathi, 40, 
BE, Charted Engr for Banks any 
Brahmin Qualified — girl. No 
Expectations.9176534093. 
vengadamrajan @ gmail.com 





BRAHMIN,40, ASSOCIATE Project Man- 
ager HCL Technologies Madurai, 
seeks anybrahmin girl, 9487851429 


BD 





MARRIAGE BUREAU 


103YR ALL Ind Naidu Sangam by regd 
Horoscope 2gm Thali AINS Mandabam 
Free cond apply 7845089089 Tnagar 


USA, Ch 








DISCLAIMER: Peale are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries and 
satisfy themselves about the authenticity 
of an advertisement before responding to 
publication / advertisement any in this 
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., 
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, 
does not vouch for the genuineness of any 
advertisement or advertiser or for any of 
the advertiser's products and/or services. 
In no event can the Owner, Publisher, 
Printer, Editor, Director(s), Employee(s) of 
this newspaper / company be held re- 
sponsible/liable in any manner what so 
ever for any claims and/or damages for 
publications / advertisements in this 
newspaper. 
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: WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 
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TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) : 
: Forecast for Sunday: Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning : 
: likely at isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and : 
: Meghalaya. Dense fog likely in isolated pockets over north Uttar : 
: Pradesh and Bihar. Cold wave conditions likely in isolated pock- : 
> ets over north Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand and Odisha ; 
: CITY MAX MIN : 


RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN 
= GAIT Asian erases ide Temes MOZMIKOEEicssccaranrnaxes —....33.8....24.3 : 
: Ahmedabad........... —....28.1....14.7 KUFNOOL ..........cceeeeeeeeees —....33.6....17.9 : 
 AIZeW hstaesussaaniaiass cea OincOd. “LUOMNOW state cnesccacee —....24.0....11.0 : 
: Allahabad.............. —....24.8....12.4 MGAGUPPAL oc cccoteccsivcescsescss —....32.4....21.0 : 
: Bengaluru............. —....30.4....15.6 Mangaluru..............00008 cS ul insd LA 
: Bhopal... —....23.4...11.1 Mumbai...........0cccee —.....342....16.9 : 
: Bhubaneswar......... 11003 3 Dee 14.5 MYSUFU .........00eeceeeeeeeees —....31.0....16.0 : 
: Chandigarh ........... —....23.1......7.0 New Delhi... ~...22.3...7.4 | 
> Chennai ................ —....30.1....20.6 PAUltd snssicsaseassaccesneacs 0.4....24.9....15.6 : 
© Coimbatore seuss =~ Ueda POR Bla feascessacssisiacares —....30.8....25.7 : 
> Dehradun.............. a ees ee, Puducherry ...............0008 —....30.6....19.0 
: Gangtok............0 —....10.8......7.3 PUNE ssasuyaresutesanvtierexoncne —....30.6....13.5 
a co ea eee =...34.1....20.2 9 Raipur... cece —....31.8....11.4 
> Guwahati ............. —....29.0....11.9 Rei ctxinossiduaattionmentc ud SOL 32 
© HUDBA sacaccstvscenue —....30.0....18.0 SIMUIGING winausuisineinddesshiue —....20.7 8.1 
> Hyderabad ............ —....31.1....17.0 SIUIMMNA asszeccansieossnvesesins —...14.8.000. - 
MPa staciinesnisewnass —....25.7......7.3 SriNaGal.........cceeeeeeeeeees —......6.9....-1.5 
= JANDUM Js.ccsteccesheccene —....23.2....11.1 Thiruvananthapuram......... —....33.7....23.2 
© ROCF sicecctectees ater: —....31.6....24.1 VG WMcsreceeasecrceeteteed =n 320 204 3 
> OMIM taccivccsuscsrexs —....19.0......5.6 Vijayawada... —....31.2....19.5 : 
© ROUGE scdssccretessiaas —....27.6....15.0 Visakhapatnam ............. —....30.4....19.0 : 
: (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 
: Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday 
: CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 
> Ahmedabad..... 31 .68 32 ....71 .101 .... 
: Bengaluru....... 14 117 36 ..103 .119 ... ee a ne 
: Chennai ......... 12, 224 AS 2134 L0G a 
= DONA sassasctasrees 37.69 61 ..249 .230 ...M quality index (AQI) score of 
: Hyderabad........ 5 124 55 ....85 .130 ....0 281 indicating an unhealthy 
> Kolkata........... 50 .30 51 ..337 .285 ...f ee 
> Lucknow......... 12 .64 81 ..204 .143 ...H : : 
! Mumbai... & 4 50 4036 206 ee ee 
& PUNE ccsiinccidaeae se - 97 9 ..141 .108 ...B 
: Visakhapatnam ..9 .75 18 ..151 .187 ...0 


: Air Quality Code: li Poor M Moderate Il Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
: §O2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 


HEMANI BHANDARI 
NEW DELHI 


deserted porch and 
iron shutters over 
the main gate is a 


common sight at most sin- 
gle-screen theatres in the 
city. 

The halls shut down on 
March 13, 2020, due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, and 
most of them are still 
closed despite the Delhi go- 
vernment allowing them to 
reopen. 

Theatres were among 
the worst-hit in the enter- 
tainment sector during the 
lockdown, and occupancy 
restrictions still make do- 
ing business tough, espe- 
cially for single-screen 
theatres. Many employees 
of small halls have had 
their salaries halved. 

Fifty-year-old Vijay 
Singh, who has been work- 
ing as a ticket-booking clerk 
at Gagan Cinema in Nand 
Nagri for the last 36 years, 
misses the time before the 
pandemic. “The hall would 
be full if a Salman Khan 
movie was playing. You 
would find as many people 
outside the hall as inside... 
but now, we sit idle all day, 
taking a stroll or basking in 
the sun,” he says. 

“T used to earn 16,000 a 
month before the outbreak. 
After the hall shut, the salar- 
ies of all employees were 
halved. But we are all grate- 
ful to the owner of the cine- 
ma hall for continuing to 
give us a pay cheque,” says 


ding celebrations as well. 
“We fixed the marriage of 
my daughter 10 days ago 


Mr. Singh. but we will organise the 
functions a year from now 
Salary cut when our financial condi- 


tion is better,” he says. 
Even though the cinema 
hall is closed, Mr. Singh 
makes the two-minute walk 
to the theatre daily. “My 
daughter-in-law is at home. 
It doesn’t look nice if I idle 
away at home, so, I come in 
[to the theatre] at 10 a.m. 


The salary cut has forced 
Mr. Singh and his family to 
reduce their expenses. “I 
have two sons and a 
daughter. My oldest son is 
married and lives with us. 
Earlier, we used to get 
three litres of milk every 
day, now we make do with 


> and monuments. 

: NOz: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 

: critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 


1.5 litres. Each of us used to 
have four cups of tea daily, 
now we have just two. This 
is the practical cost of the 
situation,” he says. 

Mr. Singh has had to pro- 
long his daughter’s wed- 


and leave at 7 p.m.” 
Ramashish Yadav, 43, 
who has been working as a 
security guard at west Del- 
hi’s Milan Cinema for the 
past nine years, is living in 
a makeshift accommoda- 


: death in people with heart or lung disease 


Delhi police notices to Baghpat - 


Farmers block 
several roads 
in Rajasthan 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
JAIPUR 





Farmers protesting against 
the Centre’s agriculture 
sector laws blocked the 
roads and highways at sev- 
eral places in Rajasthan for 
three hours on Saturday in 
response to the chakka 
jam call. Congress leaders 
also joined the agitating 
farmers at many places. 

Farmers in Srigangana- 
gar, Hanumangarh, Jhala- 
war, Dholpur and Jaipur 
blocked the highways and 
held demonstrations. A 
massive tractor rally was 
taken out in Kota. The Del- 
hi-Jaipur National Highway 
was completely blocked. 
There were no reports of 
any untoward incident. 

pec president Govind 
Singh Dotasra said the par- 
ty workers had joined the 
farmers to make the block- 
ade successful and ensured 
that it was peaceful. 


farmers over R-Day violence 


‘Tt is to instil fear so that we dont protest against farm laws’ 


ANUJ KUMAR 
GHAZIABAD 





Exercising powers under 
Section 160/91 of CrPc, Delhi 
Police has served notices on 
farmers in Baraut town of 
Baghpat district to join the 
investigation in connection 
to Republic Day violence in 
the Capital. 

The notice issued by Pan- 
dav Nagar and Seemapuri 
police stations said, “The in- 
vestigation revealed that 
there were reasonable 
grounds to ascertain facts 
and circumstances from 
you.” 


Serious IPC sections 

The FIR has been registered 
under serious sections such 
as 307 (attempt to murder), 
353 (criminal assault on pu- 
blic servant) 147 (rioting) 395 
(dacoity), 397 (robbery) and 


120B (criminal conspiracy) 
of IPC. The farmers have 
been called to the police sta- 
tion on Sunday. 

Brijpal Singh, a member 
of Desh khap, and Thamba 
Chaudhary of five villages, 
claimed they didn’t go to 
Delhi on the said date. “I was 
at the protest site in Baraut. 
It seems it is an attempt to 
instil fear in us so that we do 
not protest against farm 
laws.” He said he would rep- 
ly through his lawyer. 

Pandav Nagar Police Sta- 
tion SHO confirmed that the 
notices have been issued. 
Sub-Inspector Niraj Kumar 
said those who were under 
suspicion had been served 
notices. “We are thoroughly 


evaluating different kinds of 


evidence since January 26 
and a list has been prepared. 
The charges are serious. We 


BJP ally, SP demand compensation 
for damaged boats in Prayagraj 


Nishad Party has sought action against police, administration 


OMAR RASHID 
LUCKNOW 





Samajwadi Party president 
Akhilesh Yadav has accused 
the BJP government in Uttar 
Pradesh of ‘kicking the belly’ 
of the Nishad community, an 
Other Backward Class caste, 
after boats belonging to 
them were allegedly dam- 
aged by the police and admi- 
nistration in Prayagraj dis- 
trict during an anti-mining 
drive. 

Following the incident, 
the BJP’s ally in the State, the 
Nishad Party, has also de- 
manded action against the 
police and administrative of- 
ficials who allegedly dam- 
aged the boats and _lathi- 
charged Nishad boatmen 
and labourers, men and wo- 
men, near the Yamuna river 
on February 4. 

“By breaking the boats of 
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the Nishad community in 
Prayagraj, the BJP govern- 
ment has kicked on their bel- 
lies,’ Mr. Yadav tweeted. 

The BJP government 
should immediately apolo- 
gise to the Nishad communi- 
ty and provide them new 
boats for livelihood, Mr. Ya- 
dav demanded. 

On February, 4, a joint 
team of police personnel 
and administrative and min- 
ing officials landed up at Mo- 
habbatganj and Baswar vil- 
lage in the trans-Yamuna 
area of the district after com- 
plaints of alleged mining. 
Dozens of people on boats 
were digging sand out of the 
Yamuna, said  Prayagraj 
police. 

Officials explained to the 
people there that they were 
engaging in illegal work and 
illegal mining and that legal 


BD 


action could be taken 
against them, said the 
police. 


Local TV channels and 
portals showed police chas- 
ing the people assembled at 
the spot with batons in order 
to evict them. Sanjay Nishad, 
president of the Nishad Par- 
ty accused the police of lath- 
icharge on “innocent wo- 
men and children” and use 
of an earthmover to break 
some boats belonging to the 
community. 

Prayagraj police, howev- 
er, said when the team 
reached there, people start- 
ed to get “aggressive” and in- 
sisted on carrying on with 
the mining. A person from 
the crowd then pelted 
stones, police said. The pol- 
ice said it used “restraint to 
send back the people from 
the site. 


don’t want any innocent to 
be arrested. After two-three 
rounds of questioning, it 
would be clear who were ac- 
tually part of the violence.” 
He said at least 10 people 
in Baghpat were served not- 
ices. “The notices are also 
being served in other dis- 
tricts of west U.P. and Pun- 
jab. We are working with the 
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For single-screen 
theatres, it’s still 
a ‘ho show 


Many small cinema halls in Delhi have their shutters 
down despite the govt. allowing them to reopen 





(Top) Gagan Cinema in Nand Nagri; Milan Cinema in west 
Delhi's Karam Pura. =R.V. MOORTHY, SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 


tion under the stairs lead- 
ing to the hall. 

His utensils and grocer- 
ies are kept on the stairs 
and he prepares his meals 
on a stove near his bed. 

Mr. Yadav, who _ hails 


from Uttar Pradesh, used to 
earn ~10,000 a month be- 
fore the outbreak, but now 
gets about %7,000. He is 
barely able to make ends 
meet as he sends most of 
the money back home to 


his wife and children. “The 
employees are all old. They 
will not be able to get a job 
anywhere else,” he says. It 
is a fear Mr. Singh shares. 

In north Delhi’s Amba, a 
theatre that used to be pop- 
ular with college students, 
cinema manager Virender 
Antin, 35, surfs the Internet 
on his phone while sitting 
outside the entrance of the 
hall. He comes 15 days a 
month and gets %8,500. 
Earlier, he used to get 
~18,000 a month. 

Life has become tough, 
says the father of two 
school-going children. “My 
kids have to attend online 
classes. I had to buy a 
smartphone for them and 
took a loan from my pa- 
rents,” he says, adding that 
school fees is a major ex- 
pense for them now. 

“T live in Bawana and 
used to take the scooter to 
work, spending %150 on pe- 
trol every day. Now, I take 
the bus. It takes me two 
and a half hours one way 
and %15 a day. I have no oth- 
er option,” he says, adding 
that he has had to take mo- 
ney from family and 
friends to manage his 
household. 


No new release 

“The government has al- 
lowed reopening of 
theatres but no new films 
are releasing. The multi- 
plexes may be able to man- 
age even if a few people 
show up at every screen. 
We have only one screen 
and only two-three people 
turned up, but it stills costs 
us electricity and full staff 
attendance is needed,” he 
says. 

At Ritz Cinema in Kashm- 
ere Gate, peon Jaiveer, 49, 
says: “Poore din baithe rehte 
hain... man hi nahi lagta [I 
keep sitting idle all day... 
there’s no fun in that]. He is 
somehow managing the hou- 
sehold with his curtailed sal- 
ary. His two sons, one in 
Class 12 and another in first 
year of college, have de- 
ferred their education to find 
jobs and help their parents. 


Assam activist 
alleges threat 
for decision to 
contest polls 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
GUWAHATI 

An activist based in eastern 
Assam’s_ Bokakhat, near 
the Kaziranga National 
Park and Tiger Reserve, 
has claimed that the State 
machinery has been intimi- 
dating him ever since he 
decided to contest the 
coming Assembly election 
as an independent 
candidate. 

Pranab Doley, founder 
of a peasant and farm 
worker organisation Jeepal 
Krishak Sramik Sangha, 
said eight armed men in 
“police uniform” came 
knocking around midnight 
on February 3, a day after 
he announced his candida- 
ture for the Bokakhat con- 
stituency in  Golaghat 
district. 

“They parked their large 
vehicle outside the gate of 
my house and rapped on 
the door at 11.30 p.m. They 
left as people gathered 
upon being alerted by our 
dogs. The heavily armed 
men were in police un- 
iform,” Mr. Doley told The 
Hindu on Saturday. 

Bokakhat Sub-Divisional 
Police Officer P. Rajkhowa 
denied any involvement of 
the police in the incident. 
“Our men did not carry out 
any such operation in and 
around his house,” he said. 





‘Been victimised’ 

“I have been victimised 
along with senior activist 
Soneswar Narah by the sys- 
tem since I raised my voice 
against fake encounters of 
local villagers by the Kazi- 
ranga’s forest protection 
force,” he said. 

His supporters had been 
carrying out rallies to prot- 
est alleged bullying by the 
BJP-AGP combine. “Some 
3,000 of them took to the 
streets today [Saturday] 
too,” he added. 


Odisha revenue officials, policemen get jab 


STAFF REPORTER 
BHUBANESWAR 





: Top revenue and police offi- 


cials of Odisha on Saturday 
flooded social media plat- 
forms with photographs of 


3 them getting jab to dispel 


fear. As the State began vac- 
cinating, front-line workers, 


senior officials took the lead 
to take vaccine shots in front 
of their subordinates. 
Director General of Police 
Abhay was the first among 
the front-line workers to take 
the vaccine at Cuttack. At dis- 
trict level, Collectors and Su- 
perintendents of Police got 


themselves vaccinated. 

Photographs and videos 
were uploaded immediately 
on social media to do away 
with fear. 

“There is no point to get 
scared. Crores of people 
across the world are receiv- 
ing vaccine shots,” said Sud- 


hansu Sarangi, Commission- 
er of Police for Bhubaneswar 
and Cuttack. 

In Malkangiri district, 
where the Border Security 
Force personnel were de- 
ployed to fight the Left Wing 
Extremists, they were also 
administered vaccine. 













WESTERN RAILWAY 


CONSTRUCTION WORKS 


Deputy Chief Engineer (Const)l, Western 
Railway, 8th floor, Station Building, 
Churchgate, Mumbai-400020 invites offer 


TO ADVERTISE 


WESTERN RAILWAY 


E-Procurement Tender Notice No. S/05/2021 Dated : 03.02.2021 


S.N.| Short desctiption of Item Quantity 


T.O.D. 


Lever for 13 T Bogie Brake 300 Nos. | 15.02.2021 
Pin Cottered 2020 Nos. | 15.02.2021 
| 86 | Circlip 85X4H 191 Nos. | 16.02.2021 


local police,” he said. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, farmer leaders from 
the district have also been 
asked by the local adminis- 
tration to sign personal 
bonds “to maintain peace”. 

Meanwhile, addressing a 
gathering at the Ghazipur 
protest site on Saturday, 
BKU spokesperson Rakesh 
Tikaitsaid farmers would 
hold protests at police sta- 
tions if the notices were not 
withdrawn. 


PLEASE CONTACT 
Mr. N SELVA KUMAR 


through e-tender portal www.ireps.gov.in 
under Single packet-system for the 
following tender : Tender No. & Date: Dy 
CE(C)I-777, Dated 05.02.2021. Name of 
Work: Mahim-Bandra — Construction/ 
Strengthening of cast iron screw piles 
(Bridge No. 20): Placing of precast RCC 
box segments between south abutment 
and Pier No. 1 and strengthening of piers 
and other misc. works, Mumbai Division, 
Western Railway. Cost of tender 
document: Nil. NIT Cost:  6,14,46,942/-. 
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD): Nil. Bid 
submission closing on: 01.03.2021, 
15.00 hrs. The date of tender, terms & 
conditions and scope of work are uploaded 
and are available only in electronic format 
in our website www.ireps.gov.in 0640 


Like us on : [FJ facebook.com/WesternRly 


PH: 9820350726 


selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in 


THE = HINDU 


India’s National Newspaper 


|89| Common PipeBracket_ | 150. Noss. | 19.02.2021 | 
| 90 | Contactor fortimerelayVCB_ | 13, Nos. | 22.02.2021 | 
| 94 | Sub kitPOH-1 forTap changer, | 48 Set_| 22.02.2021 | 


95 eae Singal Lighting Unit Aspect Route,Shunt & 331 Nos. |24.02.2021 
Calling on 


| 96 | LED Signalling Light Unit Aspect Red, Yellow & Green | 233 Nos. | 24.02.2021 | 
3D-2D Echo Machine with Doppler 
| 98 | Parking Brake cylinder for parking brake system _|_ 107 Nos. | 25.02.2021 | 
| 99 | CircuitbreakerDC supply —C—C—~C~CSC*d:=CiS A. Nos._ | 25.02.2021 | 



















1 Nos. | 24.02.2021 


FRP Seat cum Back Rest 275 Nos. | 26.02.2021 
Set of Indication Lamp and Illumination Push Button 66 Set | 26.02.2021 


IMS Rake for MRVC-II EMU Rake 26.02.2021 





WESTERN RAILWAY 


No. : Sill/Auction Programme-1/March-2021 
e-AUCTION SALE DURING MARCH, 2021 FOR P - WAY & OTHER VARIOUS SCRAP 


SPECIAL ATTENTION : ALL STEEL PURCHASERS & RE-ROLLERS 
Public e-Auction for disposal of P.way scrap, Rail scrap and other various scrap material will be held in March, 2021 


as per program given below :- 


Dated : 05.02.2021 


| 1st Round | 2nd Round | 3rd Round | 4th Round Depot Officer in Charge Contact No. 


02.03.2021 | 12.03.2021 


03.03.2021 | 19.03.2021 


22.03.2021 


Sabarmati 
(SBI) 


Deputy Chief Materials 
Manager-SBI 


07927500080 
09724093774 


Switch for Headlight 


26.02.2021 


Spheri Bloc for Gear Case Torque Arm 580 Nos. | 26.02.2021 


26.02.2021 
27.02.2021 


Note for Sr. No.97 : A pre-bid meeting is being organised on 09.02.2021 at 15.00 
hrs. with potential suppliers on Zoom. The Zoom ID is 83682518410 Password is 
9wjJBJ. Interested vendors may get the specifiction and tender details from 
www.ireps.gov.in. For any clarification vendor may contact to Shri S.B. Mishra 


(Dy CMM / Admn) on 9004490769. 


Regarding detailed notice EMD, Purchase restrictions and detailed tender conditions, 
please visit website www.ireps.gov.in and www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in. 


0638 


For Principal Chief Materials Manager 


Like us on : [Fq facebook.com/WesternRly | Follow us on: E%% twitter.com/WesternRly 


30.03.2021 Bhavnagar Para|_ Sr. Divisional Materials 02782444360 
__ (BVP) Manager-BVP 09724097750 
23.03.2021 Mumbai Maha- | Deputy Chief Materials 022-24929571 
_ Lakshmi (MX) Manager-MX 09004495750 


24.03.2021 Ahmedabad Sr. Divisional Materials 07922205888 
i? (ADI) Manager-ADI 


03.03.2021 | 13.03.2021 


04.03.2021 | 15.03.2021 


05.03.2021 | 16.03.2021 


09724093750 
Ratlam Sr. Divisional Materials 07412230080 
25.03.2021 
(RTM) Manager-RTM 09752492750 
Pratapnagar Deputy Chief Materials 02673241295 
(PRTN) Manager-DHD 09724090455 
Vadodara Sr. Divisional Materials 02652641592 
eee e0e (BRC) Manager-BRC 
Rajkot 
RJT) 
Mumbai Central 
edekicesan Vislsmiaicaaie (MMCT) Manager-MMCT 09004499006 
Dah Deputy Chief Material 26732412 
31.03.2021 = | ahod eputy Chief Materials 02673 95 


06.03.2021 | 27.03.2021 


08.03.2021 | 17.03.2021 


02812476943 
09724094770 


022-23094142 


08.03.2021 | 22.03.2021 


Manager-RJT 


Sr. Divisional Materials 


05.03.2021 | 12.03.2021 


9724091750 
Sr. Divisional Materials 
(DHD) Manager-DHD 09724090455 
For detailed information please contact the concerned Depot Officers. Note: 1. Railway reserves the right to withdraw 
any lot from e-Auction. 2. e-Auction will start at as per scheduled time. 3. e-Auction catalogues will be available on site 
www.ireps.gov.in e-Auction portal. 4. In case of any assistance required regarding e-Auction, digital signatures, 
registration procedure and participation, please contact above mentioned Depot Officer. 5. All payment transactions 


shall be done through the online payment gateway. 
0642 


10.03.2021 | 20.03.2021 


For Principal Chief Materials Manager 


Like us on : [FJ facebook.com/WesternRly Follow us on : EJ twitter.com/WesternRly 


PARVATI DEVI 


DP/570/N/2020 


SEARCH FOR MISSING 
= ~+| General public is hereby informed that a 
female (depicted in the photo), Namely: 
Parvati Devi W/o Late Sh. Padam Singh 
R/o Village Kandi, P.O. Chardhar, Patti 
Idwalasue, Pouri, Garwal, Uttrakhand 
has been missing/abducted from the area 
of PS. Kashmere Gate, Delhi since 
D/.01.2020. In this regard a case vide FIR 
No. 232/20 u/s 365 1PC dated 12.07.2020 
has been lodged at Police Station 
Kashmere Gate, Delhi. Her physical 
description is as under:- 
Age: 82 Years, Height: 5’, Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, Built: 
Normal, Wearing: White colour saree and blouse and hawai 
sleeper in feet. 
Any person having any information/Clue about this missing 
female, may inform SHO, Kashmere Gate, Delhi at E-mail ld - 
cic@cbi.gov.in or Website: http://cbi.nic.in 

SHO 


PS. Kashmere Gate, Delhi 
North Distt., Delhi 
Ph. No. 017-2396/7889, 22968730, 8750870123 


| 


Phone: 
011-24368638, 24368641 
Fax No. 011-24368639 
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ee C ong. moots law {O protect Sabarimala customs 


Farmers block roads, 
toll plazas in protest 


This included the core de- 
mand for repeal of the laws 
as well as a protest against 
the government and the pol- 
ice intimidation, in the form 
of arrests, missing people, 
barricades, and the suspen- 
sion of power, water and In- 
ternet services. The third fo- 
cus was on the cut in the 
allocation for the agricul- 
ture sector in the Union 
Budget this year. 

He also expressed anger 
at Agriculture Minister Na- 
rendra Singh Tomar’s state- 
ment in Parliament on Fri- 
day. “During the talks, he 
said he was ready to make 
changes to remove whatev- 
er is problematic in the 
laws. But yesterday, he said 
the laws are in the interests 
of farmers, which is a lie.” 

The road blockades 
seemed to be most exten- 
sive in Punjab and Haryana. 
Apart from a blockade at 
Palwal on the Delhi-Agra 
Highway by around 2,000 
farmers, protesters blocked 
the major Delhi-Jaipur and 
Delhi-Ambala highways as 
well. Overall, protesters 
blocked roads in at least 300 
places across Haryana, said 
Haryana Kisan Sabha vice- 
president Inderjit Singh. 

The protest was also 
peaceful in Punjab, where 
farmers blocked roads and 


hampered the movement of 
traffic in several districts. 
Farmers were seen shouting 
slogans against the govern- 
ment, but the crowd at Mo- 
hali’s Phase-7 road intersec- 
tion, a prominent protest 
location, was thinner than 
during previous protests. 

In Delhi, where there was 
no plan for road blockades, 
a solidarity meeting organ- 
ised by trade union activists 
and others was sought to be 
organised at a park in the In- 
come Tax Office area, which 
saw high levels of violence 
and chaos on Republic Day. 

The police took at least 
three trade union leaders in- 
to preventive custody in the 
morning, and then detained 
about 60 protesters at the 
park itself. Nearly 50,000 
police personnel were de- 
ployed across the city, with 
others monitoring social 
media for rumours, while 
drones scanned key loca- 
tions. Farm unions reported 
police detentions at Jaura in 
Madhya Pradesh, near Yela- 
hanka stadium in Bengalu- 
ru, and a highway near Hyd- 
erabad. 

(With inputs from Vikas 
Vasudeva in Punjab, Ashok 
Kumar in Gurugram, and 
Hemani Bhandari, Jatin 
Anand and Priscilla Jebaraj 
in New Delhi) 


NITI Aayog seeks to track 
impact of green verdicts 


Projects to be analysed in- 
clude the construction of an 
airport in Mopa, Goa; cessa- 
tion of iron ore mining in 
Goa, and the shutting down 
of the Sterlite copper plant 
in Thoothukudi, Tamil Na- 
du. 

The others are decisions 
by the NGT involving sand 
mining, and construction 
activities in the National 
Capital Region. 

“These have been some 
of the most significant cases 
in the recent past that have 
caused substantial damage 
to the economy,” the brief 
notes. The study is to be un- 
dertaken by the Jaipur- 
headquartered CUTS (Con- 
sumer Unity and Trust So- 
ciety) Centre for 
Competition, Investment 
and Economic Regulation, 
that also has an internation- 
al presence. 

“The judiciary needs to 
take into account environ- 
ment, equity and economic 
considerations while decid- 
ing cases, and needs to insti- 
tutionalise a mechanism for 
it,” the brief notes. 

“The absence of ex-ante 
(before an event) analysis of 
the economic costs associat- 
ed with a decision is further 
exacerbated when judicial 
activism by courts and tri- 


bunals is also in play.” 

Vikrant Tongad, Uttar 
Pradesh-based environmen- 
talist and founder, Social Ac- 
tion for Forest and Environ- 
ment (SAFE) was among 
those whom CUTS reached 
out to, as an expert, because 
of his involvement in cam- 
paigns against sandmining 
operations. He told The Hin- 
du that he found the study 
“surprising” in its intent. 
“Does the government now 
want to train judges not to 
give such judgements? Is the 
government forgetting that 
due to their negligence, 
courts have been forced to 
give strict orders. Will the 
NITI Aayog also study how 
much damage will be done 
if the courts do not give such 
orders,” he asked. 

Vice-Chairman of NITI 
Aayog Rajiv Kumar said the 
study was a purely econom- 
ic exercise. 

“The intent of this study 
is to analyse the cost and be- 
nefit of certain judicial deci- 
sions. It doesn’t question 
judicial intervention. I was, 
for example, happy to see 
how Supreme Court's inter- 
vention led to the adoption 
of CNG (compressed natural 
gas, in transport vehicles in 
Delhi) and the economic be- 
nefits from it.” 


PM lauds judiciary for 
safeguarding rights 


Stressing that the Gujarat 
High Court had always stood 
for the independence of the 
judiciary and respected the 
principle of separation of 
powers, Justice Shah said, 
“Even in the dark days of 
Emergency, judges of this 
court stood for the protec- 
tion of human rights and in- 


dependence of the judici- 
ary.” 

Apart from highlighting 
the role of technology in de- 
livering justice during the 
pandemic, Mr. Prasad reiter- 
ated the government’s com- 
mitment towards indepen- 
dence of judiciary as “total 
and absolute”. 


FSSAI caps trans fats 
in food products 


Trans-fatty acids are created 
in an industrial process that 
adds hydrogen to liquid ve- 
getable oils to make them 
more solid, increase shelf 
life of food items and for use 
as an adulterant as they are 
cheap. 

They are present in 
baked, fried and processed 
foods as well as adulterated 
ghee, which becomes solid 
at room temperature. 

They are the most harm- 
ful form of fats as they clog 
arteries and cause hyper- 
tension, heart attacks and 
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other cardiovascular diseas- 
es. 

The WHO has called for 
the elimination of indus- 
trially produced trans-fatty 
acids from the global food 
supply by 2023. 

“The latest amendments 
to FSSAI rules signal the 
completion of the process of 
regulating trans fats in In- 
dia. The move will make a 
big difference to the health 
harm caused by this un- 
wanted ingredient,” said 
Ashim Sanyal, COO of Con- 


sumer Voice. 


Draft envisages jail term for those 
violating the sanctity of the shrine 


G. ANAND 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 


The Congress on Saturday 
appeared to stonewall a bid 
by the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) [CPI(M)] to 
relegate the Sabarimala issue 
to the backburner. 

Former Kerala Home Mi- 
nister and Congress leader 
Thiruvanchoor Radhakrish- 
nan revealed an initial draft 
of the law that sought to pro- 
tect the “religious rights and 
customs” of Ayyappa devo- 
tees if the Congress is voted 
to power. He said Sabarimala 
was an election issue. “The 
CPI(M)’s bid to dodge discus- 
sion on the subject would 
not pass muster with the vo- 
ters. The CPI(M) should spell 
out whether it opposed the 
Bill,” he added. 

In a verdict in September 
2018, the Supreme Court al- 
lowed women of all age 





‘Containment 
steps working 
in Kerala now 


C. MAYA 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 


The third round of serosur- 
veillance conducted by the 
Indian Council for Medical 
Research (ICMR) in three 
districts in Kerala in mid- 
December, as part of a na- 
tional sero survey, has put 
the seropositivity rate (IgG 
positivity, indicative of si- 
lent, prior exposure to 
SARS- CoV-2) at the time at 
11.6%. 

This is a jump by 14.5 
times from August, when 
the ICMR’s second round 
of sero survey had indicat- 
ed a seroprevalence of 
0.8% in the State. 

The sero survey was 
conducted in Ernakulam, 
Thrissur and Palakkad in 
December 2020. 

The first round of the se- 
ro survey in May in the 
same districts had shown a 
seroprevalence of 0.33%, 
while the second round in 
August showed the sero- 
prevalence to be 0.8%. 

When compared to the 
national average, Kerala’s 
seroprevalence (11.6%) as 
of December was just half 
that of the national average 
(21%). This shows the effec- 
tiveness of robust contain- 
ment measures in the 
State, it is claimed. 

However, the other side 
of the story is that if the se- 
roprevalence at the nation- 
al level went up by 3.1 
times between August and 
December, in Kerala, this 
went up by 14.5 times dur- 
ing the same period. 

Extrapolating, it can be 
seen that for every case of- 
ficially diagnosed and de- 
tected, the State had mis- 





sed only about six 
infections in the 
community. 


Kerala fares extremely 
well if this is compared at 
the national level, wherein 
30 infections were being 
missed for every case de- 
tected in December. This 
indicates the efficacy of the 
focussed testing strategy 
adopted by the State. 


groups to enter the Ayyappa 
temple. The State has seen 
numerous protests against 
allowing such entry. 

The Congress move 
seemed a counter to Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s 
attempt to throw water on 
the party’s gambit to revive 
the Sabarimala issue to draw 
Hindu votes. 

Mr. Vijayan had said Saba- 
rimala was not a talking 
point presently. The Su- 
preme Court was reviewing 
the matter. The government 
“will discuss with everybo- 
dy” and calibrate its position 
once the court delivered its 
verdict, he said. 

The Congress’s draft law 
states that the Devaswom 
Board will ensure that wor- 
ship at the temple strictly ad- 
heres to the established tra- 
dition, “notwithstanding 
anything contained in any 





Poll issue: The Congress says the ruling CPI(M) has been 
trying to dodge discussion on the Sabarimala issue. 


judgment, decree or order”. 

The Bill proposes to allow 
only devotees who have 
complied with temple tradi- 
tion to enter its precincts. It 
describes “Ayyappa devo- 
tees” as persons who follow 
the “Ayyappa Dharma”. 
They include only women 
aged below 10 and above 50 
(Malikappuram). It describes 
“Ayyappans and Malikappu- 
rams” as those who have 
earned the right to enter the 
temple by observing a 41-day 


SEC confines A.P. 
Minister to home 


Peddireddi accused of causing fear 


STAFF REPORTER 
VIJAYAWADA 

Andhra Pradesh State Elec- 
tion Commissioner N. Ra- 
mesh Kumar on Saturday 
asked the Director-General 
of Police (DGP) to confine 
Panchayat Raj and Rural De- 
velopment Minister Peddi- 
reddi Ramachandra Reddy 
to his residential premises 
till the completion of the 
gram panchayat elections 
on February 21, on the 
ground that he had created 
fear in the minds of the elec- 
torate by making statements 
that amounted to interfering 
with the election process. 

In his proceedings, 
Mr. Ramesh said the al- 
leged threatening of 
District Collectors, dis- 
trict election authori- 
ties, and Returning Of- 
ficers by the Minister 
was a serious breach of 
law and the tenets of 
the Constitution, and it was 
tantamount to subverting 
the democratic process of 
elections to the local bodies. 

Charging the Minister 
with the abuse of his office 
for wrongful ends, the SEC 
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PRADESH 





Minister Peddireddi 
Ramachandra Reddy 


said in his order to the DGP 
that if corrective steps were 
not taken immediately, the 
holding of free and fair elec- 
tions would be in peril and 
in danger of being 
Vitiated. 

He stated that the 
restrictions imposed 
on the Minister were 
entirely preventive 
in nature, while de- 
nying access to the 
media, and that the 
Minister could go out to avail 
himself of medical services 
or meet other exigencies 
that warranted inevitable 
movement. He would have 
access to all official records 
and papers, the SEC said. 


austerity period, marked by 
celibacy, spartan vegetarian 
diet, and sobriety. 

The Devaswom Board, in 
consultation with the Tantri, 
will ban the entry of persons 
who do not adhere to the Ay- 
yappa Dharma and, hence, 
might unsettle the “purity, 
serenity and sacred nature” 
of the temple. It also envisag- 
es imprisonment of not less 
than three months and up to 
two years to those who vio- 
late the shrine’s sanctity. 


‘Problematic move as 
case is pending before SC’ 


STAFF REPORTER 
KOCHI 





“The Supreme Court had 
held in its initial judgment 
that the exclusion of women 
for the specific reason of 
menstruation is violative of 
their fundamental rights,” 
says Kaleeswaram Raj, advo- 
cate practising in the Su- 
preme Court. 

“Going by that logic 
which is still available, you 
cannot have legislation 
which goes against the judg- 
ment of the Constitution 
Bench. The judgment main- 
tained that the practice has 
been violative, is of recent 
origin and goes against the 
tenets of gender justice, the- 
refore it violates the equali- 
ty clauses of the Constitu- 
tion,” he said. 

“Tt could be a violation of 


fundamental rights as ascer- 
tained by the SC in the initial 
judgment,” he added. 


Review awaited 

“The initial judgment has 
not been reviewed and re- 
called. The matter is now 
pending before the Su- 
preme Court and what the 
Constitution Bench had ear- 
lier said has not been strict- 
ly reviewed. That has only 
been adjourned for further 
adjudication, keeping it in 
abeyance. A __ legislative 
move at this juncture will be 
problematic since it is per- 
taining to something before 
the Supreme Court. It could 
constitute an intrusion into 
the ongoing adjudication 
process, and will be incom- 
petent and vulnerable to 
challenge,” he said. 


Protests rock university in 
Kerala for tne second day 


Ruckus continues 


over appointment 


of ex-MP’s wife 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
KOCHI 





The main campus of the 
Sree Sankaracharya Univer- 
sity of Sanskrit at Kalady in 
Kerala witnessed protests by 
the Congress’s student wing 
for the second consecutive 
day on Saturday against the 
appointment of R. Ninitha, 
wife of M.B. Rajesh, former 
Palakkad MP of the CPI(M), 
as an assistant professor in 
the Department of 





The police stopping protesters from entering the office of the 
Vice-Chancellor at the university in Kalady on Saturday. 


in the appointment. Howev- 
er, the police stopped them 
from entering the office. 


Malayalam. 


The day’s protests began 


with activists affiliated 
to the Ernakulam dis- 
trict unit of the Kerala 
Students’ Union (KSU) 
taking out a march to 
the main campus. The 
police had locked the 


gates leading to the adminis- 
trative and academic blocks. 
The activists then climbed 
over the gates and rushed to- 
wards the office of Vice- 
Dharmarajan 
P.K. raising slogans alleging 
irregularities and nepotism 


Chancellor 





KERALA 





KSU activists alleged that 
the Vice-Chancellor was pro- 
tecting the interests of 
the CPI(M) by justifying 
Ms. Ninitha’s appoint- 
ment. They also ac- 
cused the Left Demo- 
cratic Front 
government of speed- 
ing up backdoor appoint- 
ments of its well-wishers 
ahead of the Assembly elec- 
tion. 

Ms. Ninitha’s appoint- 
ment had sparked a row af- 
ter one of the subject ex- 
perts took to social media on 


‘Gen. Thimayya will continue to inspire’ 


President opens 
museum at 
Madikeri 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
MYSURU 
President Ram Nath Kovind, 
who inaugurated Gen. Thi- 
mayya Museum at Madikeri 
in Karnataka’s Kodagu dis- 
trict on Saturday, said it 
commemorates the services 
and valour of one of the 
greatest soldiers of India. 
General K.S. Thimay- 
ya served as the Chief of 
Army Staff from 1957 to 
1961 and his ancestral 
house ‘Sunny Side’ has 
been renovated and 








President Ram Nath Kovind and wife Savita at the Gen. 
Thimayya Museum in Madikeri. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT 


converted into a museum. 
The museum showcas- 
es memorabilia, in- 
cluding weapons and 
military uniforms, and 
houses a battle tank at 


KARNATAKA the entrance in addi- 


tion to a fighter jet, MiG 21, 
both of which were used in 
the 1971 war. 

The President later wrote 
in the visitors’ book: “Gener- 
al Thimayya Museum pre- 
serves special aspects of the 


extraordinary character and 
contribution of one of the 
finest soldiers in the history 
of our army.” 

“The memorabilia at Sun- 
ny Side, once the residence 
of Gen. Thimayya, highlights 
the sterling features of our 
brave forces. District Kodagu 
has the honour of having en- 
riched our armed forces 
with stalwarts like Gen. Thi- 
mayya and Field Marshal Ca- 
riappa. I am sure that the 
museum will inspire our 
youth to carry forward the 
legacy of Gen. Thimayya,” 
the President remarked. Mr. 
Kovind also paid homage at 
the War Memorial which is 
on the premises. 


Ghana President gets a taste of Malayali mobilisation 


Trolls seek ‘release’ of legislator PV. Anvar said to be in detention in the African country 


ABDUL LATHEEF NAHA 
MALAPPURAM 


Republic of Ghana President 
Nana Akufo-Addo must be a 
puzzled man. 

A large group of Malayalis 
has swarmed his Facebook 
page with comments in 
Malayalam and English 
sarcastically asking for the 
“release” of P.V. Anvar, MLA, 
from Ghana. 

After commenting 
apologetically against Sachin 
Tendulkar on tennis star 
Maria Sharapova’s page a 
couple of days ago, Malayali 
netizens proved yet again 
that they had few 
competitors and parallels in 
social media sarcasm and 
humour. 





Mr. Anvar has been away 
for the past several weeks, 
and there were rumours 
that he was detained in 
Ghana, the West African 
country he visited in 
connection with his 
business. 

Soon after Ghana 
President’s February 2 post 
on the ‘Composition of the 
Council of State’ on FB, 
hundreds of Malayalis began 
commenting about Mr. 
Anvar. The post got 305 
shares and 3,400 comments 
till Saturday evening. 

A comment by Fazal 
Kavot read: “Mr. Nana Addo, 
kindly send back our great 
rainfall observer, Mr. and Dr. 
Anwar, MLA, to our nation. 


[ ) Hane Addo Dunkin Aduto-Agda 
uw 
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Barrage of requests: A screenshot of Ghana President 
Nana Akufo-Addo's Facebook page. 


He is the inventor of 
‘Japanese Clouds’.” 

The user was referring to 
an old comment by Mr. 
Anvar that “monsoon clouds 


from Western Ghats travel to 
Japan and causes rain 
there”. 

Najad Palathingal 
commented: “Our scientist 


from Kerala has been 
missing for a few days. We 
request you to find him as 
soon as possible.” Another 
commenter, Sabith, went on 
to issue a “threat”: “If he 
[P.V. Anvar] is not released 
soon, we are ready to 
organise a dharna in front of 
the Ghana Secretariat. As a 
first step, the Ghananian 
President’s image will be 
burned in all cities of Kerala. 
Please don’t underestimate 
the power of Kerala people.” 

But Mr. Anvar responded 
to the trolls in a jovial 
manner. Borrowing a 
Rajinikanth dialogue from 
Tamil movie Basha, Mr. 
Anvar said: “I will come late, 
but I will be the latest.” 


BD 





Thursday, saying that “it was 
his first experience where 
the rank list had gone topsy- 
turvy.” Those who got the 
first two ranks were by- 
passed to choose Ms. Ni- 
nitha, he said. She was 
ranked first in the list of can- 
didates in the Muslim cate- 
gory. 

The Vice-Chancellor had 
denied the charge, saying 
the selection process was 
transparent. 

CPI(M) State committee 
member and Ms. Ninitha’s 
husband M.B. Rajesh alleged 
conspiracy by the three sub- 
ject experts to favour a can- 
didate known to them. 


IN BRIEF 





‘Golden Chariot’ to be 
back on track in March 
MYSURU 

Karnataka’s luxury train 
Golden Chariot, which had 
gone off the rails for over 
three years, is set to chug 
again from March 14, after a 
complete makeover. The train 
will have WiFi-enabled 
cabins, new upholstery and 
renovated bathrooms. The 
service, which began in 
2010, covers major tourist 
destinations. 


Police record Sunny 
Leone's statement 

KOCHI 

The Ernakulam Crime Branch 
unit has recorded the 
statement of actor Sunny 
Leone on a petition filed by 
the coordinator of an event 
which she was supposed to 
attend in the district on 
Valentine's Day in 2019 but 
did not. Shiyas, the petitioner, 
accused the actor of cheating 
the organisers of 29 lakh, 
which was paid to her as fee. 
Ms. Leone's statement was 
recorded a couple of days ago 
at a movie location at Poovar. 


MLA donates €3.16 crore 
to TTD for temple in T.N. 
TIRUMALA 

AIADMK MLA from Tamil 
Nadu and member of the 
Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) Trust 
Board, R. Kumaraguru, on 
Saturday handed over 
documents for four acres of 
land and =3.16 crore to TTD 
Chairman Y.V. Subba Reddy 
for building a temple of Lord 
Venkateswara in his native 
Ulundurpet constituency. 
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Action-packed: (from left) Farmers protesting during the chakka jam call; blocking the Jalandhar-New Delhi National Highway; and volunteers at the Singhu border in New Delhi on Saturday. =susHit KUMAR VERMA & PTI 


Village groups coordinate chakka jam 


Meticulous planning ensured participation of people at protest sites outside Delhi and elsewhere 


SHINJINI GHOSH 
NEW DELHI 

Protesting farmers at the 
Singhu border on Saturday 
said residents of their res- 
pective villages had partici- 
pated in the chakka jam 
(road block) called by the 
farmers. 

Teams and committees at 
the village level had been 
formed earlier to coordinate 
between those who were re- 
quired to be present at the 
borders and those who 
would participate in the 
chakka jam, they said. 

Patiala resident Manjeet 
Singh, who has been at the 
Singhu border since the 
protest began, said, “These 
days we are mostly staying at 
the borders on a rotational 
basis. Committees have been 
formed at the village level 
specially for coordination 
purposes — to decide which 
group is going to be at the 








Strict vigil: Heavy security arrangements in place at the 
Singhu border in New Delhi on Saturday. =susHiL KUMAR VERMA 


borders and for how long.” 
“Similarly, for the chakka 
jam as well, it was decided as 
to who all will block the high- 
ways. Considering we are 


here at the border, people 
from our village have partici- 
pated in the three-hour 
blockade, in large numbers. 
From our village, tractors 


and trolleys were used to 
protest on the Bhatinda- 
Chandigarh highway. Link 
roads were also shut during 
this period, according to the 
updates we received from 
those who participated,” Mr. 
Singh said. 

Several tractors and trol- 
leys were also seen arriving 
at the Singhu border on Sa- 
turday, with groups of peo- 
ple joining the protest, even 
as the chakka jam was under 
way in other parts of the 
country. 


Division of labour 

Vikram Singh of Bathinda 
said, “I have been at the 
protest site since the first 
day. We have 25 to 30 trol- 
leys from our village itself. 
The village pradhan is the 
one who is mostly coordinat- 
ing and organising everyth- 
ing. People from our village 
have gone to the Bhatinda- 


Amritsar highway for the 
chakka jam. Because the dis- 
tance is also less, there are 
instances where all mem- 
bers from a particular family 
have joined the three-hour 
long blockade.” 

Stating that people back 
in the villages were ready 
and motivated to participate 
in the protest, Maninder 
Singh, a farmer from Mohali 
district said, “The call had 
gone from the main stage at 
Singhu border and people in 
the villages were more than 
happy to join the protest. 
Everyone is prepared. Any- 
way people are visiting the 
borders on a rotational ba- 
sis. So the ones who are cur- 
rently in the villages joined 


the chakka jam 
wholeheartedly.” 
Internet services re- 


mained disrupted at the 
Singhu border amid deploy- 
ment of security forces. 


Farmers block highways 
in Punjab and Haryana 


Protests were peaceful; no untoward incident was reported 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
CHANDIGARH 





Members of different farmer 
outfits in parts of Punjab and 
Haryana on _ Saturday 
blocked several national and 
State highways and squatted 
on roads between 12 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. as part of a pro- 
gramme against the Union 
government’s three agricul- 
ture laws. 

The protests, which saw 
the participation of elderly, 
women and youth, were 
peaceful and no untoward 
incident was reported. Slo- 
gans were raised against the 
Centre, demanding the re- 
peal of the laws. 

Roads in Patiala, Moga, 
Ferozepur, Fazilka, Barnala, 
Faridkot, Muktsar, Mansa, 
Bathinda and other districts 
were blocked, hampering 





Loud and clear: Farmers shouting slogans as they block an 
expressway at Kundli in Haryana on Saturday. =ap 


traffic. Sukhdev Singh, gen- 
eral secretary of Bharatiya 
Kisan Union (Ugrahan), one 
of the largest farmers’ outfit 
in Punjab, said that its mem- 
bers blocked roads in 13 dis- 
tricts. 

Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh 
Committee (KMSC) general 
secretary Sarvan Singh 


Pandher said its members 
blocked roads at 57 places in 
Amritsar and Tarn Taran 
among other districts. 

The protests were held on 
a call from the Samyukt Ki- 
san Morcha, a joint front of 
farmer unions, which had 
been agitating against the 
farm laws. 





NY State Assembly resolution 
calls for Kashmir American Day 


It was sponsored by two Democratic Assemblymen 


SRIRAM LAKSHMAN 


A resolution petitioning New 
York State Governor Andrew 
Cuomo to declare February 
5 as Kashmir American Day 
was passed by the State’s Le- 
gislative Assembly on Febru- 
ary 3. The 5th is also ob- 
served in Pakistan as 
Kashmir Solidarity Day and 
a social media post from the 
Consulate of Pakistan in 
New York suggests the coun- 
try had a role in promoting 
the resolution. 

If the New York State Go- 
vernor decides to recognise 
the day as suggested, it 
could potentially contribute 
to an understanding of the 
Kashmir issue that is out of 
kilter with the Indian go- 
vernment’s positions and 
messaging. 

The resolution, which 
was sponsored by two De- 
mocratic | Assemblymen, 
Nader Sayegh and Nick Per- 
ry, says, “The Kashmiri com- 
munity has overcome adver- 
sity, shown perseverance, 
and established themselves 
as one of the pillars of the 





Andrew Cuomo 


New York 
communities.” 

“Kashmiri people living 
around the world speak the 
Koshur language and prac- 
tice their distinct and an- 
cient rites of Islam, Hin- 
duism, and Sikhism; and in 
the recognition of their un- 
ique cultural identity and 
storied history, which has its 
roots in the Himalayan 
foothills and the Pir Panjal 
Range, helps to keep the 
Kashmiri identity alive,” it 
says. 

“The State of New York 
endeavours to champion hu- 
man rights including the 
freedom of religion, move- 
ment, and expression for all 


immigrant 


Kashmiri people, which are 
embedded within the United 
States Constitution, through 
the recognition of diverse 
cultural, ethnic, and reli- 
gious identities,” the resolu- 
tion says. 

The Consulate General of 
Pakistan posted a message 
of congratulations to the As- 
sembly, Mr. Sayegh and the 
American Pakistani Advoca- 
cy Group on its Facebook 
page. 

Following the govern- 
ment’s reorganisation of 
Jammu and Kashmir via a di- 
lution of Article 370, and the 
restrictions instituted on Au- 
gust 5, 2019, the Kashmir is- 
sue has gained attention in 
the U.S. It was the main fo- 
cus of a hearing organised 
by an Asia-focused commit- 
tee of the U.S. House of Re- 
presentatives in October 
2019. 

The Ministry of External 
Affairs and the Indian Em- 
bassy in Washington did not 
comment on the develop- 
ment in New York when ap- 
proached by The Hindu. 


Hackers leak phone data 
of Army personnel in J&K 


However, Bharti Airtel has denied any breach in its system 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI 


A hacker group has allegedly 
leaked data of Army person- 
nel using the Bharti Airtel 
network in Jammu and Kash- 
mir. However, the company 
has denied any breach in its 
system. The group, with the 
name of Red Rabbit Team, 
hacked some Indian web- 
sites and posted the data on 
the webpages of those por- 
tals. The hackers shared 
some links of those webpag- 
es on Twitter in a comment 
over a tweet of cybersecuri- 
ty researcher Rajshekhar Ra- 
jaharia and tagged several 
media organisations. 

The query sent to the In- 
dian Army did not elicit any 
reply but an Army official 
said, “We are not aware of 
any such information but it 


CM 
YK 





appears to be malicious in- 
tent of some __ inimical 
elements.” 

When contacted, Bharti 
Airtel spokesperson denied 
any breach of its server. “We 
can confirm there is no hack 
or breach of any Airtel sys- 
tem as claimed by this 
group. Multiple stakeholders 
outside of Airtel have access 
to some data as per regulato- 
ry requirements. We have 
apprised all the relevant 
authorities of the matter to, 
therefore, investigate this 
and take appropriate action. 
This group has been in touch 
with our security team for 
over 15 months now and has 
made varying claims in addi- 
tion to posting inaccurate 
data from one specific re- 
gion,” the spokesperson 


said. 
BD 


The links shared by the 
hacker were initially accessi- 
ble with mobile number, 
name and address of sub- 
scribers but stopped work- 
ing after sometime. 

Red Rabbit Team claimed 
that it has access to pan-In- 
dian data of Bharti Airtel 
through a shell uploaded on 
the company's server and 
will leak more data soon. 

Mr. Rajaharia said that 
hackers had failed to show 
any credible evidence of 
possessing pan-India data of 
Bharti Airtel and it is also un- 
clear on the way they got 
subscriber’s data. 

Telecom operators are re- 
quired to give access to go- 
vernment and law enforce- 
ment agencies of subscriber 
data registration (SDR) 
portal. 


‘Today's times can't be exaggerated as Emergency 


N. Ram recalls that during that period, there was total censorship and detention of journalists 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 


The present times should 
not be compared to the 
Emergency as there are still 
spaces where one can air 
strong opinions and fight re- 
pression, N. Ram, Director, 
The Hindu Group of Publica- 
tions, said on Saturday. 

He was speaking at a webi- 
nar organised by Live Law 
on “Criminalising journal- 
ism and cinema”. 

Mr. Ram said uneven im- 
plementation of law, and the 
higher judiciary, on more 
than one occasion, had 
failed to protect press free- 
dom. 

“The recent arrests and 
filing of criminal cases 


CRPF jawan 
injured in 
Srinagar 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
SRINAGAR 





A CRPF jawan was injured 
in an attack by militants in 
Srinagar on Saturday after- 
noon. 

An Official said the jawan 
suffered bullet injuries in a 
leg when militants opened 
fire on an installation of the 
29 Battalion in Nowgam 
area. 

The police said the area 
was immediately cordoned 
off to trace the attackers. 
No outfit has claimed res- 
ponsibility for the attack. 

The injured jawan, iden- 
tified as Head Constable 
Manoj Kumar Yadav, was 
shifted to a hospital where 
his condition was stated to 
be stable, officials said. 

Amid the development, 
the chief of a recently float- 
ed militant outfit was ar- 
rested in Jammu. 

The police said Hidaya- 
tullah Malik, alias Hasnain, 
chief of Lashkar-e-Mustafa 
(LeM), believed to be a sha- 
dow organisation of the 
Jaish-e-Mohammad, was 
nabbed during an opera- 
tion. Around 3.30 p.m., 
Malik attacked a search 
party and tried to escape 
from a spot. “The team, 
however, displayed exem- 
plary discipline and appre- 
hended him tactfully,” the 
police said. 


Let’s not rush out to 

conclusions. There are still 
spaces where you can express 
FXO) KOLURMO) DIET COO MRE KO) Ite 


condemnation of the acts of 


the executive, criticise the 


judiciary and so on 


N. RAM 
Director, The Hindu Group of 
Publications 


against several journalists 
and also other creative per- 
sons, has exposed and wi- 
dened the fault lines in our 
Constitution. There are ma- 
ny escape clauses in law 
which is aggravated by exec- 
utive overreach and failure 
of the judiciary to adequate- 
ly protect,” he said. 





“There was a time when, 
in terms of freedom of press, 
India was in an enviable po- 
sition among the developing 
nations. But that was 40 
years ago, we had just come 
out of the dark chapter of 
Emergency. Political scien- 
tist Robin Jeffrey, in a book 
dealing with the Indian lan- 
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Yeshwanthapur Suburb, Yeshwanthapur P.O., 
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WALK-IN-INTERVIEW FOR THE YEAR 2021 FOR 
ENGAGEMENT OF MEDICAL OFFICERS 
(ON CONTRACT) ESIC HOSPITAL, PEENYA, 
BENGALURU 
Walk-in Interview for the post of Medical Officers (on contract) 
will be held on 16.02.2021 and on Second Monday of April, 
June, Aug, Oct and Dec 2021. The details of vacant posts will 
be published 05 days prior to the date of interview in our official 


web site www.esic.nic.in 


Sd/- 
Medical Superintendent 





Government of Karnataka 


KARNATAKA SECONDARY 
EDUCATION EXAMINATION BOARD 


6" Cross, Malleshwaram, Bengaluru-560 003 
Ph: 080-23349434 Fax: 23347670 


No: B3/2021/Exam/P.A.P.08/2020-21 


Date: 05.02.2021 


SHORT-TERM e-TENDER NOTIFICATION 


The Director, Examinations, Karnataka Secondary Education 
Examination Board, hereby invites short-term e-tenders from 
eligible bidders for the “supply of pre-printed answer booklets 
with overprinting of variable serial number on the same 
pertaining to 2021 S.S.L.C main and supplementary 
examinations (Delivery of answer booklets under ‘dedicated 
milk run route system’)” as per K.T.P.P. Act 1999 and 


K.T.P.P. Rules 2000, 


Tender document may 


through e-procurement portal only. 


be downloaded _ from 


www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in or www.sslic.karnataka.gov.in 
Tender commences on 06.02.2021 and the last date for 
submission 22.02.2021 at 4.00 PM. Tender pre-bid meeting 
on 16.02.2021 at 12.30 PM in the office of the Director, 
Exams, opening of technical bid on 25.02.2021 at 4.00 PM, 
opening of commercial bid tentatively on 02.03.2021 at 4.00 
PM, Approximate value of tender is Rs. 4,29,30,000/-, tender 
EMD is Rs. 8,58,600/-. For more details visit above mentioned 


office during office hours. 


Sd/- (V. Sumangala), Director(Exams). 
STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE. 





guage press, called it India’s 
newspaper revolution. To- 
day, if I were to claim that we 
are in an enviable position, 
then I will be accused of 
spreading fake news,” he 
said. 

One must not fall into a 
temptation of exaggerating 
today’s times as the Emer- 
gency. “I wouldn’t say that 
this is like an Emergency. 
That would be a mistake. I 
have lived under Emergen- 
cy, when there was total cen- 
sorship, detention of jour- 
nalists. Let’s not rush out to 
conclusions. There are still 
spaces where you can ex- 
press vigorous opinion, 
strong condemnation of the 
acts of the executive, criti- 


cise the judiciary and so on,” 
he noted. 


‘More sinister’ 

Senior Advocate Akhil Sibal 
said what was happening 
was far more sinister. 

Mr. Sibal said, “We may 
not have reached the stage of 
Emergency, but we are defi- 
nitely on the way. What we 
are seeing should be someth- 
ing which alarms us at a 
deeper level and we must 
not be dismissive about it as 
something which is just a 
temporary blip, but see it for 
what it is.” 

Screenwriter Jyoti Kapoor 
said that after the controver- 
sy over Tandav, screen wri- 
ters were a vulnerable lot. 
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Chidambaram questions 
delay in Faruqui's release 
NEW DELHI 

Former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram on Saturday 
questioned why stand-up 
comedian Munawar Faruqui 
had not been released from 
jail, more than 30 hours after 
the Supreme Court ordered 
his release. In a series of 
tweets, he asked if the delay 
was happening with or 
without the knowledge of 
the Madhya Pradesh CM. 


Digvijaya flays M.P. govt. 
over attack on policeman 
GWALIOR 

A day after a police inspector 
was attacked allegedly by the 
sand mafia in M.P., Congress 
leader Digvijaya Singh on 
Saturday blamed the BJP 
government, saying those 
involved in the illegal activity 
feel emboldened because 
they are “paying commission” 
to the legislators and 
Ministers. The BJP has 
dismissed the allegation. 


Teen convicted for rape 
of cousin granted bail 
MUMBAI 

The Bombay High Court 
recently granted bail to a 
19-year-old youth and 
suspended his 10-year 
sentence for raping his minor 
cousin. In its order, the court 
said, “Incidents of consensual 
sex between minors has been 
a grey area under the law as 
minor's consent is not valid in 
the eyes of law under 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offence Act (POCSO)”. 


Major reshuffle in Bengal 
police ahead of election 
KOLKATA 

In a major reshuffle of the top 
brass of the police, the West 
Bengal government on 
Saturday transferred 24 
senior IPS officers, including 
Kolkata Police Commissioner 
Anuj Sharma, who was the 
Commissioner since 
mid-2019. He has been 
appointed as the Additional 
Director General, Criminal 
Investigation Department. 
Soumen Mitra will be the new 
Kolkata Commissioner. 


STAFF REPORTER 
VIJAYAWADA 

External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar has said the In- 
dian economy is poised to 
grow by about 11% despite 
the COVID-19 crisis. 

“It is not only the pent-up 
demand that is set to re- 
bound but there is also the 
prospect of new growth in 
the post-COVID-19 era as per 
the Reserve Bank of India’s 
monetary policy for FY 2021- 
22,” Mr. Jaishankar told 
presspersons at the BJP State 
office here on Saturday. 

On the stand-off in East- 
ern Ladakh, Mr. Jaishankar 
said military commanders of 
India and China had held 
nine rounds of negotiations 
to ease tensions following an 
agreement on the disengage- 
ment of troops. 





‘Progress made’ 

“I believe some progress has 
been made but there is no 
visible expression of that on 


*) While according priority 
to the infrastructure, 
manufacturing and health- 
care sectors, efforts are on to 
increase investments in the 


agriculture sector and giving the 
much-needed push to liquidity, 
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where needed 


S. JAISHANKAR 
External Affairs Minister 


the ground. But talks will 
continue,” he said. 

“While according priority 
to the infrastructure, manu- 
facturing and _ healthcare 
sectors, efforts are on to in- 
crease investments in the 
agriculture sector and giving 
the much-needed push to li- 
quidity, productivity, and 
credit flow where needed,” 
the Minister said. 

Bad banks would take 
care of the non-performing 
assets that pushed some 
banks into an existential cri- 





sis, he said. 

By converting the crisis in- 
to an opportunity, he said, 
India became the “pharma- 
cy of the world” by supply- 
ing medicines such as para- 
cetamol and 
hydroxychloroquine to 
countries across the globe. 
Besides, the number of ma- 
nufacturers of ventilators 
had increased to 25 and 
there were 16,000 COVID 
treatment centres. 

Thousands of industrial 
units were making masks 


and _ personal 
equipment. 


protection 


Meeting in Moscow 

Mr. Jaishankar said Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh had 
met his Chinese counterpart 
in Moscow last year and he 
had interactions with top 
Chinese Foreign Ministry of- 
ficials too. 

It was then resolved to dis- 
engage in some areas but 
since it is a complicated pro- 
cess, it might take some 
more time for things to fruc- 
tify, he suggested. 

On the regime change in 
Washington and its implica- 
tions, Mr. Jaishankar said Mr. 
Modi had earned a lot of res- 
pect in the U.S. since his visit 
to that country when Barack 
Obama was the President, 
Joe Biden the Vice-President 
and Antony Blinken the De- 
puty Secretary of State. “We 
still have an appeal and rela- 
tionships that transcend pol- 
itics,” he added. 


Second dose of vaccines to 
be administered from Feb. 13 


5.6 million healthcare, frontline workers inoculated 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 


India will begin to adminis- 
ter the second dose of CO- 
VID-19 vaccines — Covishield 
and Covaxin — from Febru- 
ary 13 for people who were 
vaccinated on January 16, a 
press statement said on Sa- 
turday. 

The statement quoting 
Health Secretary Rajesh 
Bhushan asked the States to 
schedule all healthcare 
workers for vaccination at 
least once before February 
20 and all frontline workers 
at least once before March 6. 
A total of 12 States and Union 
Territories have achieved 
60% or more vaccination 
coverage of healthcare work- 
ers. 

Mr. Bhushan addressed a 
conference of top officials in 
charge of the State-level 





Health departments. 


Mamata roadblock to development: Nadda 


BJP president 
flags off 
‘Parivartan Yatra’ 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
KOLKATA 


BJP president J.P. Nadda on 
Saturday accused the Trina- 
mool Congress government 
in West Bengal of creating 
roadblocks to development. 
He was addressing a gath- 
ering at Nabadwip in Nadia 
district after flagging off the 





“Parivartan Yatra” of the 
party. 
“Your government will go. 


The Trinamool will be de- 
feated. Lotus will bloom 
here. Bengal will join the 
mainstream... This is what 
the ‘Parivartan Yatra’ is all 
about,” he said. 

With just a few months to 
go for the Assembly election, 
the yatra, using a bus con- 
verted into a “rath” (cha- 
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Flagging off: J.P. Nadda with other BJP leaders during the inauguration of party's Poriborton 
Yatra, at Nawadwip in West Bengal's Nadia on Saturday. =prti 


riot), is a major programme 
by the BJP to reach far-flung 
areas of the State. 

Mr. Nadda said the “yatra” 
would start from five places 


in the State. Union Home Mi- 
nister Amit Shah would flag 
off two of them. Raising the 
slogan “Anek hoyeche Ma- 
mata, Paribartan chaiche 


janata (Enough of Mamata, 
people want change)”, he al- 
leged that Chief Minister Ma- 
mata Banerjee had been 
standing in the way of deve- 


lopment like a roadblock. 

“We want to awaken the 
people of the State through 
the ‘yatra’. But I think they 
have already been awa- 
kened. They have decided to 
remove the Trinamool go- 
vernment. Wherever I went, 
I saw tremendous support 
for the BJP,” he said. 

Earlier in the day, he visit- 
ed the Central Institute for 
Subtropical Horticulture in 
Malda district and participat- 
ed in a roadshow. He also 
had lunch with farmers. 

Mr. Nadda, in both his pu- 
blic speeches, highlighted 
the issue of denial of benefits 
of the PM Kisan Scheme to 
the State farmers. 

“Every farmer in the State 
would have got %14,000 . 
About 70 lakh farmers have 
been denied of the benefit 
because of Mamata ji politics 
of “cholbe na” (non-cooper- 
ation),” he said. 


Delhi opts to wait, watch US. foreign policy shift 


President Biden's speech last week focussed on threats from China, Russia but made no mention of India or Indo-Pacific 


SUHASINI HAIDAR 
NEW DELHI 


U.S. President Joseph Biden’s 
20-minute speech at the 
State Department last week 
contained many themes for 
the new administration’s fo- 
reign policy agenda, includ- 
ing a return to traditional al- 
liances, a push back to what 
he called “advancing author- 
itarianism” and a harsh spot- 
light on Russia and China on 
the issues of human rights 
violations and other chal- 
lenges they pose to the Unit- 
ed States. 

But he left some of those 
in New Delhi watching the 
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speech closely, guessing 
about the future of U.S.-India 
ties and Washington’s en- 
gagement with the region. 


Conspicuous silence 

“It is noteworthy that Mr. Bi- 
den did not refer to India, In- 
do-Pacific, South China Sea 
or the Quad,” said former 
Ambassador Vishnu Pra- 
kash, also making the point 
that the U.S. President had 
dealt with China while giving 
primacy to “economic, IPR 
and human right aspects, in- 
stead of the security con- 
cerns resulting from the ag- 
gressive Chinese posture”. 
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Joe Biden 


In his speech, President 
Biden made five references 
to China, which he called the 
U.S’s “most serious competi- 
tor”, and eight references to 


Russia, which he referred to 
as a threat that is “deter- 
mined to damage democra- 
cy” in the U.S. He said Wash- 
ington would engage both 
countries if it served U.S. na- 
tional interests. 

“India and South Asia are 
not a priority for the Biden 
administration, given the 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


need to address stark domes- 
tic challenges and the urgent 
requirement, to first, reas- 
sure United States’ allies in 
Europe and northeast Asia ,” 
said Rudra Chaudhuri, Direc- 





tor of Carnegie India. 

Experts also pointed out 
that Mr. Biden’s lack of refe- 
rence to India, and the fact 
that he has not so far called 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo- 
di since taking office, has 
been more than made up by 
calls last week from his De- 
fence Secretary Lloyd Aus- 
tin, National Security Advis- 
er Jake Sullivan § and 
Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken to their Indian 
counterparts. 

The other guessing game 
in Delhi is over whether the 
Biden administration will 
slap sanctions on India when 


it takes delivery of the Rus- 
sian S-400 missile system, 
under its Countering Ameri- 
can Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA). 

This week, U.S. Charge 
d’Affaires Don Heflin had 
said that there was no waiver 
for India from the sanctions 
at present. 

For the moment, New Del- 
hi appears to be playing 
down any concerns over U.S. 
foreign policy agenda, with 
officials prepared to “wait 
and watch”, and not ruffle 
any feathers while the Biden 
administration deals with 
other preoccupations first. 


Ka-226T to be 33% indigenous: HAL 


‘Deal held up owing to a shortfall in Russian proposal for indigenous content 


DINAKAR PERI 
BENGALURU 


The total indigenous content 
of the Ka-226T utility heli- 
copters, to be jointly manu- 
factured locally by India and 
Russia with Transfer of Tech- 
nology (ToT), is between 
27%-33%, said Chairman and 
MD of Hindustan Aeronaut- 
ics Limited (HAL) R. Madha- 
van. The final deal is held up 
as the Russian proposal of 
62% indigenous content in 
assembled helicopters falls 
short of the tender require- 
ment of 70%, 

“In Ka-226T when we talk 
of 70% indigenous content, 
it is not the same as the Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA) 52%. 
The 70% is of the Russian 
content. Engine from Safran 
and avionics from other 
countries are not accounted 
for in this. Balance is what 
we are looking and from 
there 70% is taken. Taking 
the whole helicopter, the in- 
digenous content is about 27- 
33%,” he said in response to 
a question from The Hindu 








New and improved: The Ka-226T is meant to replace the 


ageing and obsolete Cheetah and Chetak fleet. 


at Aero India. 

Russians were unable to 
offer 70% of this and they of- 
fered up to 62%; that too on- 
ly in Phase-4 of production, 
he stated. 

Defence Ministry is also 
asking for better split of indi- 
genous production from 
Phase-2. onwards and _ in- 
creasing it to 70% by includ- 
ing more items, Mr. Madha- 
van said, adding that the 
items are being identified for 
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including in the Transfer of 
Technology to bring the indi- 
genous content up to 70%. 

The Ka-226T is meant to 
replace the ageing and obso- 
lete Cheetah and Chetak 
fleet of the Army and Air 
Force and the total technical 
life of these will start finish- 
ing from 2023 onwards. 

As per the Russian propo- 
sal, the localisation plan 
would be spread over four 
phases, beginning with 3.3% 


indigenisation for 35 heli- 
copters, going up to 15% for 
next 25 helicopters, 35% for 
30 helicopters in Phase 3 
and eventually to 62.4% indi- 
genisation in Phase 4 for the 
last 50 helicopters. The heli- 
copters would be manufac- 
tured by India Russia Heli- 
copters Limited (IRHL) — a 
joint venture between HAL 
and Russian Helicopters. 

As reported by The Hindu 
last December, faced with an 
urgent need for utility heli- 
copters, the Army is prepar- 
ing to approach the Defence 
Ministry for a waiver on the 
indigenous content. 

In 2015, India and Russia 
had concluded an Inter-Go- 
vernmental Agreement (IGA) 
for at least 200 Ka-226T twin 
engine utility helicopters es- 
timated to cost over $1 billion 
with 60 helicopters to be di- 
rectly imported and remain- 
ing 140 manufactured local- 
ly. The first helicopter would 
be delivered within 36 
months from the signing of 
the contract. 





Both vaccines approved 
in India are to be given 28 
days apart, according to the 
rules governing their dos- 
age. 

In the U.S., the two doses 
of the Pfizer-BioNTech CO- 
VID-19 vaccine are recom- 
mended to be given 21 days 
apart. And for the Moderna 
vaccine, the interval is 28 
days. 

In the U.K., the AstraZe- 
neca and Pfizer vaccines are 


allowed to be given 12 weeks 
apart (though 21 days is the 
recommended interval) to 
ensure more people get at 
least one shot. 

As of Saturday, India has 
inoculated 5.6 million, 
which includes 5.2 million 
healthcare workers and 
3,70,693 frontline workers, 
for whom vaccination began 
this week. There have been 
22 deaths reported so far fol- 
lowing vaccination. Howev- 
er, none of the deaths have 
been ruled as being due to 
the jabs. 


Scope for improvement 
Mr. Bhushan urged States 
and Union Territories to “ex 
ponentially increase” the 
pace of vaccination and that 
there remained “substantial 
scope for improvement” in 
the number of average vacci- 
nations per session. 


MP dares Suvendu to 
contest from Nandigram 


Mamata is contesting the seat 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
KOLKATA 


Taking the fight against Su- 
vendu Adhikari to his con- 
stituency, Nandigram, Tri- 
namool Congress MP 
Abishek Banerjee on Satur- 
day dubbed his former par- 
ty colleague who joined the 
BJP two months ago as a 
“traitor” and “Mir Jafar”, 
and dared him to contest 
against Chief Minister Ma- 
mata Banerjee from the con- 
stituency. 

Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee announced last 
month that she would con- 
test from Nandigram, weeks 
after Mr. Adhikari, a promi- 
nent Trinamool leader, 
joined the BJP. After her an- 
nouncement, Mr. Adhikari 
promised to defeat her with 
a margin of 50,000 votes 
but did not specify whether 
he wants to contest from the 
seat or not. 

“He [Suvendu Adhikaril] 
should say he wants to con- 
test from Nandigram... He 
wants to make a fool of so- 
meone by making that per- 
son contest from Nandi- 
gram against our leader and 
is trying to save himself 
from a humiliating defeat,” 








Abishek Banerjee 


Mr. Banerjee said. 

The MP, who was ad- 
dressing a gathering in Pur- 
ba Medinipur after almost 
six years, accused Mr. Adhi- 
kari of joining those who at- 
tacked the bust of Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyasagar, who 
hailed from Purba Medini- 
pur, in Kolkata in 2019. The 
bust was vandalised during 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s roadshow in Kolkata 
during the 2019 Lok Sabha 
election. “The people of 
Purba Medinipur will never 
side with the traitors who 
have tainted the soil of the 
district,” Mr. Banerjee said. 

As the polls approach, 
the war of words between 
Mr. Adhikari and Mr. Baner- 
jee is getting shriller. 


BJP-led govt. gifts cash 
to Assam tea workers 


Sop comes ahead of Assembly polls 





SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
GUWAHATI 





Eye on the Assembly elec- 
tion, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led alliance govern- 
ment in Assam doled out 
cash to more than 7 lakh tea 
plantation workers on 
Saturday. 

Tea plantation workers, 
referred to as “tea tribes” 
with roots in Central India, 
are a potent electoral force 
in 45 of the 126 Assembly 
constituencies spread 
across the tea-growing belts 
of eastern, central and 
southern Assam. 

Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman presid- 
ed over the “Cha Bagichar 
Dhan Puraskar Mela” (fair 
for gifting wealth to tea gar- 
den workers) in Guwahati. 
The event entailed transfer- 
ring ~3,000 each to the 
bank accounts of 7,46,667 
tea workers. 

This was the third such 


BD 





as | —_ 
Campaign trail: Nirmala Sitharaman addresses a public rally 
in Guwahati on Saturday. =RiTu RAJ KONWAR 


cash transfer after two in- 
stalments of $2,500 earlier. 
The Assam government has 
so far spent ~584 crore un- 
der the scheme. 

Addressing thousands of 
tea workers, Ms. Sithara- 
man said they were the be- 
neficiaries of — several 
schemes today because 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had been thinking 
about them before the 2014 
Lok Sabha polls. 

“The tea workers now en- 
joy digital facilities anyone 
in the metros does. You are 
directly getting money. 
There are no middlemen. 
This is the benefit of digital- 
isation,” she said. 

Ms. Sitharaman added 
that the initiatives of the 
BJP-led governments at the 
Centre and in the State had 
led to the opening of bank 
accounts, mobile banking, 
and installation of ATMs in 
tea gardens. 
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US., China spar as diplomats hold talks 


Blinken stresses human rights and democratic values; Yang Jiechi asks America to ‘rectify its mistakes’ 


ANANTH KRISHNAN 


The United States and China 
on Saturday exchanged 
sharp messages in the high- 
est-level interaction between 
the two sides following a 
new administration taking 
charge in Washington, in a 
suggestion that a recently 
confrontational relationship 
was likely to see more conti- 
nuity than change. 

In a telephone call bet- 
ween new Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and the top 
Chinese foreign policy off- 
cial Yang Jiechi, who is a 
member of the Communist 
Party of China’s Politburo 
and Director of the Central 
Foreign Affairs Commission, 
the Biden administration 
conveyed a strong message 
to China on human rights 
and security in the Indo-Pac- 
ific, while China, for its part, 
blamed the U.S. for recent 
tensions by calling on Wash- 
ington “to rectify its 
mistakes”. 

“Secretary Blinken 
stressed the United States 
will continue to stand up for 
human rights and democrat- 
ic values, including in Xin- 
jiang, Tibet, and Hong Kong, 
and pressed China to join the 





Tough stand: Antony Blinken addressing staff at the U.S. State 
Department as Joe Biden looks on, in this file photo. =arp 


international community in 
condemning the military 
coup in Burma,” State De- 
partment spokesperson Ned 
Price said. “The Secretary 
reafirmed that the United 
States will work together 
with its allies and partners in 
defence of our shared values 
and interests to hold the PRC 
accountable for its efforts to 
threaten stability in the Indo- 
Pacific, including across the 
Taiwan Strait, and its under- 
mining of the rules-based in- 
ternational system.” 

Mr. Blinken and India’s Ex- 
ternal Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar spoke last week, 
and the Secretary of State, in 


their January 29 call, had 
“underscored India’s role as 
a pre-eminent U.S. partner 
in the Indo-Pacific and the 
importance of working to- 
gether to expand regional 
cooperation, including 
through the Quad”. 


Constructive role 
The Chinese readout of Sa- 
turday’s call said Mr. Yang 
had “urged the U.S. side to 
play a constructive role in 
promoting peace and stabili- 
ty in the Asia-Pacific region”. 
China does not use the term 
Indo-Pacific. 

On the military coup in 
Myanmar, he underlined the 


position of Beijing, which 
has been opposed to the im- 
position of sanctions and has 
so far refrained from criticis- 
ing the military leadership, 
that “the international com- 
munity should create an ena- 
bling external environment 
for the proper settlement of 
the Myanmar issue”. 

Mr. Yang said China-U.S. 
relations “stand at a key mo- 
ment” and “the two sides 
should respect each other’s 
core interests and choices of 
political system and develop- 
ment path, and manage their 
domestic affairs well,” the of- 
ficial Xinhua news agency 
said. 

He “urged the U.S. to recti- 
fy its mistakes made over a 
period of time and work with 
China to uphold the spirit of 
no conflict, no confronta- 
tion, mutual respect and 
win-win cooperation, focus 
on cooperation and manage 
differences, so as to push for- 
ward the healthy and stable 
development of bilateral 
relations”. 

“China will unswervingly 
follow its path of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics 
and no force could stop the 
realisation of the great rejuv- 
enation of the Chinese na- 


tion,” Mr. Yang said, adding 
that “the Taiwan question, 
the most important and sen- 
sitive core issue in China-U.S. 
relations, bears on China’s 
sovereignty and _ territorial 
integrity.” He called on the 
U.S. to “strictly abide by the 
one-China principle” and 
said, “Hong Kong, Xinjiang 
and Tibet-related affairs are 
all China's internal affairs 
and allow no interference by 
any external forces.” 


Sovereignty and security 
“Any attempt to slander and 
smear China will not suc- 
ceed, and China will conti- 
nue to firmly safeguard its 
sovereignty, security and de- 
velopment interests,” he 
said, adding that “all coun- 
tries in the world should sa- 
feguard the international 
system with the United Na- 
tions at its core, the interna- 
tional order based on inter- 
national law, and the basic 
norms of international rela- 
tions in line with the purpos- 
es and principles of the UN 
Charter” which was "the con- 
sensus of the international 
community, not the so- 
called rules-based interna- 
tional order championed by 
a few countries.” 


Blinken makes call to Saudi Foreign Minister 


Riyadh keen to cooperate with U.S. to uphold ‘security and stability’ in the region, says Bin Farhan 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
RIYADH 
U.S. Secretary of State Anto- 
ny Blinken discussed “com- 
mon challenges” faced by 
Washington and Riyadh in 
his first phone call with Sau- 
di Foreign Minister Faisal bin 
Farhan, state media said on 
Saturday. 

Mr. Bin Farhan congratu- 
lated Mr. Blinken on his ap- 
pointment and said Riyadh 


looked forward to working 
with Washington, said the of- 
ficial Saudi Press Agency. 

The kingdom was keen to 
cooperate with President Joe 
Biden’s administration to 
uphold “security and stabili- 
ty” in the region, it said. 

Mr. Blinken and Mr. bin 
Farhan also discussed the 
“historical and strategic rela- 
tions” between the two 
countries, the agency added. 


US. moves to end terror 
designation of Houthis 


It reverses Pompeos decision last month 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
DUBAI 


The U.S. has moved to delist 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels as a 
terrorist organisation, re- 
moving a block that human- 
itarian groups said jeopar- 
dised crucial aid as the 
country’s warring sides cau- 
tiously welcomed a push for 
peace by President Joe 
Biden. 

The grinding six-year war 
in Yemen has killed tens of 
thousands and displaced 
millions, triggering what the 
UN calls the world’s worst 
humanitarian disaster. 
Nearly 80% of Yemen’s pop- 
ulation need some form of 
aid for survival, says UN. 

A State Department spo- 
kesperson said on Friday 
they had “formally notified 
Congress” of Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken’s in- 
tent to revoke the terrorist 
designations. 

The move comes a day af- 
ter Mr. Biden announced an 
end to U.S. support for the 





Saudi-led offensive opera- 
tions in Yemen. 

“This decision has noth- 
ing to do with our view of 
the Houthis and their repre- 
hensible conduct, including 
attacks against civilians and 
the kidnapping of American 
citizens,” the spokesperson 
said. 


Humanitarian view 

“Our action is due entirely 
to the humanitarian conse- 
quences of this last-minute 
designation from the prior 
administration,” they said, 
adding the U.S. remained 
committed to helping Saudi 
Arabia defend its territory 
against attacks by the 
rebels. 

Mr. Blinken’s predecessor 
Mike Pompeo announced 
the designation days before 
leaving office last month, 
pointing to the Houthis’ 
links to Iran and a deadly at- 
tack on the airport in Ye- 
men’s second city of Aden in 
December. 


The reported phone call 
comes after Mr. Biden an- 
nounced on Thursday he 
was ending U.S. support for 
Saudi Arabia’s war in Yemen, 
where it has been involved 
since 2015 to shore up the go- 
vernment against the Iran- 
backed Houthi rebels. 

Mr. Biden also said his ad- 
ministration would end all 
support, including arms 
sales for Saudi Arabia in the 


war that has brought impo- 
verished Yemen to its knees. 
He also appointed veteran 
diplomat Timothy Lenderk- 
ing, who has wide know- 
ledge of the region, as U.S. 
special envoy for Yemen. 
Saudi Arabia reacted to 
Mr. Biden’s decisions by wel- 
coming his “commitment to 
cooperate with the kingdom 
to defend its sovereignty and 
counter threats against it,” 


the agency said. 

State department spokes- 
man Ned Price has noted 
that Mr. Biden made clear 
the U.S. still supported Saudi 
Arabia outside the Yemen 
war. 

In ending support for the 
Saudi war in Yemen, Mr. Bi- 
den was fulfilling a campaign 
promise to activists who 
have been horrified by the 
suffering. 


Myanmar shuts down Internet 
as thousands hit the streets 


Campaign against military rule gathers momentum 


REUTERS 
YANGON 





Myanmar’s junta shut down 
Internet in the country on 
Saturday as thousands of pe- 
ople took to the streets of 
Yangon to denounce this 
week’s coup and demand 
the release of elected leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

In the first such demon- 
stration since the Generals 
seized power on Monday, ac- 
tivists chanted, “Military dic- 
tator, fail,fail; Democracy, 
win, win” and held banners 
reading “Against military 
dictatorship”. Bystanders of- 
fered them food and water. 

Many in the crowd wore 
red, the colour of Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s National League for De- 
mocracy (NLD), which won 
November 8 elections in a 
landslide, a result the Gener- 
als have refused to recognise 
claiming fraud. 

As the protest swelled and 
activists issued calls on so- 
cial media for people to join 
the march, the country’s In- 
ternet crashed. 

Monitoring group Net 
Blocks Internet Observatory 
reported a “national-scale 
Internet blackout”, saying 
on Twitter that connectivity 
had fallen to 54% of ordinary 
levels. 


Silencing dissent 
The junta has tried to silence 
dissent by temporarily 
blocking Facebook and ex- 
tended a social media crack- 
down to Twitter and Insta- 
gram on Saturday. 
Norwegian mobile phone 
company Telenor Asa said 
authorities had ordered In- 
ternet providers to deny ac- 
cess to Twitter and Insta- 
gram “until further notice”. 
Many had sidestepped the 
ban on sites such as Face- 
book by using virtual private 





Rising tide: People raise three-finger salutes during an 
anti-coup march on Saturday in Yangon. =GEtTTy IMAGES 


Australian economic 
adviser to Suu Kyi held 


REUTERS 





BANGKOK/MELBOURNE 


Sean Turnell, an Australian 
economic adviser to 
Myanmar’s Aung San Suu 
Kyi, said in message to 
Reuters on Saturday he was 
being detained, the first 
known arrest of a foreign 
national since the February 
1 military coup that 
overthrew the government. 
“I guess you will soon 
hear of it, but Iam being 
detained,” Mr. Turnell said. 
“Being charged with 
something, but not sure 
what. I am fine and strong, 
and not guilty of anything,” 
he said, with a smile emoji. 
It was not subsequently 
possible to contact him. 
Australia’s Foreign 


networks to conceal their lo- 
cations, but the more gener- 
al disruption to mobile data 
services would severely limit 
access to independent news. 

The lawyer for Ms. Suu 
Kyi and ousted President 
Win Myint said he was un- 


Sri Lanka settles $400 mn currency swap with India 


Amid speculation, central bank clarifies the development is not linked to the Colombo corridor deal 


MEERA SRINIVASAN 
COLOMBO 


The Central Bank of Sri Lan- 
ka (CBSL) settled a $400 mil- 
lion currency swap facility 
from the Reserve Bank (RBI) 
of India last week, meeting 
the terms that the two coun- 
tries had agreed upon. 

The update sparked spec- 
ulation in local media that 
India may have “abruptly 
terminated” the agreement, 
following Colombo’s deci- 
sion to pull out of a 2019 
agreement to develop a Co- 
lombo Port terminal jointly 
with India and Japan. 

However, both countries 
clarified that the develop- 
ments were not linked. “The 
CBSL settled its swap facility 
with [the] Reserve Bank of 
India as scheduled. There 
was no special request from 
India for a premature settle- 
ment as erroneously report- 
ed by certain media outlets. 
Discussions on future collab- 
oration continue,” the CBSL 
said in a tweet on Friday. 

“The two countries had 





agreed on the date earlier, 
this scheduled repayment 
has nothing to do with the 
ECT decision,” Sri Lanka’s 
State Minister of Money and 
Capital Market and State En- 
terprise Reforms Ajith Ni- 
vard Cabraal told The Hindu. 


Pandemic impact 

The CBSL obtained the swap 
facility on July 31, 2020, for 
an initial period of three 
months, to cope with the 
severe economic impact of 
the pandemic. Subsequent- 
ly, the RBI provided a three- 
month rollover at CBSL’s re- 
quest, until February 1, 2021. 
“Further extension would 
require Sri Lanka having a 
successfully negotiated staff 
level agreement for an IMF 
programme, which Sri Lan- 
ka does not have at present,” 
a spokesman of the Indian 
High Commission said. 

“It is reiterated that India 
abides by all of its interna- 
tional and bilateral commit- 
ments in letter and spirit,” he 
added, days after India 


China approves second domestic vaccine 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
BEIJING 





China’s drug authorities 
have given “conditional” ap- 
proval for a second COVID-19 
vaccine, Sinovac’s Corona- 
Vac jab, the pharmaceutical 
company said on Saturday. 
The vaccine has already 
been rolled out to key groups 
at higher risk of exposure to 
coronavirus but Saturday’s 


Trump should not get @ 
intel briefings: Biden 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
WASHINGTON 





U.S. President Joe Biden said on Friday that 
his predecessor Donald Trump, who is 
awaiting a Senate impeachment trial on 
charges of inciting an attack on the US Capi- 
tol, should not receive classified intelligence 
briefings, as is customary for former presi- 


dents. 


CM 
YK 


approval allows for its use on 
the general public. 

A conditional approval 
helps speed-up emergency 
supply of drugs to market in 
cases where clinical trials 
are yet to meet normal stan- 
dards but indicate therapies 
will work. 

The approval comes after 
multiple domestic and over- 
seas trials of the vaccine in 


countries including Brazil 
and Turkey, although “effica- 
cy and safety results need to 
be further confirmed”, Sino- 
vac said in a statement. 

Fellow Chinese pharma- 
ceutical company  Sino- 
pharm received a similar 
conditional green light in De- 
cember to put its vaccine on 
the market. 

Sinovac said trials in Bra- 


zil had shown around 50% 
efficacy in preventing infec- 
tion and 80% efficacy in pre- 
venting cases requiring med- 
ical intervention. 

Sinopharm said in Decem- 
ber that its vaccine had a 
79.34% efficacy rate, lower 
than rival jabs developed in 
the West by Pfizer-BioNTech 
and Moderna — with 95 and 
94% rates, respectively. 





Ajith Nivard Cabraal 


urged the Sri Lankan leader- 
ship to adhere to Colombo’s 
commitments on the ECT. 


Foreign reserves 

COVID-19 struck Sri Lanka in 
March 2020, putting its fo- 
reign reserves under strain 
since, as tourism, worker re- 
mittances and exports were 
badly hit. Sri Lanka’s loom- 
ing foreign debt obligations 
— $6.8 billion this year — and 
fall in gross official reserves 
to $5.6 billion as of Decem- 


ber 31, 2020, according to 
Central Bank Data, foretell 
another challenging year. 
However, the Rajapaksa 
administration has said it 
will not seek an IMF bailout. 
Colombo has instead sought 
further loans from China, 
among others, and addition- 
al currency swap facilities 
from both India and China. 
Neither China nor India has 
responded to Colombo’s 
debt freeze request. Sri Lan- 
ka owes over $5 billion to 
China and $960 million to 
India in debt repayment. 
Secretary to the Treasury 
S.R. Attygalle said Sri Lanka 
expects the $1.5 billion swap 
facility from China to come 
through soon. “The [bilater- 
al] negotiations are nearly 
over, only the final paper- 
work is pending. We should 
be able to complete that by 
the end of this month,” he 
told The Hindu on Saturday. 
The currency swap is on- 
ly one of at least three re- 
quests Colombo has made 
to Beijing since the pandem- 


ic. Following approval of a 
$500 million loan from Chi- 
na in March 2020, the Sri 
Lankan government has 
sought an additional $700 
million loan, in addition to 
applying for another ‘CO- 
VID-19 Emergency and Crisis 
Response Facility’, to the 
tune of $180 million, from 
the Beijing-backed Asian In- 
frastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB). “The negotia- 
tions are proceeding well,” a 
Chinese Embassy spokes- 
man told The Hindu. 
Meanwhile, amid ques- 
tions over whether New Del- 
hi would clear Colombo’s $1 
billion swap line request, in 
the wake of the ECT deal fall- 
ing through, an Indian off- 
cial source said, “the request 
is under consideration”. 
State Minister Cabraal said: 
“Negotiations are going on, 
but even if India decides not 
to offer it, we will under- 
stand. The Indian Economy 
is also under grave pressure 
due to the pandemic, you 
see,” he told The Hindu. 


Ministry said in a statement 
late on Saturday that it was 
“deeply concerned about 
reports of Australian and 
other foreign nationals 
being detained arbitrarily in 
Myanmar.” 

The Ministry did not 
name Mr. Turnell or provide 
further details on other 
foreign nationals being 
detained. 

It said it had particular 
concerns about an 
Australian who was 
detained at a police station. 

“The Australian Embassy 
in Yangon continues to 
contact Australians in 
Myanmar to ascertain their 
safety, to the extent that 
communications allow,” the 
Ministry said. 


able to meet them because 
they were still being ques- 
tioned. Ms. Suu Kyi faces 
charges of importing six wal- 
kie-talkies illegally while Mr. 
Win Myint is accused of 
flouting coronavirus 
restrictions. 


ELSEWHERE 





Draghi wins support of 2 
rival parties for new govt. 
MILAN 

Italian Premier-designate 
Mario Draghi on Saturday 
secured preliminary support 
from two key parties — the 
populist 5-Star Movement 
and the right-wing League — 
for forming a new 
government that will decide 
how to spend more than 
€200 billion ($240 billion) in 
EU funds to help relaunch 
Italy's pandemic-ravaged 
economy. ap 


Netanyahu vows to fight 
‘anti-Semitic’ ICC ruling 
JERUSALEM 

Israel's Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Saturday rejected an 
International Criminal Court 
ruling that establishes its 
jurisdiction and paves the way 
for a war crimes probe into 
the Israeli-occupied 
Palestinian territories, 
condemning it as “pure 
anti-Semitism". arp 





GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU -PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
=” BUILDING ORGANIZATION - OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, PWD., BUILDINGS (CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE, SALEM - 7. 


PRE- QUALIFICATION APPLICATION AND PRICE TENDER - FORM OF CONTRACT: LUMPSUM (TWO COVER SYSTEM) 


TENDER NOTICE No.33/ 2020-2021/SE/B(C&M)C/SLM, Dated : 05.02.2021 





For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, the Superintending Engineer, PWD, Buildings (Construction and Maintenance) Circle, Salem - 7 
invites tender for the following works, at his office upto 3.00P.M. on 18.03.2021 in two sealed covers containing (i) Qualification details and EMD in a separate 
inner cover and (ii) Price Tender Schedule in another sealed cover and put into one common sealed cover from the experienced and competent contractors / 


firms as detailed below. The tender schedule can be downloaded at free of cost from the Govt. designated website (viz) http://www.tenders.tn.gov.in. The 
tender schedule will also be available in the Office of the Superintending Engineer, PWD, Buildings (C&M) Circle, Salem-7, from 15.02.2021 to 17.03.2021 
upto 5.45 pm. The tenders received will be opened at 3.30 P.M. on 18.03.2021, in the presence of the tenderers or their representatives who choose to be 


present at that time. 


Contractor class 
EMD to be credited 
Cost of tender schedule 


Name of Work 


Construction of Hostel building for MBC College Boys (100 students) at 
Kumarapalayam in Namakkal District. 


Construction of Own building with driving testing track for Regional Transport 
Office at Namakkal (South) in Namakkal District. 


Approximate 
value of work including 
G.S.T. (Rs. In Lakhs) 


375.00 1,97,500 


Amount of Earnest Period of 
Money Deposit Completion 
in Rupees P 
1,12,500 } 12 Months Months 


205.00 


12 Months 


Registered in Class | in State level / This Circle level (Rs.75.00 lakhs and above) 
The Executive Engineer, P.W.D., Buildings (C&M) Division, Namakkal. 
Document cost : Rs.15000/- (+) GST. 12%: Rs.1800/-(Each Works) 





Tender documents, are available in the following website and can also be downloaded at free of cost. www.tenders.tn.gov.in. Any other details can 
be had from the Office of the Superintending Engineer, PWD, Buildings (Construction and Maintenance) Circle, Salem - 636 007, during working hours. Any 
changes in tender condition will also be published in website www.tenders.tn.gov.in. 


DIPR/ 875 /TENDER/2021 


Superintending Engineer, P.W.D., (I/C) 
Buildings (C&M) Circle, Salem-7. 





» Rajasthan Skill and Livelihoods Development Corporation ¥ 
Wael BIST Va siteitfaepr facprer fore 


A Government of Rajasthan Enterprise hey oe 


1.Notice Inviting Request for Proposal 


RFP No: RFP No: RSLDC/Services (SANKALP)/4Cr./OCB/2020/16 Date- 03.02.2020 


Managing Director, Rajasthan Skills & Livelihoods Development Corporation (RSLDC) 
Dept. of Skill, Govt. of Rajasthan, invites proposals (Single Bid Two Envelope 
System) from reputed and experienced Agencies for Selection of Project 
Management Unit (PMU) by Rajasthan Skills & Livelihoods Development 
Corporation (RSLDC) for effective Implementation and Monitoring of SANKALP 
Scheme in Rajasthan through deployment of Human Resources at State as well 
as at District levels. 

The Proposal has to be submitted through online mode on 
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and can be searched by clicking the Tab “Bid Free 
View” on home page of above website and then going to Live Bid/ Hot Bid by 
searching Department Name as “RSLDC” 
Raj.Samwad/C/20/9508 

















Managing Director 


GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU 


HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 
Tamil Nadu Road Sector Project - Il 
ICERS Cell, (Loan No.8499-IN) 


Tender Reference: IN-TNRSP-SDC-RSIW-3-RFB 
Invitation for Bid National Competitive Bidding (Through e-Procurement) 


1. The Superintending Engineer (H), ICERS Cell on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu invites 
bids for “Road Safety Improvement Works in Safe Demonstration Corridor (SDC 03): 
Tiruvathipuram —Arni Road MDR 505 (km 0/000 - 30/400)”. 

2. The bid document will be available online from 08.02.2021 at 15.00 hours (IST) and should be 
submitted online in the website www.tntenders.gov.in 

3. Kindly refer the Request for Bids (RFB) uploaded as part of Bid Document in 
www.tntenders.gov.in for details. Any clarification and amendment will only be published in 
the website. 

4. Online Pre bid meeting will be held on 17.02.2021 at 12.30 hours (IST) (Refer RFB for more 
details) 

5. Deadline for online submission of Bids: on or before 15.00 hours (IST) on 10.03.2021. 

6. Date of online Bid opening: at 15.30 hours (IST) on 10.03.2021. 

Superintending Engineer (H), ICERS Cell, 
O/o the Director General, Highways Department, 
HRS Campus, Sardar Patel Road, Guindy, Chennai - 600 025. 


DIPR/871/TENDER/2021 Ph.: +91 — 44 — 22351066, E-mail: tnicerscell@gmail.com 





@ BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE 


r = Office of the Executive Engineer, Road Infrastructures-East Division, 
m= = #208, 2nd Floor, New Building, N.R. Square, Bengaluru-560 002. 


No: EE/RI/East/TEND/06/2020-21 Date: 06.02.2021 


INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDERS (IFT) 
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only) 


The Executive Engineer, Road Infrastructure (East Division) 
invites tenders on behalf of the Commissioner, BBMP, 
Bengaluru from eligible Contractors for the work detailed in 
the table below. 


Name of the Work Amount Put EMD (2. in 
Resurfacing of Bad Reaches and Damaged | to Tender Lakhs) 
Stretches of Arterial and Sub Arterial in |(*: in Lakhs ) 


CV Ramannagara, Shivajinagara & EMD 
Shanthinagara Constituency in RI-East 
Division for the Year 2020-21. 


Declaration 

Form 
Calendar of Events : (1) Tender documents may be downloaded 
from the e-procurement portal of the Government of Karnataka 
from 08.02.2021. (2) Tenders must be submitted online through 
e-procurement portal on or before: 22.02.2021 upto 4:30 pm. 
(3) Pre Tender meeting will be held on 12.02.2021 at 4:00 pm 
in the Office of the Chief Engineer, Road Infrastructure, 4th 
Floor, Annex Building-3, BBMP Officers, Bengaluru - 02. 
(4) Technical Bids will be opened in the office of the Executive 
Engineer-Road Infrastructure - East Division on 25.02.2021 
after 11:00 am. Further details may be obtained from the above 
office during office hours on working days or from website: 

https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in Sd/- Executive Engineer, 
Road Infrastructures - East Division 


STAY PROTECTED FROM COVID-19, NO CARELESSNESS UNTIL THERE IS A CURE. 


___SFeett ontai 
© fois: | Pmt OR 
Mask Hygiene 


7 Foo Physical 
Distancing 
A ND-NDE 





Punjab & Sind 
Bank net loss 
widens 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI 

Punjab & Sind Bank on Sa- 
turday said its net loss in 
the December quarter spi- 
ralled to $2,375.53 crore on 
higher provisions for bad 
loans. 

The lender had posted a 
net loss of €255.49 crore in 
the same period a year ear- 
lier. In September quarter 
also, the bank had a loss of 
401.27 crore. Total in- 
come also fell to %1,982.52 
crore from %2,077.01 crore 
in the same period of 2019- 
20, the bank said in a filing. 

Net income fell 9.1% to 
~1,763.10 crore and income 
on investments was down 
12.1% to %455.42 crore. 

Gross NPAs remained 
high at 13.1% of the gross 
advances as of December 
31, 2020, compared with 
13.6% in the year earlier. 





JK Cement Q3 
net rises 75% 
to %217.3 crore 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI 


JK Cement Ltd. on Satur- 
day reported an increase of 
74.8% in its consolidated 
net profit to €217.28 crore 
for the third quarter ended 
December 2020. 

The company had post- 
ed a profit of 124.29 crore 
in the October-December 
period a year earlier, JK Ce- 
ment said in a regulatory 
filing. 

Revenue from  opera- 
tions was up 24.52% at 
%1,832.71 crore during the 
quarter under review as 
against %1,471.78 crore in 
the year-earlier period. 

The company’s total ex- 
penses were at %1,526.25 
crore, up 15.73%, as against 
~1,318.80 crore of Q3 FY 
2019-20. 





Mills association seeks rollback 


DELHI THE HINDU 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2021 


Butfeted by Centre and State, GM threatens legal action 


A year after announcing plans to sell its Talegaon plant, automaker rejects Maharashtra government’s order to continue operations 


LALATENDU MISHRA 
SUHASINI HAIDAR 
MUMBAI/DELHI 





Squeezed between the 
Centre’s decision to clamp 
down on the proposed sale 
of its car manufacturing and 
export plant to a Chinese 
company, and the Maharash- 
tra State government’s res- 
trictions on shutting down 
the plant, American auto ma- 
jor General Motors has threa- 
tened to pursue legal options 
against the government. 
More than a year since GM 
agreed to sell its factory in 
Talegaon to China’s Great 
Wall Motors (GWM) and six 
months after it applied for 
special permission under the 
government’s new ‘Chinese- 
FDI rules’, the company is 
yet to receive clearances. 
Meanwhile, the Maharashtra 
government has rejected the 
company’s application for 


permanent closure of the 
plant which ceased produc- 
tion from December 24, 
2020, and has instructed the 
company to keep it running 
and pay the staff as usual. In 
2017 the plant had 2,500 
employees. 


Rock and a hard place 

“Effectively, the State’s deci- 
sion amounts to a require- 
ment that GM either produce 
vehicles for which there are 
no customer orders, or pay 
workers indefinitely for do- 
ing no work,” George Svigos, 
General Motors’ Director of 
Communications (Interna- 
tional Markets) told The Hin- 
du, in a written response 
from the company’s head- 
quarters in Detroit. “We re- 
ject both suggestions. We 
will move for the reversal of 
the order as soon as possible 
and firmly believe the law is 
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Final closure: Mr. Svigos says production has ceased at GM's 


Talegaon site and there won't be future output there. =REUTERS 


on our side,” he added. Har- 
dening its position in the face 
of the double-clinch from the 
governments in New Delhi 
and Mumbai, GM says it sees 
absolutely no “scenario in 


PNB may raise ~3,200 crore 
via share sale this quarter 


Lender returned to black with %506-cr. profit in 3rd quarter 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI 


Punjab National Bank on Sa- 
turday said it planned to 
raise ~3,200 crore from sale 
of shares during the current 
quarter to enhance its capi- 
tal base. The bank had 
raised %3,788.04 crore via 
qualified institutional place- 
ment (QIP) in December fol- 
lowing which the Centre’s 
holding in the bank came 
down to 76.9% from 85.6%. 
The bank had taken ap- 
proval for raising %14,000 
crore through a mix of equi- 
ty and debt. As per the plan, 
the bank decided to raise 
~3,000 crore from AT-1 
bonds, *4,000 crore from 
Tier II bonds and %7,000 








crore from QIP. “We have al- 
ready taken %4,000 crore 
from Tier-II and *3,788 crore 
we have taken through QIP 
as at the end of December. In 
January, we have also taken 
AT-1 of another %500 crore. 
So, Iam very confident that 
remaining %2,500 crore un- 
der Additional Tier-1 bonds 


of duty on cotton imports 


‘Levy will lead to higher import of garments, escalate prices’ 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
COIMBATORE 


The Southern India Mills’ As- 
sociation has sought a roll- 
back of the 10% customs du- 
ty on cotton imports 
announced in the Union 
Budget, as it would escalate 
the cost of garments and re- 
sult in higher import of gar- 
ments, especially from 
countries such as Bangla- 
desh and Sri Lanka. 

Ashwin Chandran, chair- 
man of Southern India Mills’ 
Association, said that India 
imports mainly extra-long 
staple (ELS) cotton, organic 
cotton, contamination-free 
cotton and sustainable cot- 
ton. The production of these 
varieties is either nil or 
meagre in India. 

Indian mills 





consume 





about 15 lakh bales of ELS 
cotton annually as against 
the domestic production of 
about five lakh bales, Mr. 
Chandran said. 

India is a major importer 
of Pima and Giza cotton 
varieties. 

The country imports 
about 33% of total Pima ex- 
ports from the U.S. and 45% 
of Giza cotton from Egypt. 


India’s Internet start-ups 


on cusp of listing: report 
‘Combined value at $180 bn by 2025’ 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI 

India’s Internet start-ups 
that operate businesses 
ranging from food delivery 
to e-commerce to online in- 
surance, are now on the 
cusp of listing, a report has 
said. “The growing scale 
and maturity of India’s In- 
ternet economy is starting 
to create more value and in- 
vestment opportunities. 

More than $60 billion has 
been invested in India’s In- 
ternet start-ups in the past 
five years, with around $12 
billion in 2020 alone,” HSBC 
Global Research said in the 
report. 

The report put the total 
sector value (ex-fintech) to 
reach $180 billion by 2025. 

India has 42 unicorns 
(firms with $1-billion valua- 
tion) and more than 45 
soonicorns (potential to be- 
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come unicorns), HSBC said. 
E-commerce is the largest 
opportunity, worth an esti- 
mated $67 billion by 2025, it 
said adding this was worth 
$31 billion 2019 after ex- 
panding at an impressive 
five-year CAGR of 39%. 
Ed-tech is the second-lar- 
gest opportunity with a mar- 
ket of $48 billion by 2025. 
Although still quite frag- 
mented, it is one of the most 
profitable segments, HSBC 


said. 
BD 


Several garment expor- 
ters in the MSME segment 
do not have capacities to 
make yarn from such premi- 
um cotton varieties and buy 
yarn from the domestic 
mills. 

Such exporters will not 
get Advance Authorisation 
Scheme benefits that the in- 
tegrated mills that import 
cotton can avail of. 

Thus, Indian products 
made of imported cotton 
will become expensive in the 
international market, which 
will give competitors an 
edge. 

In the case of the domes- 
tic market, the cost of gar- 
ments made of imported 
cotton will increase, leading 
to higher import of gar- 


will be garnered from the 
market before March 31,” 
PNB MD S.S. Mallikarjuna 
Rao said. Talking to the me- 
dia after announcing the re- 
sults, he said, “We are also 
actively looking at going for 
the QIP again with respect to 
the remaining %3,200 crore 
to be acquired from the mar- 
ket at an appropriate time ... 
it could be in this fiscal also.” 
PNB on Friday reported a 
standalone net profit of 
506.03 crore for the De- 
cember quarter on the back 
of a reduction in bad assets. 
It had posted a net loss of 
%492.28 crore a year earlier. 


Total income rose to 
$23,298.53 crore from 
~15,967.49 crore. 


Mental health 
tech platform 
raises $5.2 mn 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
CHENNAI 

Mental health platform In- 
nerHour has raised $5.2 





ments, he said. 


million from Lightbox and 
others. In a statement, the 
start-up said this was lar- 
gest quantum raised in the 
Indian mental health eco- 
system till date. 

Lightbox led the round 
with $4.5 million. Inner- 
Hour plans to use the funds 
to scale its technology-led 
mental health platform, 
“as it is set to serve a sec- 
tion of the 200 million In- 
dians... suffering from 
mental health conditions”. 
India accounts for a third 
of the global burden of de- 
pression, addictions and 
suicides, but there is a 95% 
treatment gap due to lack 
of access and awareness, 
affordability and variable 
quality of providers, it said. 


“Millennials keen on 


holidaying abroad’ 


Vaccines boost confidence: survey 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
MUMBAI 

With the vaccination drive 
against COVID-19 gathering 
steam across the world and 
restrictions on movements 
easing gradually, many mil- 
lennials are keen on taking 
an international holiday this 
summer, according to a 
survey. 

Things are looking up for 
2021, as 52% millennials are 
eager to take an internation- 
al holiday this summer as 
COVID-19 vaccines ushered 
in hope that the end to the 
pandemic is on the horizon, 
a survey by BOTT (Business 
of Travel Trade) Travel Sen- 
timent Tracker showed. 

The survey was done on- 
line with more than 6,000 
millennial travellers across 
the country during January 
2021. According to the sur- 
vey, 75% millennials would 


prefer to go to foreign desti- 
nations with fewer CO- 
VID-19 cases and 71% would 
opt for destinations with de- 
fined protocols for the pan- 
demic to avoid unnecessary 
hassles. The industry finds 
survey findings encouraging 
for the travel industry. The 
findings, they believe, will 
generate more confidence 
in an industry, which is cur- 
rently disappointed by be- 
ing ignored in the Budget. 

“However, inbound and 
outbound are two verticals 
of travel that go hand in 
hand. We hope the govern- 
ment will look into opening 
up borders in India soon, 
and so will other countries,” 
Travel Agents Association of 
India president and Federa- 
tion of Associations in In- 
dian Tourism and Hospitali- 
ty’s vice chairperson Jyoti 
Mayal said. 





which it would reinvest in 
the site”. 

“GM’s plan is unchanged. 
GM production has ceased at 
the Talegaon site and there 
will be no future GM produc- 


tion at the site,” Mr. Svigos 
wrote, adding that it is com- 
pleting “all wind-down 
work” after which the site 
will be dormant. He said 
GM’s current offered pack- 
age was well in excess of the 
legal minimum of 15 days per 
year of service, and asserted 
that the union, which moved 
the court, was refusing to ne- 
gotiate a settlement. 


Clouds from LAC 
The plans for General Motors 
to exit from India ran into 
trouble last year after ten- 
sions at the Line of Actual 
Control between India and 
China rose over the Chinese 
PLA’s aggressive incursions 
into Ladakh, which led to 
new restrictions on “neigh- 
bourhood investment”. 

GM applied for permission 
to sell the Talegaon plant to 
GWWM’s wholly owned subsi- 


diary, Billion Sunny Develop- 
ment of Hong Kong, filing an 
application on July 9, which 
was forwarded to the minis- 
tries of external affairs and 
home affairs, as also the Re- 
serve Bank of India, for clea- 
rances on July 13. 

While none of the depart- 
ments concerned has com- 
mented on the issue, sources 
confirmed to The Hindu that 
GM has not received any 
clearances thus far, nor has 
the government given clea- 
rance to any of the compa- 
nies that have applied in the 
Chinese-FDI category. 


2017 sale to MG Motor 

In 2017, GM was successfully 
able to sell its Halol plant in 
Gujarat to another Chinese- 
owned company, MG Motor, 
the Indian subsidiary of SAIC 
Motor Corporation of China. 
Experts say the changed en- 


vironment due to India-Chi- 
na tensions is affecting many 
third parties as well as India’s 
attractiveness to investors. 

“The GM-GWM saga is a 
stalemate that benefits no 
one and is adversely impact- 
ing India’s stature as an FDI 
destination,” said Santosh 
Pai, a partner with Link Le- 
gal, which advises compa- 
nies on investments in India. 
“Ease of business includes 
ease of exiting a market.” 

According to sources 
aware of the negotiations, 
GWM has not yet given up 
hope of being allowed to buy 
the GM plant in Talegaon, 
but plans are on the back- 
burner for now. 

Also hanging in the ba- 
lance the Chinese company’s 
MoU with the Maharashtra 
government for investments 
of up to %3,770 crore for 
“Make in India” projects. 


Risk of sharp deterioration in private 
banks’ asset quality has receded: Moody's 


Asset performance at top 5 private banks better than expected in period till Dec. 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
MUMBAI 





The Indian government’s 
policy measures to support 
bank borrowers have sof- 
tened growth in non-per- 
forming loans (NPLs), thus 
averting the risk of a sharp 
deterioration in asset quali- 
ty, Moody’s Investors Service 
said on Friday. It added that 
the risk of a sharp deteriora- 
tion in private banks’ asset 
quality had also receded. 
“Ample domestic liquidi- 
ty, loose monetary policy, 
moratoriums on loan repay- 
ments and government-gua- 
ranteed loans to small busi- 
nesses have supported 
Indian banks’ asset quality,” 
said Alka Anbarasu, a Moo- 





dy’s vice president and se- 
nior credit officer. “As a re- 
sult, restructured loans have 
not increased as much as we 
expected at the onset of the 
pandemic.” Moody’s said the 
asset performance at India’s 
largest private sector banks 


— HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 
Axis Bank, IndusInd Bank 
and IDBI Bank — was better 
than its expectations in the 
nine months ended Decem- 
ber. The NPL ratios of Indu- 
sInd and HDFC Bank rose 48 
basis points (bps) and 12 bps 
to 2.9% and 1.4% at the end 
of December, respectively, 
from March. 

Those of Axis Bank and 
ICICI Bank declined 31 bps 
and 11 bps, respectively, to 
4.6% and 5.4%. IDBI’s NPL 
ratio also fell, although it re- 
mained well above 20%, the 
highest among the six banks. 

The banks’ NPL ratios in- 
clude loans that have be- 
come delinquent since the 
end of August 2020 but are 
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not classified as NPLs be- 
cause of a pending case in 
the Supreme Court. 


“Yes Bank more at risk’ 
On the other hand, Yes 
Bank, which was rescued in 
2020, is faced with greater 
asset risks than peers, alth- 
ough its capitalisation, li- 
quidity and funding have im- 
proved, Moody’s said. 

Overall, a recovery in In- 
dia’s economy in 2021 would 
support borrowers’ debt-ser- 
vicing capability after the 
support measures expire. 
“As a result, a sharp deterio- 
ration in asset quality is now 
less likely than Moody’s pre- 
viously anticipated,” the cre- 
dit rating agency added. 
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Early start 

Microbiome refers to micro- 
organisms living inside 
humans and animals. There is a 
balance of useful and harmful 
components, which If 
disturbed results in ill-health. 
A recent study published in 
Journal of Experimental 
Biology finds that eating too 
much fat and sugar as a child 
can alter one's microbiome 
forever, even if the person 
later switches to healthy food. 





Cloudless, hot Jupiter 
For the first time, astronomers 
have come across a huge 
planet with about half the 
mass of Jupiter which is 
cloudless and unblocked by 
haze. Named WASP-62b, this 
planet was first found in 2012 
but was not studied in detail 
until now. It is 575 light years 
away and orbits its star in just 
four-and-half days. The study 
was published in The 
Astrophysical Journal Letters. 





Tool to ease SARS-CoV-2 genome mutation analysis 


The tool, designed by ACTREC, Tata Memorial Centre, is handy to analyse SARS-CoV-2 genome information uploaded to the GISAID database 


R. PRASAD 


An automated computation- 
al tool - Infectious Pathogen 
Detector (IPD) - developed 
earlier by researchers at the 
Mumbai-based ACTREC, Ta- 
ta Memorial Centre, to iden- 
tify the presence of 1,060 dif- 
ferent pathogens in any 
genome sequence sample 
and perform mutation and 
phylogenetic analysis has be- 
come even more useful with 
the addition of a module for 
SARS-CoV-2 virus. 

The IPD tool has been al- 
ready designed to perform 
analysis of diverse genomic 
datasets, which came handy 
while analysing diverse data 
sets of SARS-CoV-2 genome 
that have been uploaded to 
the GISAID database from 
across the globe. The diversi- 
ty of SARS-CoV-2 genome se- 
quence data in the GISAID 
database arises because of 
different sequencing plat- 
forms being located across 
the world. Different sequenc- 
ing platforms being used 
generate either high-density 
but shorter read-length or 
low-density but higher 
read-length. 

“To parse this plural kind 
of dataset requires distinct 
downstream pipelines which 
make the analysis complicat- 
ed and difficult to compare 


against each other,” says Dr. 
Amit Dutt from the Tata Me- 
morial Centre and the lead 
author of a paper published 
in the journal Briefings in 
Bioinformatics. “But we have 
automated the entire process 
thereby allowing users to 
analyse in a stringent and 
statistically disciplined man- 
ner the SARS-CoV-2 genome 
data without being restricted 
by the platform used to gen- 
erate the data.” 


Unique tool 

Explaining the uniqueness of 
the IPD tool, Dr. Dutt says 
that it can automatically de- 
termine the abundance of 
SARS-CoV-2. genome _ se- 
quences, carry out mutation 
analysis with respect to the 
Wuhan sequence and finally, 
based on the mutations seen 
in each sample, assign it to 
the respective phylogenetic 
clade. Assigning a sample to 
a phylogenetic clade is based 
on the complete profile of 
mutations seen in_ the 
sample. 

“Researchers can either 
upload sequence data to the 
IPD server which then auto- 
matically analyses the data 
for mutations and then as- 
sign the sample to the res- 
pective phylogenetic clade or 
download the tool before us- 
ing it for bulk analysis,” says 





Convergence: Our analysis revealed 13 hotspot residues across the SARS-CoV-2 genome that 


occur at least in 40,000 or more samples, says Amit Dutt (right) =p. BHASKER 


Dr. Dutt. Using the tool, the 
researchers analysed over 
2,00,000 SARS-CoV-2_ ge- 
nome sequences available in 
the GISAID database. Only 
those with high-quality se- 
quence data were included 
for analysis as the tool auto- 
matically rejects those with 
inferior quality. In over 
2,00,000 sequences ana- 
lysed, they found 2.58 mil- 
lion mutations in all with 6.6 
nonsynonymous mutations 
(that do not alter the amino 
acid sequence) and five syn- 
onymous mutations (that al- 


Water scarcity likely in the Himalayan 
catchment if warming continues 


Integrating glacier melt into currently used model improved predictions 


ASWATHI PACHA 


The coldly white snowpacks 
and glaciers of the Hima- 
layas that make for a pictu- 
resque panorama are also 
important sources of water 
for about a billion people 
who live in the basins of the 
Indus, Ganges and Brahma- 
putra rivers. But with rising 
global temperatures, these 
snowpacks and _= glaciers, 
which are highly sensitive, 
are affected. 

This, in turn, affects the 
Himalayan hydrology. India, 
Nepal, Pakistan and China 
hugely depend on these Hi- 
malayan rivers for their daily 
needs and energy 
production. 


Himalayan rivers 

A new paper published last 
month studied how these Hi- 
malayan rivers are affected 
by the different components 
- rainfall-runoff, snow-melt 
and glacier-melt - and notes 
that if drier and warmer sce- 
narios continue in the near 
future (2031-2050), we are 
more likely to face water 
stress in these catchment 
areas. They also note that if 
there is increased rainfall, 
this could lead to a water 
surplus situation. 
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Role of melt: The glacier-melt increases about 15% to 70% in 
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a warmer environment with its present volume, but then 
decreases when glacier volumes shrink. =GeETTY IMAGES 


9 hae model helps 
make the current 
one complete and turns it 


into a more advanced and 
better one, 


SUBIMAL GHOSH 
IIT BOMBAY 

The team studied five ba- 
sins in the central Himalaya - 
Sutlej, Thulo Bheri, Kali Gan- 
daki, Dudh Kosi and Arun. 
They analysed the daily pre- 
cipitation, maximum and 
minimum daily tempera- 
tures, wind speeds, land cov- 
er, elevation and soil proper- 
ties. “We developed a new 
glacier melt model and inte- 
grated it to the currently 
used land surface model. 
The currently used land sur- 
face model - used even by 
the Ministry of Earth Scienc- 


Natural mutation found in 
African swine fever virus 


REUTERS 


Chinese scientists have 
found a natural mutation in 
the African swine fever vi- 
rus they say could be less 
deadly than the strain that 
ravaged the world’s largest 
pig herd in 2018 and 2019. 
The findings, published in 
the Chinese Journal of Vete- 
rinary Science, come amid 
intense debate. 

Reuters reported last 
month that at least two new 
strains of African swine fev- 
er had been found on Chi- 
nese pig farms, which ap- 
peared to be man-made. 
The strains are causing a 
chronic form of African 
swine fever that is impact- 
ing production on sow 
farms, industry insiders 
have said. 

The researchers at the 
Military Veterinary Institute 
in Changchun said there ap- 
peared to be a growing 
trend of lower mortality 
from African swine fever 
with more clinical symp- 
toms that are not easy to de- 
tect and difficult to control. 

Such characteristics have 
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also been attributed to 
strains believed to have 
been made for use in illicit 
vaccines. But the research- 
ers said that with the pro- 
longed period of swine fev- 
er circulating in China, 
natural variants would inev- 
itably appear. Less virulent 
variants have also been 
found in Latvia and Estonia 
in recent years. 

The new strain, called 
HuB20, had a partial dele- 
tion of the CD2v gene and 
an adjacent 8CR gene. Ear- 
lier research in Russia has 
suggested that deleting the 
two genes could protect 
against African swine fever. 

The genes are different to 
those missing from virus 
isolates described previous- 
ly to Reuters by industry 
participants. 

“This variant does not 
contain any known marker 
genes,indicating that natu- 
ral variants of ASFV are oc- 
curring in China and this 
may be related to the sub 
acute epidemic of ASF in 
the country,” the authors 


wrote. 
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es - does not take into ac- 
count glacier melt. This 
could lead to serious errors 
in the study of north-Indian 
rivers. Our model helps 
make the current one com- 
plete and turns it into a more 
advanced and better one,” 
explains Subimal Ghosh, the 
corresponding author of the 
paper published in Water 
Resources Research. He is 
from the Department of Civil 
Engineering at the Indian In- 
stitute of Technology 
Bombay. 


Wetter scenario 

The results show that the gla- 
cier-melt increases about 
15% to 70% in a warmer envi- 
ronment with its present vol- 
ume, but then decreases to 
3%-38% substantially when 


the glacier volumes shrink. 
However, such a decrease 
can be compensated if there 
is increased rainfall and if a 
wetter scenario persists. 

“Snowpacks and glaciers 
are two important water 
storage units in the Hima- 
laya. Though snow is lower 
density and will melt easily 
in a warming climate, the re- 
duced snowfall will in turn 
reduce the amount of snow- 
melt. Though glacier melt 
will increase initially, they 
will shrink in size quickly 
and the amount of glacier 
melt will also decline in the 
latter end of the century,” 
adds Vikram S. Chandel, first 
author of the paper. He is a 
research scholar of Interdis- 
ciplinary Program in Climate 
Studies, IIT Bombay. The fu- 
ture study will focus on un- 
derstanding the predictabili- 
ty of the land-atmospheric 
processes. 

The team notes that prop- 
er water-management and 
governance are urgently re- 
quired. “Changing patterns 
of precipitation systems — 
Indian Summer Monsoon 
and Western Disturbances — 
are important for the future 
situation of water resources 
in Himalayan catchments,” 
adds the paper. 


ter the amino acid sequence) 
per sample. The results are 
posted on bioRxiv preprint 
server. Preprints are yet to be 
peer-reviewed. 


Hotspot residues 

“Our analysis revealed 13 
hotspot residues across the 
SARS-CoV-2 genome that oc- 
cur at least in 40,000 or 
more samples. This includes 
the D614G, one of the first 
mutations described in the 
spike protein,” says Dr. Dutt. 
“Interestingly, none of the 
more recent spike glycopro- 


tein mutations — N439K, 
S477Y, E484K, and N501Y — 
were found to be significant- 
ly abundant in the current 
variants in Britain, Brazil and 
South Africa.” 

The 13 hotspot mutations 
are occurring at a high fre- 
quency as seen in their pre- 
sence in at least 40,000 sam- 
ples. “So there is some kind 
of repetitive convergent evo- 
lution taking place. The 13 
hotspot mutations which 
have been selected for are 
occurring independently,” 
he cautions. “Besides hot- 


spot mutations, we also see 
mutations in specific sub- 
clades. So there is adaptive 
and convergent evolution.” 

They found that the muta- 
tion rate of both nonsynony- 
mous and synonymous mu- 
tations in 3,361 Indian 
COVID-19 sequence samples 
was comparable with the glo- 
bal rate. They also found 
4,422 unique mutations that 
have not been reported out- 
side India. “The hotspot mu- 
tations were seen in the In- 
dian samples as_ well, 
including the D614G spike 
protein mutation. However, 
no significant occurrence of 
N439K, E484K, or N501Y mu- 
tations were found, except in 
two samples that harboured 
the S477Y spike protein mu- 
tation,” he says. 

According to Sanket Desai, 
the first author of the journal 
paper and the preprint, mu- 
tations are taking place ran- 
domly and selection will 
happen over time. It is just a 
matter of time before muta- 
tions that give the virus bet- 
ter fitness emerge. Viruses 
with such mutations will 
have either more transmissi- 
bility, as seen in the Britain 
variant or immune escape as 
seen in the South African 
variant. 

Chances of the rise of 
dangerous mutations that 


render the virus greater fit- 
ness are high due to persis- 
tence of the pandemic in 
some countries. With just ov- 
er 5,100 sequences from In- 
dia, of which only 4,041 are 
complete and high-coverage, 
there is no way of knowing if 
new variants first reported in 
Britain, Brazil and South 
Africa are already present in 
India and whether new mu- 
tations so far unreported el- 
sewhere that render better 
fitness to the virus have al- 
ready emerged here. 


Far from target 
Despite the COVID-19 task 
force mandating 5% of posi- 
tive samples to be sequenced 
from all the States and Union 
Territories, the Indian SARS- 
CoV-2 Genomics Consortium 
(INSACOG) is far from reach- 
ing the target percentage. 
With the SARS-CoV-2 ge- 
nome being just about 30 kb 
in size, it is possible to pool 
up to 1,000 samples into one 
and carry out the sequencing 
at high coverage of 1,000x in 
one go and still be far less 
than 15 Gb sequencing ca- 
pacity of platforms routinely 
used in Indian labs. High 
throughput will also help cut 
down the sequencing cost 
per sample and help have 
the data after analysis in 
about 10 days. 


Silk-protein-based tumour models 
for testing out cancer drugs 


The 3D model imitates native tumour microenvironment, its complex physiology 


SHUBASHREE DESIKAN 


Improving on techniques for 


testing cancer drugs, re- 
searchers from IIT Guwahati 
have come up with silk-pro- 
tein-based tumour models. 
An alternative to testing can- 
cer drugs using patient-de- 
rived cell lines or animal mo- 
dels, the research involves 
fabrication of a bio-active 
composite of silk proteins 
from two species of silk 
moths and building a scaf- 
folding that provides a three- 
dimensional base for grow- 
ing tumouroids. 

Normally, cancer drugs 
are tested using patient-de- 
rived primary cancer cells, 
on tumours induced in ani- 


mal models or on genetically 


modified organisms. Howev- 
er, these models are insufh- 
cient to reproduce the three- 
dimensional morphology 
and physiology of human tu- 
mours and hence show inac- 
curacies in drug screening. 
Though animal models are 
better at this, they can show 
a variation depending on the 
species used. Moreover, ani- 
mal models are expensive to 
maintain and can increase 
the cost of drug develop- 
ment. In this context, the 
silk-protein-based tumour 


models developed by the 
group come as a useful 
intervention. 

“As an alternative to exist- 
ing cancer models, this tis- 
sue-engineered 3D _ silk- 
based tumour model imi- 
tates native tumour 
microenvironment, complex 
tumour physiology and me- 
tastasis, thus improving drug 
screening efficacy,” says G. 
Janani, who is an author of 
the paper published in Jour- 
nal of Colloid and Interface 
Science. 


Building scaffolds 

The scientists mixed the silk 
fibroins extracted from the 
cocoons of the domestic silk 
moth (Bombyx mori) and 
the silk glands of the muga 
silk moth (Antheraea assa- 
ma) in equal proportions 
and used them to build up 
scaffolds on which they grew 
breast and liver tumour cell 
cultures. “The Bombyx mori 
silk fibroin has been well ex- 
plored for healthcare appli- 
cations and is also FDA ap- 
proved,” says Biman B 
Mandal of IIT Guwahati who 
led the study, in an email to 
The Hindu. The A. assama 
proteins add their own spe- 
cial strength to the scaffold- 


ing. As Prof. Mandal ex- 


Decoding how coronavirus mutates 


Selective deletions seen in genetic sequence encoding for spike protein shape 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 


Scientists have identified a 
pattern of mutations in the 
novel coronavirus which en- 
able it to evade the immune 
system’s antibodies, findings 
that shed light on how the vi- 
rus may possibly escape ex- 
isting vaccines and 
therapeutics. 

According to the re- 
searchers, including those 
from the University of Pitts- 
burgh in the U.S., the coro- 
navirus undergoes selective 
deletions in parts of its ge- 
netic sequence that encode 
for the shape of its spike 
protein. 

The spike protein is the 
part of the coronavirus 
which enables it to infect 
host cells, and is also the seg- 
ment of the virus against 
which the body produces 
neutralising antibodies. 

The study, published in 
the journal Science, assessed 
nearly 1,50,000 gene se- 
quences of the spike protein 
collected from many parts of 
the world, and found that in 





Slippery virus: In variants possessing the deletion mutations, 
formerly neutralising antibodies cannot grab hold of the 
VITUS. =GETTY IMAGES 


variants possessing the dele- 
tion mutations, formerly 
neutralising antibodies can- 
not grab hold of the virus. 

Based on the analysis, the 
scientists identified a form of 
virus “escape” that resulted 
from a common, strong se- 
lective pressure for the coro- 
navirus to undergo such a 
change. 

They found at least nine 


instances where such var- 
iants arose in patients whose 
COVID-19 infections were 
persistent. 

According to the study, 
the scientists first came 
across these neutralisation- 
resistant mutations in a sam- 
ple from an immunocom- 
promised patient, who was 
infected with coronavirus 
for 74 days before ultimately 


dying from COVID-19. 

The researchers believe 
this long time of “cat and 
mouse” play between the 
immune system and the co- 
ronavirus in such patients 
gives “ample opportunity” 
to initiate a “co-evolutionary 
dance”. 

They said this competi- 
tion results in “worrisome 
mutations” in the viral ge- 
nome that are resulting in 
variants of the coronavirus 
such as the ones first report- 
ed in the UK and South 
Africa. 

“Evolution was repeating 
itself. By looking at this pat- 
tern, we could forecast. If it 
happened a few times, it was 
likely to happen again,” said 
Kevin McCarthy, a co-author 
of the study from the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh. 

While it is yet to be deter- 
mined how far these muta- 
tions erode protection, 
McCarthy said "At some 
point, we're going to have to 
start reformulating vaccines, 
or at least entertain that 
idea." 





First step: The researchers 
created breast and liver 
tumouroids. =GETTY IMAGES 


plains, “A. assama silk 
fibroin possesses inherent 
cell-adhesion RGD ligands 
[cell attachment _ sites], 
which provide better cell at- 
tachment and growth condi- 
tions in a 3D environment; 
porosity and tuneable me- 
chanical strength [which] as- 
sist in proper nutrient 
diffusion.” 

As a proof of concept, the 
researchers created breast 
and liver tumouroids and 
these showed similar tu- 
mour physiology in 3D spa- 
tiotemporal arrangements 
and drug-resistance, as in 
native solid tumours. They 
also tested the screening ca- 
pacity of the tumours on 
known anticancer drugs, 
Doxorubicin and Paclitaxel. 
The tumoroids grown on the 
silk composite exhibited in- 
creased resistance to cancer 
drugs (as in native condi- 


tions) compared to mono- 
layers and spheroids. 


Vital step 

“The proposed silk scaffold- 
based in vitro tumour model 
could serve as a vital step in 
research laboratories to eval- 
uate a variety of anticancer 
drugs and understand their 
mechanisms. The cancer 
model in the current study 
demonstrated a better res- 
ponse than monolayer [2D] 
and spheroid models,” says 
Prof. Mandal. He qualifies it 
further, saying, “Still, a 
[range] of conditions needs 
to be incorporated and opti- 
mised to achieve a high simi- 
larity to human cancers. In- 
volving different types of cell 
such as endothelial cells, 
cancer stem cells, metastatic 
cells, etc in the same mileu 
would closely resemble the 
human tumour 
environment.” 

The group next plans to 
miniaturise the cancer mo- 
del using microfluidics tech- 
nology and to mimic the na- 
tive tumour by adding blood 
vessels in it. “This improved 
model would assist in study- 
ing cancer metastasis from 
one tissue to another tissue 
and drug testing for cancer 
metastasis,” he says. 








Question Corner 


Magnetic fields in 
plants 


Can plants produce 
magnetic fields? 


A recent study (Scientific 
Reports) from Germany 
found that the Venus 
flytrap (Dionaea 
muscipula) plant is 
capable of generating 
small magnetic fields. 
When these plants send 
electrical signals to 
trigger the closure of 
their traps, to catch an 
insect, a biomagnetism 
phenomenon was 
observed. The leaf stalk, 
or petiole, is not 
excitable and is 
electrically insulated 
from the trap. 

The first author of the 
study Anne Fabricant 
explained in a release 
that the magnetic signals 
in plants are very weak 


BD 





and it was extremely 
difficult to measure them 
with the help of older 
technologies. Using new 
and advanced atomic 
magnetometers, the 
team was able to 
measure the magnetic 
signals, which had an 
amplitude of up to 0.5 
picotesla, which is 
millions of times weaker 
than the Earth's 
magnetic field. “The 
signal magnitude 
recorded is similar to 
what is observed during 
surface measurements of 
nerve impulses in 
animals,” explains 
Fabricant. 

Interestingly, the trap 
is electrically excitable in 
a variety of ways: in 
addition to mechanical 
influences such as touch 
or injury, osmotic 
energy, for example 
salt-water loads, and 
thermal energy in the 
form of heat or cold can 
also trigger action 
potentials. 





Readers may send their 
questions / answers to 
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in 
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Push for entrepreneurs 


How will the Budget announcements 
on one-person companies help 
startups and non-resident Indians? 


SRIRAM SRINIVASAN 


The story so far: In her Budget speech, Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced measures to 
ease norms on setting up one-person companies (OPCs). 
Ms. Sitharaman said the step — allowing OPCs to grow 
without any restrictions on paid-up capital and turnover 
— would directly benefit start-ups and innovators. 


What is a one-person company? 

As the name suggests, a one-person company is a 
company that can be formed by just one person as a 
shareholder. These companies can be contrasted with 
private companies, which require a minimum of two 
members to get going. However, for all practical 
purposes, these are like private companies. 

It is not as if there was no scope for an individual with 
aspirations in business prior to the introduction of OPC 
as a concept. As an individual, a person could get into 
business through a sole proprietorship mode, and this is 
a path that is still available. 


Why do we need such companies? 
A single-person company and sole proprietorship differ 
significantly in how they are perceived in the eyes of law. 
For the former, the person and the company are 
considered separate legal entities. In sole proprietorship, 
the owner and the business are considered the same. 
This has an important implication when it comes to 
the liability of the individual member or owner. In a 
one-person company, the sole owner’s liability is limited 
to that person’s investment. In a sole proprietorship 
set-up, however, the owner has unlimited liability as they 
are not considered different legal entities. Some see Ms. 
Sitharaman’s proposal as a move to encourage 
corporatisation of small businesses. It is useful for 
entrepreneurs to have this option while deciding to start 
a business. 


Is this a new idea? 
No. Such a concept already 
exists in many countries. In 


In 2005, the J.J. Irani 
Committee Report on 


reed Law pee India, the concept was 
the concept o introduced in the 


one-person companies Companies Act of 2013. Its 
and soughtasimpler __ introduction was based on 


regime for single the suggestions of the J.J. 
entrepreneurs with Irani Committee Report on 

Company Law, which 
exemptions on 


submitted its 
procedures recommendations in 2005. 
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Pointing out that there was 
a need for a framework for 
small enterprises, it said small companies would 
contribute significantly to the Indian economy, but 
because of their size, they could not be burdened with 
the same level of compliance requirements as large 
public-listed companies. 

The report, while talking about giving entrepreneurial 
instincts of the people an outlet in the age of information 
technology, said, “It would not be reasonable to expect 
that every entrepreneur who is capable of developing his 
ideas and participating in the marketplace should do it 
through an association of persons.” 

While making a case for one-person companies, the 
committee also said, “Such an entity may be provided 
with a simpler regime through exemptions so that the 
single entrepreneur is not compelled to fritter away his 
time, energy and resources on procedural matters.” 

The law on one-person companies that took shape, as 
a result, exempted such companies from many 
procedural requirements, and, in some cases, provided 
relaxations. For instance, such a company does not need 
to conduct an annual general meeting, which is a 
requirement for other companies. A one-person 
company also does not require signatures of both its 
company secretary and director on its annual returns. 
One is enough. 

There was, however, criticism that some rules 
governing a one-person company were restrictive in 
nature. This year’s Union Budget has dealt with some of 
these concerns. 


What has changed for these companies with the 
new measures in this year’s Budget? 

One of the measures that the Finance Minister has 
announced in the Budget pertains to the removal of 
restrictions on paid-up capital and turnover. The 2014 
rule, which stated that a one-person company would 
cease to have that status once its paid-up share capital 
exceeds %50 lakh or its average turnover for the 
preceding three years exceeds %2 crore, has been lifted. 

The proposals, the Minister said, also include, 
“reducing the residency limit for an Indian citizen to set 
up an OPC from 182 days to 120 days and also allow 
non-resident Indians (NRIs) to incorporate OPCs in 
India.” Earlier, only an Indian citizen and an Indian 
resident could start a single-person company. 

These changes come alongside a proposal to increase 
the capital base and turnover threshold for companies 
that can be classified as ‘small’, which means they can 
enjoy easy compliance requirements a bit longer. The 
capital base limit has been increased from %50 lakh to 
<2 crore, and the turnover limit has been increased from 
<2 crore to *20 crore. 


How many OPCs does India have? 

According to data compiled by the Monthly Information 
Bulletin on Corporate Sector, there were 34,235 one- 
person companies out of a total number of about 1.3 
million active companies in India, as on December 31, 
2020. The number of OPCs was 2,238 (out of a total of 
about 1 million companies) as on March 31, 2015. Data 
also show that more than half of the OPCs are in 
business services. 


wk D 


Why has the Centre issued a notice to 


Twitter and what are the laws 
governing the cyber world? 


K. VENKATARAMANAN 


The story so far: The Centre has issued notice to 
Twitter after the micro-blogging site restored more than 
250 accounts that had been suspended earlier on the 
government’s ‘legal demand’. The government wants the 
platform to comply with its earlier order of January 31 by 
which it was asked to block accounts and a controversial 
hashtag that spoke of an impending ‘genocide’ of farmers 
for allegedly promoting misinformation about the 
protests, adversely affecting public order. Twitter 
reinstated the accounts and tweets on its own and later 
refused to go back on the decision, contending that it 
found no violation of its policy. 


Are platforms required to comply with 
government requests? 

Cooperation between technology services companies 
and law enforcement agencies is now deemed a vital part 
of fighting cybercrime, and various other crimes that are 
committed using computer resources. These cover 
hacking, digital impersonation and theft of data. The 
potential of the Internet and its offshoots such as mail 
and messaging services and social media networks to 
disseminate potentially harmful content such as hate 
speech, rumours, inflammatory and provocative 
messages and child pornography, has led to law 
enforcement officials constantly seeking to curb the 
ill-effects of using the medium. Therefore, most nations 
have framed laws mandating cooperation by Internet 
service providers or web hosting service providers and 
other intermediaries to cooperate with law and order 
authorities in certain circumstances. 


What does the law in India cover? 

In India, the Information Technology Act, 2000, as 
amended from time to time, governs all activities related 
to the use of computer resources. It covers all 
‘intermediaries’ who play a role in the use of computer 
resources and electronic records. The term 
‘intermediaries’ includes providers of telecom service, 
network service, Internet service and web hosting, 
besides search engines, online payment and auction 
sites, online marketplaces and cyber cafes. It includes 
any person who, on behalf of another, “receives, stores 
or transmits” any electronic record. Social media 
platforms would fall under this definition. 


What are the Centre’s powers vis-a-vis 
intermediaries? 

Section 69 of the Act confers on the Central and State 
governments the power to issue directions “to intercept, 
monitor or decrypt...any information generated, 
transmitted, received or stored in any computer 
resource”. The grounds on which these powers may be 
exercised are: in the interest of the sovereignty or 
integrity of India, defence of India, security of the state, 
friendly relations with foreign states, public order, or for 
preventing incitement to the commission of any 
cognisable offence relating to these, or for investigating 
any offence. 


How does the government block websites and 
networks? 

Section 694A, for similar reasons and grounds on which it 
can intercept or monitor information, enables the Centre 
to ask any agency of the government, or any 
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The Centre had directed Twitter to block a hashtag related to farm protests and 250 accounts. =ap 


intermediary, to block 
access to the public of any 
information generated, 
transmitted, received or 
stored or hosted on any 
computer resource. Any 
such request for blocking 
access must be based on 
reasons given in writing. 
Procedures and 
safeguards have been 
incorporated in the rules 
framed for the purpose. 


Intermediaries must 
preserve and retain 
specified information in 
a manner prescribed by 
the Centre. 
Contravention of this 
provision may attract a 
prison term of up to 
three years, besides 

a fine 

Lao 


What are the obligations of intermediaries under 
Indian law? 

Intermediaries are required to preserve and retain 
specified information in a manner and format prescribed 
by the Centre for a specified duration. Contravention of 
this provision may attract a prison term that may go up to 
three years, besides a fine. 

When a direction is given for monitoring, interception 
or decryption, the intermediary, and any person in 
charge of a computer resource, should extend technical 
assistance in the form of giving access or securing access 
to the resource involved, and must comply with the 
request to intercept or monitor or decrypt the 
information concerned. Failure to extend such assistance 
may entail a prison term of up to seven years, besides a 
fine. Failure to comply with a direction to block access to 
the public on a government’s written request also attracts 
a prison term of up to seven years, besides a fine. 

The Act also empowers the government to collect and 
monitor data on traffic. When an authorised agency asks 
for technical assistance in this regard, the intermediary 
must comply with the request. Non-compliance may lead 
to a prison term of up to three years, besides a fine. 


Is the liability of the intermediary absolute? 
No. Section 79 of the Act makes it clear that “an 


intermediary shall not be liable for any third-party 
information, data, or communication link made available 
or hosted by him”. This protects intermediaries such as 
Internet and data service providers and those hosting 


websites from being made liable for content that users 


may post or generate. 

However, the exemption from liability does not apply 
if there is evidence that the intermediary abetted or 
induced the commission of the unlawful act involved. 


Also, the provision casts a responsibility on 


intermediaries to remove the offensive content or block 
access to it upon getting “actual knowledge” of an 


unlawful act being committed using their resources, or as 


soon as it is brought to their notice. 

In Shreya Singhal vs U.O.I (2015), the Supreme Court 
read down the provision to mean that the intermediaries 
ought to act only “upon receiving actual knowledge that a 
court order has been passed, asking [them] to 
expeditiously remove or disable access to certain 
material”. This was because the court felt that 
intermediaries such as Google or Facebook may receive 
millions of requests, and it may not be possible for them 
to judge which of these were legitimate. 

The role of the intermediaries has been spelt out in 
separate rules framed for the purpose in 2011. In 2018, 
the Centre favoured coming up with fresh updates to the 
existing rules on intermediaries’ responsibilities, but the 
draft courted controversy. This was because one of the 
proposed changes was that intermediaries should help 
identify originators of offensive content. This led to 
misgivings that this could aid privacy violations and 
online surveillance. Also, tech companies that use end-to- 
end encryption argued that they could not open a 


backdoor for identifying originators, as it would be a 
breach of promise to their subscribers. 


Other proposed changes, which have not been acted 
upon, include rules that intermediaries should deploy 
automated tools for proactively removing or disabling 
public access to unlawful information, and to have a 24x7 
mechanism to deal with requisitions of law enforcement. 


Can a ‘bad bank’ solve the growing NPA crisis? 


What is the Budget proposal on non-performing assets and can it help recapitalise public sector banks? 


PRASHANTH PERUMAL J. 


The story so far: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
in her Budget speech on Monday revived the idea of a 
‘bad bank’ by stating that the Centre proposes to set up 
an asset reconstruction company to acquire bad loans 
from banks. While the problem of bad loans has been a 
perennial one in the Indian banking sector, the COVID-19 
pandemic-triggered lockdown last year and the 
moratorium subsequently extended to borrowers by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) have worsened the crisis. 
With banks expected to report even more bad loans this 
year, the idea of a ‘bad bank’ has gained particular 
significance. 


What is a ‘bad bank’? 

A bad bank is a financial entity set up to buy non- 
performing assets (NPAs), or bad loans, from banks. The 
aim of setting up a bad bank is to help ease the burden on 
banks by taking bad loans off their balance sheets and get 
them to lend again to customers without constraints. 
After the purchase of a bad loan from a bank, the bad 
bank may later try to restructure and sell the NPA to 
investors who might be interested in purchasing it. 

A bad bank makes a profit in its operations if it 
manages to sell the loan at a price higher than what it 
paid to acquire the loan from a commercial bank. 
However, generating profits is usually not the primary 
purpose of a bad bank — the objective is to ease the 
burden on banks, holding a large pile of stressed assets, 
and to get them to lend more actively. 


What is the extent of the crisis faced by banks? 
According to the latest figures released by the RBI, the 
total size of bad loans in the balance sheets of Indian 
banks at a gross level was just around %9 lakh crore as of 
March 31, 2020, down significantly from over %10 lakh 
crore two years ago. 

While the size of total bad loans held by banks has 
decreased over the last few years, analysts point out that 
it is mostly the result of larger write-offs rather than due 
to improved recovery of bad loans or a slowdown in the 
accumulation of fresh bad loans. 

The size of bad loan write-offs by banks has steadily 
increased since the RBI launched its asset quality review 
procedure in 2015, from around ~70,000 crore in 2015-16 
to nearly %2.4 lakh crore in 2019-20, while the size of fresh 
bad loans accumulated by banks increased last year to 
over %2 lakh crore from about %1.3 lakh crore in the 
previous year. So, the Indian banking sector’s woes seem 
to be far from over. 

Further, due to the lockdown imposed last year, the 
proportion of banks’ gross non-performing assets is 
expected to rise sharply from 7.5% of gross advances in 
September 2020 to at least 13.5% of gross advances in 





The relaxations introduced due to the COVID-19 lockdown 
have worsened the NPA crisis. «=FILE PHOTO 


Former RBI governor September 2021. 
Raghuram Rajan 7 : ‘i 
argues that abad bank WWatare the pros an 

. cons of setting up a 
will merely shift bad bad bank? 


assets from the hands 
of public sector banks 
into the hands of 
another bank, both 


A supposed advantage in 
setting up a bad bank, it is 
argued, is that it can help 
consolidate all bad loans of 


ee banks under a single 

owned by the exclusive entity. The idea 

government of a bad bank has been 

| tried out in countries such 
as the United States, 


Germany, Japan and others in the past. 

The troubled asset relief program, also known as TARP, 
implemented by the U.S. Treasury in the aftermath of the 
2008 financial crisis, was modelled around the idea of a 
bad bank. Under the program, the U.S. Treasury bought 
troubled assets, such as mortgage-backed securities, from 
U.S. banks at the peak of the crisis, and later resold them 
when market conditions improved. According to reports, 
it is estimated that the Treasury through its operations 
earned nominal profits. 

Many critics, however, have pointed to several 
problems with the idea of a bad bank to deal with bad 
loans. Former RBI governor Raghuram Rajan has been 
one of the critics, arguing that a bad bank backed by the 
government will merely shift bad assets from the hands of 
public sector banks, which are owned by the 
government, to the hands of a bad bank, which is again 
owned by the government. There is little reason to 
believe that a mere transfer of assets from one pocket of 
the government to another will lead to a successful 
resolution of these bad debts, when the set of incentives 


facing these entities is essentially the same. 

Other analysts believe that unlike a bad bank set up by 
the private sector, a bad bank backed by the government 
is likely to pay too much for stressed assets. While this 
may be good news for public sector banks, which have 
been reluctant to incur losses by selling off their bad 
loans at cheap prices, it is bad news for taxpayers, who 
will once again have to foot the bill for bailing out 
troubled banks. 


Will a ‘bad bank’ help ease the bad loan crisis? 
A key reason behind the bad loan crisis in public sector 
banks, some critics point out, is the nature of their 
ownership. Unlike private banks, which are owned by 
individuals who have strong financial incentives to 
manage them well, public sector banks are managed by 
bureaucrats who may often not have the same 
commitment to ensuring these lenders’ profitability. To 
that extent, bailing out banks through a bad bank does 
not really address the root problem of the bad loan crisis. 
Further, there is a huge risk of moral hazard. 
Commercial banks that are bailed out by a bad bank are 
likely to have little reason to mend their ways. After all, 
the safety net provided by a bad bank gives these banks 
more reason to lend recklessly, and thus, further 
exacerbate the bad loan crisis. 


Will it help revive credit flow in the economy? 
Some experts believe that by taking bad loans off the 
books of troubled banks, a bad bank can help free capital 
of over %5 lakh crore that is locked in by banks as 
provisions against these bad loans. This, they say, will 
give banks the freedom to use the freed-up capital to 
extend more loans to their customers. This gives the 
impression that banks have unused funds lying in their 
balance sheets that they could use if only they could get 
rid of their bad loans. It is, however, important not to 
mistake banks’ reserve requirements for their capital 
position. This is because what may be stopping banks 
from lending more aggressively may not be the lack of 
sufficient reserves, which banks need to maintain against 
their loans. 

Instead, it may simply be the precarious capital 
position that many public sector banks find themselves in 
at the moment. In fact, many public sector banks may be 
considered to be technically insolvent as an accurate 
recognition of the true scale of their bad loans would 
show their liabilities as far exceeding their assets. So, a 
bad bank, in reality, could help improve bank lending not 
by shoring up bank reserves, but by improving banks’ 
capital buffers. 

To the extent that a new bad bank set up by the 
government can improve banks’ capital buffers by freeing 
up capital, it could help banks feel more confident to start 


lending again. 
B A ND-NDE 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE FOR DEMOCRACY 


The party that 
defied the junta 


The political organisation Aung San Suu Kyi 
co-founded has been the most potent opposition 
to Myanmar’s military rulers for three decades 





In Focus 


= The NLD 
was founded 
in September 
1988 by Suu 
Kyi and her 
allies amid a 
popular 
resistance 
against the 
military 
dictatorship 





= The party 
swept the 


1990 election, 


but the junta 





STANLY JOHNY 


n 1988, Aung San Suu Kyi, 

who was living in the 

U.K., travelled to Ran- 

goon (now Yangon), to be 
with her ailing mother. Gen. 
Ne Win, the long-time mili- 
tary dictator of Burma (now 
Myanmar), had _ stepped 
down. Demonstrations 
erupted across the country, 
demanding democracy. The 
junta unleashed a violent 
crackdown on the protes- 
ters. Many of the wounded 
were taken to the hospital in 
Yangon where Ms. Suu Kyi 
was attending to her mother. 
For the daughter of Aung 
San, who fought against both 
the British colonialists and 
the Japanese imperialists 
and founded the Burmese 


wanted a_ leader 


ee military, the brief stay in the 
power. It hospital gave a closer view of 
annulled the the military regime that had 
results and been ruling her country 
put NLD since the 1962 coup. 
leaders under The protesters, mostly stu- 
detention 

dents, 
a After Suu against the junta. In a coun- 
ee try where Aung San, who 
released in ; ; 
2010, the was assassinated in 1947 at 
NLD accepted age 32, is widely revered, 
the 2008 


Constitution 
and agreed to 
contest 
elections. It 
swept the 
2005 and 
2020 polls, 
but is back to 
Square one as 
the military 
has staged 
another coup 





they would not have found a 
better name than Aung San 
Suu Kyi to lead their cam- 
paign for democracy. Ms. 
Suu Kyi agreed to address the 
protesters. On August 26, 
1988, half-a-million people 
showed up at the capital’s fa- 
mous Shwedagon Pagoda, to 
listen to her. “I could not, as 
my father’s daughter, remain 
indifferent to all that is going 
on,” she told the crowd, ina 
speech that would change 
not just her destiny but also 
that of her country. “This na- 
tional crisis could in fact be 
called the second struggle 
for national independence.” 
She couldn’t stop the mili- 


tary. Within a month, a new 
junta, the State Peace and 
Development Council 
(SPDC), would take over. But 
the struggle she launched 
would never cease. As the 
Generals were trying to re- 
gain control, Ms. Suu Kyi 
helped found the National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD), the most potent polit- 
ical rival to the military till 
date. On February 1 this year, 
when the military staged 
another coup, the soldiers 
naturally went after almost 
all the top leaders of the 
NLD, including Ms. Suu Kyi 
and President Win Myint. 
The party was founded on 
September 27, 1988, a week 
after the SPDC was formed. 
Tin Oo, a former Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the Burmese 
military, and Aung Shwe, a 
former Brigadier-General, 
joined hands with Ms. Suu 
Kyi. Mr. Tin Oo was the first 
president of the party, while 
Ms. Suu Kyi served as the 
general secretary for years. 
The NLD, a liberal, social de- 
mocratic party, demanded 
the junta give up power and 
initiate the country’s transi- 
tion to democracy. The junta 
detained Ms. Suu Kyi, Mr. Tin 
Oo and other NLD leaders in 
response. But under domes- 
tic and international pres- 
sure, the SPDC agreed to 
hold polls in 1990. The NLD 
swept the polls, winning 
roughly 58% of the popular 
vote (382 seats in the 492- 
member Assembly), while 
the National Unity Party, a 
proxy of the military, won 
only 10 seats. Expectations 
were high that Myanmar’s or- 
deal was coming to an end. 
But the Generals had oth- 
er plans. They annulled the 
results, arrested several law- 
makers and detained Ms. 


Suu Kyi again at her house on 
the University Avenue in Yan- 
gon. Between 1989 and 2010, 
she spent about 15 years un- 
der house arrest. Now, after 
10 years of freedom, includ- 
ing five years in power, Ms. 
Suu Kyi is back in detention. 


Resistance to Army 

Even in the face of increased 
state repression, neither Ms. 
Suu Kyi nor the NLD did 
compromise on their most 
vital demand — the end of the 
military rule. The Generals 
knew that Ms. Suu Kyi was 
the greatest threat to their 
hold on power. She has been 
immensely popular. People 
referred to her ‘The Lady’, 
when uttering her name an- 
gered the rulers. The junta 
promised her freedom if she 
agreed to leave the country. 
She didn’t. 

The NLD, in the face of a 
hostile junta, built a central- 
ised party organisation. Ms. 
Suu Kyi assumed party presi- 
dency in 2011. She is now the 
chairperson. Mr. Tin Oo re- 
mains a patron. The NLD has 
two vice-chairpersons, a 
two-member secretariat and 
a 16-member central execu- 
tive committee, which is the 


main decision-making body. 
It also has several working 
committees and networks. 
For years, the NLD re- 
mained a defiant political 
movement that rode the 
wave of resentment against 
the junta. In 2007, a series of 
protests broke out in Myan- 
mar against the regime of 


Even in the face of 
increased state 
repression, the NLD 
refused to 
compromise on Its 
key demands — the 
end of the military 
rule and transition to 
democracy 
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Gen. Than Shwe, which was 
brutally cracked down. It 
was also the time when the 
military’s grip on power was 
loosening. International 
sanctions prevented the 
country’s economic rise, 
while the rest of Asia was 
marching ahead. Myanmar 
was seen increasingly depen- 
dent on China. Pressure was 
mounting both inside the 


country and abroad. In 
2008, the military adopted a 
new Constitution that pro- 
mised semi-democracy. The 
NLD initially rejected the 
Constitution and boycotted 
the polls. The pro-military 
Union Solidarity and Deve- 
lopment Party (USDP) won 
the election and the retired 
General Thein Sein became 
the President. He initiated 
political reforms. The go- 
vernment released Ms. Suu 
Kyi and other political pri- 
soners, relaxed media cen- 
sorship and promised transi- 
tion to democracy. 

President Thein Sein 
wanted the NLD’s participa- 
tion for legitimacy for his re- 
forms. In August 2011, he met 
Ms. Suu Kyi for dinner. Later 
that day, she told Mr. Tin Oo, 
“T have the feeling that I can 
work with him.” The NLD la- 
ter recognised the Constitu- 
tion that has reserved 25% of 
the seats in Parliament and 
three key Ministries in the 
government -— _ Defence, 
Home Affairs and Border — 
for the military, and agreed 
to contest the election. In the 
2012 byelections, the NLD 
won 43 of the 44 seats it con- 
tested. Ms. Suu Kyi was elect- 


ed to Parliament from 
Kawhmu. 

The NLD won an outright 
majority in the 2015 Parlia- 
ment elections. But Ms. Suu 
Kyi cannot become President 
under the current Constitu- 
tion as her children are fo- 
reign citizens. Win Myint, a 
long-time NLD leader and a 
former political prisoner, be- 
came the President. The par- 
ty, with its majority, passed a 
law creating a new post of 
State Counsellor for Ms. Suu 
Kyi. But the fundamental 
contradiction between an 
Army that never wanted to 
fully relinquish power and a 
political party that is dedicat- 
ed to democratise and re- 
build Myanmar was never re- 
solved. The NLD continued 
to call for constitutional re- 
forms, which the military 
found as a direct threat to its 
interests. 


Full circle 

Ms. Suu Kyi initially offered 
peace to the country’s va- 
rious ethnic rebel groups. 
But she didn’t have the pow- 
ers to keep the promises. In- 
stead of challenging the Gen- 
erals, the NLD opted for 
tactical cooperation. On the 





Rohingya issue — _ over 
700,000 Rohingya Muslims 
were forced out of the coun- 
try since 2017 by a military 
crackdown on the Rakhine 
state — she toed the military 
line, at least publicly. She 
once told Hillary Clinton that 
she did not want to be an 
icon. “I have always been a 
politician.” But even her cold 
political pragmatism did not 
help Suu Kyi tackle the coun- 
try’s power-hungry 
Generals. 

The November 2020 elec- 
tion was a turning point. The 
NLD won another landslide, 
while the USDP, the military 
proxy, suffered a humiliating 
defeat. The USDP alleged vo- 
ter fraud. The military 
backed those claims, without 
offering any evidence. Since 
then, tensions were on the 
rise and fears of another 
coup were in the air. Those 
fears came true in the early 
morning of February 1 when 
the military chief Min Aung 
Hlaing ordered the soldiers 
to detain the country’s elect- 
ed leaders. For the NLD, 
which was born out of the 
popular resistance against 
the junta’s power grab, histo- 
ry has come full circle. 


PROUD BOYS 


Far-right provocateurs 





The group that backed Trump has been called a terrorist outfit by Canada 





SRIRAM LAKSHMAN 


roud Boys, stand back 
Pix: stand by, Donald 

Trump, then President 
of the U.S., said during the 
first presidential election 
debate in September last 
year, after he was chal- 
lenged by the moderator to 
condemn white suprema- 
cism. The far-right men’s 
group of _ self-described 
“western chauvinists”, 
which has grown in notorie- 
ty since has recently been in 
the news for its visible invol- 
vement in the January 6 at- 
tack on the U.S. Capitol. 

The group, which until 
recently strongly supported 
Mr. Trump, was started by 
British-Canadian Gavin 
McInnes in 2016, when he 
launched its New York chap- 
ter. Mr. McInnes, who was 
described by The New York 
Times in 2018 as “a former 
Brooklyn hipster turned far- 
right provocateur”, also co- 
founded digital media com- 
pany Vice in 1994 and was 
associated with it until 
2008. 

The Proud Boys is a male- 
only group known to es- 
pouse racist and misogynis- 
tic views. In a 2017 article, 
Mr. McInnes wrote: “We 
[white men] brought roads 
and infrastructure to India 
and they are still using them 
as toilets. Our criminals 
built nice roads in Australia 
but Aboriginals keep using 
them as a bed.” 

Over the years, the group 
has also been involved in 
several street confronta- 
tions across the U.S. with 
Antifa, an amorphous net- 
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work of anti-racist, anti-fas- 
cist organisations. One such 
fight occurred in Washing- 
ton DC in December, two 
days before the Electoral 
College was scheduled to 
certify Joe Biden’s victory in 
the presidential elections. 

Last week, Canada, 
where Mr. McInnes grew up, 
officially designated the 
Proud Boys as a terrorist or- 
ganisation, adding it to a list 
with names like the Islamic 
State, Boko Haram, the Tali- 
ban and Al-Qaeda on it. The 
listing says, “Members of 
the group espouse misogy- 
nistic, Islamophobic, anti- 
Semitic, anti-immigrant, 
and/or white supremacist 
ideologies and associate 
with white supremacist 
groups. The Proud Boys 
consists of semi-autono- 
mous chapters located in 
the U.S., Canada, and 
internationally.” 

Now that it is listed, mem- 
bers who commit violent 
crimes could be charged 
with terror-related offences 
in Canada and financial as- 
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sets linked to the group can 
be frozen. 


Escalation in violence 
Canadian Public Safety Mi- 
nister Bill Blair said there 
had been an escalation in 
violence in the aftermath of 
the U.S. elections by various 
groups, including the Proud 
Boys. Ideologically motivat- 
ed extremism was the great- 
est threat to Canadian dom- 
estic security, as per Mr. 
Blair. He said the U.S. Capi- 
tol attack of January 6 in- 
itiated a political response, 
but the decision itself was a 
legal call, according to Polit- 
ico. Henry ‘Enrique’ Tarrio, 
the 30-something Cuban 
American chairman of the 
Proud Boys, said Canada’s 
move was “ridiculous.” “It’s 
infringement of free speech 
rights. All the Canadian 
Proud Boys have ever done 
is go to rallies,’ Mr. Tarrio 
said, as per the Associated 
Press. 

Mr. Tarrio was arrested 
on January 4 — two days be- 
fore the Capitol attack — for 


possessing high-capacity fi- 
rearm magazines and for 
burning a Black Lives Matter 
flag outside a Washington 
DC church in December. (He 
is out on bail awaiting trial). 
It has also emerged that 
about a decade ago, Mr. Tar- 
rio, after a previous arrest, 
had repeatedly cooperated 
with law enforcement and 
the FBI in their pursuit of ov- 
er a dozen alleged crimi- 
nals, according to court re- 
cords analysed by Reuters. 
His lawyer described him as 
a “prolific cooperator” as 
per court records. Mr Tarrio 
has denied this, as per the 
Reuters report. 

Trouble is brewing for the 
group in the U.S. too as the 
FBI investigates its role in 
the U.S. Capitol attack. 
Some group members were 
identified from videos and 
pictures (including selfies) 
taken during the riot. Four 
cases have been registered 
against six members, ac- 
cording to the New York 
Times, although no case has 
been registered against the 
group as a whole, as per the 
Washington Post. The charg- 
es against individuals in- 
clude conspiracy, obstruc- 
tion of an official proceeding 
(the certification of the 2020 
election), as well as theft 
and destruction of govern- 
ment property. 

Apart from this, the U.S. 
is conducting a domestic ex- 
tremism review and will 
await the results of that pro- 
cess before deciding on 
whether to declare the 
Proud Boys a terrorist or- 
ganisation, Press Secretary 
Jen Psaki said last week. 


LI ZIQI 


Countryside calm 





Lessons in soft power from an unlikely Chinese social media phenomenon 





ANANTH KRISHNAN 


n February 2, an- 
nounced the Guin- 
ness World Records, 


Chinese social media star Li 
Ziqi had crossed 14 million 
subscribers on her YouTube 
channel, making her the 
most followed Chinese-lan- 
guage account in the world. 

Li Ziqi (pronounced i- 
chee) has, since uploading 
her first YouTube video in 
August 2017, become an un- 
likely social media pheno- 
menon. For the uninitiated, 
her slickly produced videos 
show a slice of life in the Chi- 
nese countryside, taking 
viewers into a world of idyl- 
lic calm that offers a sharp 
contrast to fast-paced urban 
life. 

The videos are shot pain- 
stakingly with a high quality 
of production, showing Ms. 
Li doing everything from 
chopping firewood to climb- 
ing trees to pick fruit, all in- 
tended to convey a sense of 
therapeutic calm, with the 
kind of aesthetic one usually 
finds in online meditation 
videos. 

Her most popular video 
so far, which has 83 million 
views, is a case in point. Tit- 
led “Peanut and melon 
seeds, dried meat, dried 
fruit, snowflake cake”, it be- 
gins with Ms. Li searching 
the forest floor, with a bas- 
ket strapped to her back, 
sifting through leaves to find 
chestnuts. She picks orang- 
es and apples from trees, 
and strolls through fields in 
the company of her pet 
lamb and puppies. She then 
uses traditional cooking 


methods — she eschews all 
modern appliances — to 
make a variety of snacks and 
popcorn. Her videos go 
beyond cooking. Ms. Li is a 
one-woman army, making 
bamboo crafts and, as she 
showed in her first YouTube 
video in August 2017, a dress 
using grape skin. Ms. Li’s is 
an unlikely success story. 
Born in Mianyang, a city in 
southwestern Sichuan pro- 
vince, she grew up with her 
father after her parents sep- 
arated. He passed away 
when she was six, leaving 
her in the care of her grand- 
parents. She now lives with 
her grandmother, who 
makes a regular appearance 
in her videos and is the main 
benefactor of Ms. Li’s culin- 
ary Skills. 

She dropped out of high 
school and tried odd jobs in 
the city from waitressing to 
working as a DJ in a bar. Un- 
able to find work, she 
moved back to the country- 
side and opened an online 
clothing store. Her first vide- 
os were shot only on her 
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phone, a far cry from to- 
day’s elaborately produced 
videos with a videographer 
assisting her full-time. 


Global success 

Her global success has now 
spurred other rural Chinese 
celebrity success stories. 
The latest such sensation, al- 
so from Sichuan, is a Tibe- 
tan herder named Tenzin, 
known as Dingzhen in Chi- 
na, who has become a social 
media star for his rugged 
looks and herding lifestyle, 
and is being promoted by 
the local government to 
boost tourism. 

“It looks like a random in- 
cident, but it’s not,” Han Li, 
a professor at Rhodes Col- 
lege who wrote a study on 
rural internet celebrities in 
China, told the South China 
Morning Post. “It’s getting 
harder and harder to find 
jobs, and the high living 
costs mean that it’s increas- 
ingly hard for migrant work- 
ers to survive and settle 
down in cities. The govern- 
ment is sending the signal, 
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telling people that you 
should go back to your rural 
hometowns, where there 
might be more economic 
opportunities.” 

If Ms. Li’s success is now 
encouraging local govern- 
ments in China to manufac- 
ture their own stars, her glo- 
bal footprint will be harder 
to replicate. The irony, of 
course, is Ms. Li’s stardom 
has grown on a platform, 
YouTube, that is banned in 
China. So are Twitter, Face- 
book, and Instagram, all of 
which can be used only with 
virtual private network soft- 
ware that many Chinese 
don’t use. Language is 
another barrier, which Ms. 
Li has worked around by 
subtitling her videos and re- 
lying broadly on the images 
to tell her story (she rarely 
speaks). 

Even as China’s govern- 
ment spends billions of dol- 
lars in trying to boost the 
country’s soft power and 
cultural appeal overseas, 
Ms. Li’s story serves a remin- 
der that cultural appeal 
can’t often be engineered, 
and the stories that connect 
widely are often those that 
are authentic and organic. 

In 2016, President Xi Jinp- 
ing urged the state media 
“to tell China’s story well” 
abroad. There are many oth- 
er Li Ziqis in the country 
who can perhaps tell that 
story better than any of the 
government’s cash-rich offi- 
cial media outlets that are 
now tasked with doing so — 
only that a great firewall of 
China’s internet restrictions 
stands in between them and 
the rest of the world. 
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Ruthless Root, brutal Stokes bat India into the ground 


The England skipper’s double century and the all-rounder’s 82 pilot England to a mammoth 555 for eight at close on the second day 


ENGLAND IN INDIA 


S. DINAKAR 
CHENNAI 
A milestone looming, he 
bravely skipped down the 
track displaying compelling 
lightness of feet, got to the 
pitch of the flighted ball from 
R. Ashwin, and eased it over 
long-on to take him past 200. 
Then, Joe Root laughed as 
he celebrated the occasion. 
The trick is as much in the 
mind as technique. When 
you get both aspects right, 
the effect can be devastating. 
You watch Root bat and 
it’s hard to believe he is cap- 
taining the side. He’s smiling, 
enjoying himself in the mid- 
dle, making light the burden 
of expectations from a skip- 
per. And with his mind and 
body in harmony, Root is ina 
rarefied ‘Zone’. 





Flowing strokes 
In this territory, the belief is 
big, the ball appears bigger, 
the strokes flow in all direc- 
tions, the gaps are opened 
up and the hefty scores are 
conjured with consummate 
ease. 

The only man to notch up 
a double hundred in his 
100th Test, and the first visit- 





TV PICKS 


India vs England: 1st Test, 
Star Sports 1 (SD & HD), 9.15 
a.m. 

Pakistan vs South Africa: 
2nd Test, Sony Ten 2 (SD & 
HD), 10.30 a.m. 

Premier League: Star Sports 
3, 10 p.m.; SS Select 1 (SD & 
HD), 5.30 p.m., 7.30 p.m., 10 
p.m. & 12.45 a.m. (Monday) 
ISL: Star Sports 1,2 &3 (SD & 
HD), 5 p.m. & 7.30 p.m. 

ATP Cup: Eurosport (SD & 
HD), 4 a.m. 


IN BRIEF 


Smith wins his third 
Allan Border Medal 
MELBOURNE 

Steve Smith claimed his third 
Allan Border Medal while 
Beth Mooney bagged her 
maiden Belinda Clarke Award, 
the top two honours of the 
Australian Cricket Awards. 
Smith was honoured for his 
performances in all three 
formats of the game, while 
Mooney bagged the 
recognition in the Australian 
women's game for the first 
time. pti 


Former NZ all-rounder 
Bruce Taylor no more 
AUCKLAND 

Former New Zealand all- 
rounder Bruce Taylor passed 
away on Saturday, aged 77. 
Taylor is the only cricketer to 
have scored a century and take 
a five-wicket haul on his Test 
debut. Taylor played 32 
matches for New Zealand and 
30 of those came in the longest 
format, where he scored 898 
runs at 20.40 and claimed 111 
wickets at 26.60. ani 


Celtics hold on to 

beat Clippers 

LOS ANGELES 

Jayson Tatum scored a team- 
high 34 points and Kemba 
Walker (24) delivered a late 
surge as Boston Celtics rallied 
from a first-half deficit to 
hold on and edge Los Angeles 
Clippers 119-115 on Friday. 
The results: Cleveland 
Cavaliers 105 lost to 
Milwaukee Bucks 123; 
Brooklyn Nets 117 lost to 
Toronto Raptors 123; 
Charlotte Hornets 121 lost to 
Utah Jazz 138. 


Daruvala grabs second 
spot for Mumbai Falcons 
ABU DHABI 

Mumbai Falcons’ Jehan 
Daruvala continued to sparkle 
in the Formula 3 Asian 
Championship, grabbing 
second place in Race 1 of the 
third round here at the Yas 
Marina International Circuit 
late on Saturday evening. This 
is his fourth consecutive 
podium finish over three 
nerve-wracking days. On 
Sunday, the last two races of 
the round will take place. 


Kadhe and Added win 
doubles title 

VILLENA (SPAIN) 

Arjun Kadhe and Dan Added 
of France beat Inigo Cervantes 
Huegun of Spain and Mark 
Vervoort of the Netherlands 
in the doubles final of the 
$25,000 ITF men's tennis 
tournament here. 

Other result: $15,000 ITF 
women, Monastir, Tunisia: 
Semifinals: Manon Arcangioli 
(Fra) bt Zeel Desai 6-4, 6-2. 
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ing batsman to make a dou- 
ble hundred in India since 
2010, the history-making 
Root continued to leave land- 
marks behind. 

And England, riding on 
Root’s 218 and a brutal 82 
from the powerful Ben 
Stokes — the two added 124 — 
was on a commanding 555 
for eight at close on day two 
at Chepauk. 

The pitch showed signs of 
wear and tear, where the ball 
often kicked up from the 
footmarks. 

Root’s monumental effort 
— he was finally prised out by 
one that straightened from 
left-arm spinner Shahbaz Na- 
deem — underlined his pow- 
ers of concentration. 


Hard man to dislodge 
He is a hard man to dislodge. 
And the right-left combina- 
tion of Root and Stokes kept 
India_ wicket-less before 
lunch. Picking length early, 
Root continued to impress. A 
scorching square cut of Jas- 
prit Bumrah caught the at- 
tention. He drove spinners in 
front of the wicket with 
authority. 

The left-handed Stokes’ 
duel with Ashwin was engag- 
ing. The big Englishman 


thrust his front leg forward 
and blasted the off-spinner 
straight for a six. Ashwin got 
one to dip, Stokes miscued 
but the bowler could not 
hang on to a tough return 
catch. Forceful on the on- 
side, Stokes remarkably 
bludgeoned Nadeem with 
slog-sweeps even as the bow- 
ler got the ball to jump from 
the footmarks. Stokes finally 
perished swinging at Na- 


Faheem and Rizwan 
revive Pakistan innings 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
RAWALPINDI 





The lower-order increased 
Pakistan’s lead to 200 runs 
against South Africa on the 
third day of the second and 
final Test on Saturday. 
All-rounder Faheem Ash- 
raf and Mohammad Rizwan 
featured in a 52-run sixth- 
wicket stand, guiding the 
hosts to 129-6 at stumps. 


Earlier, fast bowler Hasan 
Ali (5-54) helped the hosts 
dismiss South Africa for 201, 
a lead of 71. 


The scores: Pakistan 272 & 
129/6 in 51 overs (Azhar Ali 33, 
Mohd. Rizwan 28 batting, Fa- 
heem Ashraf 29, Linde 3/12)) 
vs South Africa 201 in 65.4 ov- 
ers (A. Markram 32, T. Bavuma 
44 n.o., Q. de Kock 29, W. Mul- 
der 33, Hasan Ali 5/54). 
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deem. There were useful 
contributions from Ollie 
Pope, Jos Buttler and Dom 
Bess as  England’s | tally 
swelled. 

And the consistent Ishant 
inched within a wicket of the 
300-mark castling Buttler 
and Jofra Archer with two 
sharp incoming deliveries. 

Interestingly, India lost all 
three reviews and when offie 
Washington Sundar got one 


Study in contrast: While Joe Root exhibited excellent technique and concentration, Ben Stokes was all power. =sportzpics/BCcc 


to drift and turn, found the 
edge of Buttler’s bat but saw 
his appeal being negated — 
replays confirmed the nick — 
India had run out of them. 

Washington, bowling with 
bite as the day progressed, 
was unlucky not to consume 
Bess, floored by Rohit Shar- 
ma at mid-wicket. 

It was that sort of a day for 
India. A day of missed oppor- 
tunities. 





I think there has 
been spin, bounce 
and reverse [Swing]. 
We just played really 
well, you have to 
give us credit. We 
gave ourselves a 
great opportunity to 
get in and score runs 
on. a pitch that is 
helping the bowlers 


STOKES 
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Hazare Trophy to begin on Feb. 20 


AMOL KARHADKAR 
MUMBAI 


The inter-State one-day 
cricket tournament for the 
Vijay Hazare Trophy will be 
played in seven cities from 
February 20 to March 14. 
While the venue for the 
knockouts is yet to be final- 
ised, the six group stages 
will be held at Surat, Indore, 
Bengaluru, Jaipur, Kolkata 
and Chennai. From the ve- 
nues that hosted the Mush- 





taq Ali Trophy last month, 
Mumbai and Vadodara have 
been replaced with Surat 
and Jaipur. 

The groups: Group A (Surat): 
Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Hydera- 
bad, Tripura, Baroda, Goa. 


Group B (Indore): Tamil Nadu, 


Punjab, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Vidarbha, Andhra 
Pradesh. 


Group C (Bengaluru): Karnata- 
ka, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Od- 
isha, Railways, Bihar. 


Russia books a meeting with Italy 


Medvedev, Rublev rally past Zverev, Struff; Spain falters without Nadal 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
MELBOURNE 


Daniil Medvedev battled 
back from a set down to top- 
ple Alexander Zverev and 
power Russia into the ATP 
Cup final here on Saturday. 
Russia will meet the Matteo 
Berrettini-led Italy. 

The World No. 4 had to 
dig deep against the German 
World No. 7, finally winning 
3-6, 6-3, 7-5 on his fourth 
match-point. 

He sealed the tie after An- 
drey Rublev, who won five 
ATP titles last year as he 
raced up the rankings, also 
pulled off a come-from-be- 





hind win, grinding down Jan- 
Lennard Struff 3-6, 6-1, 6-2. 
Italy beat last year's final- 
ists Spain, which again mis- 
sed the injured Rafael Nadal. 
The results: Semifinals: Russia 
bt Germany 2-1 [Andrey Rublev 
bt Jan-Lennard Struff 3-6, 6-1, 
6-2; Daniil Medvedev bt Alex- 
ander Zverev 3-6, 6-3, 7-5; Ev- 
geny Donskoy & Aslan Karatsev 
lost to Struff & Kevin Krawietz 
6-3, 7-6(2)]. 
Italy bt Spain 3-0 [Fabio Fogni- 
ni bt Pablo Carreno Busta 6-1, 
1-6, 6-4; Matteo Berrettini bt 
Roberto Bautista Agut 6-3, 7-5; 
Simone Bolelli & Andrea Vavas- 
sori w/o Busta & Marcel Gra- 
nollers]. 





behind to beat Jan-Lennard Struff in their ATP Cup rubber. =arp 


Villa beats sloppy Arsenal 


EURO LEAGUES 


REUTERS 
BIRMINGHAM 

An early goal from Ollie Wat- 
kins helped Aston Villa beat 
a sloppy Arsenal 1-0 on Sa- 
turday to move up to eighth 
in the Premier League, con- 
signing the visitors to a se- 
cond loss in as many games. 





The results: Premier League: 
Aston Villa 1 (Watkins 2) bt Ar- 
senal O; Burnley 1 (Gudmunds- 
son 53) drew with Brighton 1 
(Dunk 36); Newcastle 3 (Wil- 


Ankita bette 


SPORTS BUREAU 
GUWAHATI 


Uttarakhand’s Ankita Dhya- 
ni broke Sunita Rani’s un- 
der-20 women’s 5000m Na- 
tional record, clocking 
16:21.19s in the 36th National 
junior athletics champion- 
ships which began at the Sa- 
rusajai Stadium here on 
Saturday. 

Meanwhile Karnataka’s 
Pavana Nagaraj, daughter of 
national record holder Saha- 
na Kumari, raised the un- 
der-16 high jump National 
record by four centimetres 
to 1.73m while UP’s Anurag 
Singh Kaler (Uttar Pradesh) 
bettered the under-16 boys’ 
shot put National record 
with a 20.16 effort. Also 
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lock 16, Almiron 26, 45+4) bt 
Southampton 2 (Minamino 30, 
Ward-Prowse 48). 


LaLiga: Levante 2 (Morales 30, 
67) drew with Granada 2 (Ke- 
nedy 43, Soldado 90+2); Hues- 
ca 1 (Galan 48) lost to Real Ma- 
drid 2 (Varane 55, 84). 


Bundesliga: Bayer Leverkusen 
5 (Demirbay 18, 31, Bailey 56, 
Wirtz 68, Gray 84) bt Stuttgart 
2 (Kalajdzic 50, 77); Freiburg 2 
(Jeong 49, Schmid 52) bt Bo- 
russia Dortmund 1 (Moukoko 
76); Schalke O lost to RB Leip- 
zig 3 (Mukiele 45+2, Sabitzer 
73, Orban 87); Mainz 1 (Niak- 





Pavana Nagaraj. 
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


catching the eye was Kerala’s 
Ancy Sojan who won the un- 
der-20 women’s long jump 
with a 6.20m effort. 

The results (winners only): 
Boys: Under-20: 10,000m: M. 
Sathish Kumar (TN) 29:50.69s; 
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hate 22-pen) bt Union Berlin O; 
Augsburg O lost to Wolfsburg 2 
(Weghorst 38, Baku 59). 

Serie A: Atalanta 3 (llicic 14, 
Gosens 19, Muriel 21) drew with 
Torino 3 (Belotti 42, Bremer 
45+1, Bonazzoli 84); Sassuolo 1 
(Caputo 25) lost to Spezia 2 
(Erlic 39, Oyasi 78). 

Friday: LaLiga: Alaves 1 (Joselu 
66) bt Real Valladolid O. 
Bundesliga: Hertha Berlin O 
lost to Bayern Munich 1 (Coman 
21). 

Serie A: Fiorentina O lost to In- 
ter Milan 2 (Barella 31, Persic 
52): 


nis mark 


Long jump: Jeswin Aldrin (TN) 
747m; Javelin: Rohit Yadav 
(UP) 77.86m. 

Under-18: Javelin: Vivek Kumar 
(MP) 72.83m. 

Under-16: Shot put: Anurag 
Singh Kaler (UP) 20.16m NR, 
OR 18.05m, Adhish Ghildiyal, 
2017); Discus: Ram Narayan 
(Del) 53.17m. 

Girls: Under 20: 5000m: Anki- 
ta Dhyani (Utk) 16:21.19s NR, 
OR 16:21.59, Sunita Rani, Cata- 
nia, 1997); Long jump: Ancy 
Sojan (Ker) 6.20m. 

Under-18: Long jump: Agasara 
Nandini (Tel) 5.80m. 
Under-16: High jump: Pavana 
Nagaraj (Kar) 1.73m NR, OR 
1.669m, Kavya  Muthanna, 
2003); Long jump: Sabita Top- 
po (Odi) 5.59m; Shot put: Ru- 
basri Krishnamoorthi (TN) 
14.35m. 


Group D (Jaipur): Delhi, Mum- 


bai, Maharashtra, Himachal 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Pondicherry. 


Group E (Kolkata): Bengal, 
Services, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Saurashtra, Haryana, 
Chandigarh. 

Plate (Chennai): Uttarakhand, 
Assam, Nagaland, Meghalaya, 
Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Mizoram, Sikkim. 

The dates: League stage: Feb. 
20 to March 1; Knockouts: 
March 7 to 14. 


Root's distinction 


@ Root's 218 is the highest by 
a visiting batsman at 
Chepauk, surpassing Dean 
Jones' 210 in the 1986 Tied 
Test 


SCOREBOARD 


ENGLAND — 1ST INNINGS 
Rory Burns c Pant b Ashwin 33 
(60b, 2x4), Dom Sibley lbw b 
Bumrah 87 (286b, 12x4), Dan 
Lawrence lbw b Bumrah O (5b), 
Joe Root lbw b Nadeem 218 
(377b, 19x4, 2x6), Ben Stokes c 
Pujara b Nadeem 82 (1785, 
10x4, 3x6), Ollie Pope lbw b 
Ashwin 34 (895, 3x4), Jos But- 
tler b Ishant 30 (57b, 5x4), Dom 
Bess (batting) 28 (84b, 5x4), 
Jofra Archer b Ishant O (1b), 
Jack Leach (batting) 6 (285, 
1x4); Extras (b-2, lb-16, nb-19): 
37; Total (for eight wkts. in 180 
overs): 555. 

FALL OF WICKETS 
1-63 (Burns, 23.5 overs), 2-63 
(Lawrence, 25.4), 3-263 (Sibley, 
89.3), 4-387 (Stokes, 126.1), 5- 
473 (Pope, 152.2), 6-477 (Root, 
153.6), 7-525 (Buttler, 169.2), 8- 
525 (Archer, 169.3). 

INDIA BOWLING 
Ishant 27-7-52-2, Bumrah 31-4- 
81-2, Ashwin 50-5-132-2, Na- 
deem 44-4-167-2, Washington 
26-2-98-0. 





‘Ishant’s 
wickets lifted 
the team’ 


S. DIPAK RAGAV 
CHENNAI 


After another day of toil, 
left-arm spinner Shahbaz 
Nadeem said that there 
were no demons in the 
pitch and backed India’s 
batsmen to score heavily. 

“The pitch has not un- 
dergone much change af- 
ter the first two days,” said 
Nadeem. There is just a bit 
of rough that can create 
problems for the left-han- 
ders. Other than that, the 
pitch is still quite good for 
batting. I am sure our bat- 
smen will also score a huge 
total.” 

Explaining what the 
team tried to do on the se- 
cond day, Nadeem said, “If 
you go for wickets, you can 
give away runs on this 
pitch. Our plan was to bowl 
in good areas. If the bat- 
sman plays a false shot, 
you have a chance to get a 
wicket.” 

The Jharkhand player al- 
so added that Ishant Shar- 
ma’s wickets of Jos Buttler 
and Jofra Archer in the last 
session helped the morale 
of the team. “Ishant’s wick- 
ets were crucial. When you 
get wickets like that, it 
uplifts the team,” he said. 





Mominul, Mehidy shine 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
CHATTOGRAM 
Captain Mominul Haque hit 
his 10th Test century and 
off-spinner Mehidy Hasan 
continued his good form for 
Bangladesh on the fourth 
day of the first Test against 
West Indies on Saturday. 

Mominul's 115 — reaching 
the 3,000 runs milestone in 
the process — helped Ban- 
gladesh set a fearsome 395- 
run target for the West 
Indies. 





At the end of the day, the 
visitors had reached 110 for 
three, with debutants Kyle 
Mayers (37) and Nkrumah 
Bonner (15) at the crease. 
Mehidy Hasan claimed all 
the three wickets. 


The scores: Bangladesh 430 & 
223/8 decl. in 67.5 overs (Mo- 
minul Haque 115, Liton Das 69; 
Cornwall 3/81, Gabriel 3/37, 
Warrican 3/57) vs West Indies 
259 & 110/3 in 40 overs (Kyle 
Mayers batting 37; Mehidy Ha- 
san 3/52). 


Muguruza sets up final against Barty 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
MELBOURNE 





Two-time Grand Slam win- 
ner Garbine Muguruza 
crushed Marketa Vondrou- 
sova for the loss of just one 
game on Saturday to set up a 
Yarra Valley Classic final 
with World No. 1 Ashleigh 


Barty. 
Last year's Australian 
Open finalist Muguruza 


smashed 20 winners and 
broke the 2ist-ranked Von- 
drousova's serve five times 
en route to a 6-1, 6-O win in 
53 minutes. She has shown 
the form that put her atop 
the rankings in 2017, drop- 
ping just 10 games in four 
matches so far including her 





Garbine Muguruza. 
= GETTY IMAGES 


quarterfinal thrashing of So- 
fia Kenin — her conqueror in 
last year's Australian Open 
final. 

The results: Yarra Valley Clas- 
sic: Semifinal: Garbine Mugu- 


Lightning Bolt should score hat-trick 


HYDERABAD: Lightning Bolt, who 
has won two races very well dur- 
ing this Hyderabad racing season, 
is in rousing form and should 
score a hat-trick in the Peddapalli 
Plate, the chief event of Sunday’s 
(February 7) races. 

Rails will be announced one hour 
before the first race. 


GANGOTRI PLATE (Div. IID) 
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45 (Cat. 
III) — 1.45 p.m.: 1. Explosive (13) 
Mukesh Kumar 60.5, 2. Angel Te- 
soro (9) Kuldeep Singh 58, 3. 
Trump Star (7) Suraj Narredu 56.5, 
4. Blissful (5) Nakhat Singh 56, 5. 
Blazing Speed (2) Ajeeth Kumar 
55.5, 6. Star Dancer (3) Kiran 
Naidu 54, 7. Echoes Of Heaven (12) 
Santosh Raj N.R. 53.5, 8. Viking 
Sun (11) Md. Ismail 53.5, 9. Tapatio 
(6) Surya Prakash 53, 10. Berkeley 
(8) R. Laxmikanth 52.5, 11. Star 
Babe (4) Akshay Kumar 52, 12. 
Fantastic Show (10) B.R. Kumar 
51.5, 13. Glendale (14) P. Gaddam 
51.5 and 14. Let It Be Me (1) G. 
Naresh 51.5. 
1. STAR DANCER, 2. TRUMP STAR, 3. 
EXPLOSIVE 


ARISTOCRAT PLATE (1,400m), 

Maiden, 3-y-o only (Cat. II) — 2. 
15: 1. Best Buddy (9) Nakhat Singh 
56, 2. Indian Glory (1) Mukesh Ku- 
mar 56, 3. Jean Lafette (14) 
Kuldeep Singh 56, 4. Salisbury (6) 
Suraj Narredu 56, 5. Space Walk (2) 
B.R. Kumar 56, 6. Sye Ra (3) Surya 
Prakash 56, 7. Yesterday (11) R. 
Laxmikanth 56, 8. Allah Rakhi (4) 
Md. Ismail 54.5, 9. Ashwa Pishkin 
(13) Trevor 54.5, 10. Key To Time 
(8) Koushik 54.5, 11. Mehrnoosh (5) 
P. Gaddam 54.5, 12. Muaser (12) P. 
Sai Kumar 54.5, 13. New Look (10) 
Kiran Naidu 54.5 and 14. Spectacu- 
lar Cruise (7) Akshay Kumar 54.5. 
1. ASHWA PUSHKIN, 2. SALISBURY, 
3. SPECTACULAR CRUISE 


DECCAN PRINCE PLATE (Div. I) 

(1,400m), rated 40 to 65 (Cat. 
II) — 2.45: 1. British Empress (12) 
Akshay Kumar 60, 2. Dandy Man 
(10) Trevor 58, 3. Red Snaper (2) 
Kiran Niadu 55, 4. That’s My Magic 
(1) Md. Ismail 55, 5. Beyond Limits 
(5) Gopal Singh 54.5, 6. Rhythm 


Selection (3) P. Sai Kumar 54.5, 7. 
Zamora (8) Kuldeep Singh 54, 8. 
Mr. Shanghai (7) B.R. Kumar 53.5, 
9. Loch Stella (9) C.P. Bopanna 53, 
10. N RI Heights (4) Abhay Singh 
53, ll. Cincia Azzurra (6) P. Gad- 
dam 52, 12. Miss Marvellous (13) G. 
Naresh 51.5 and 13. Ulysses (11) 
Ajeeth Kumar 51.5. 

1. DANDY MAN, 2. N RI HEIGHTS, 3. 
BRITISH EMPRESS 


SUNNY BLOSSOM PLATE 
(2,000m), rated 20 to 45 (Cat. 
III) — 3. 15: 1. Gusty Look (11) Rohit 
Kumar 60.5, 2. Advance Guard (6) 
P. Sai Kumar 59, 3. Buttonwood (7) 
Koushik 58.5, 4. Saffron Art (1) 
Suraj Narredu 57.5, 5. Francis Ba- 
con (12) R. Laxmikanth 56.5, 6. 
Eagle Bluff (9) Akshay Kumar 55, 7. 
Aerial Combat (4) Santosh Raj N.R. 
54.5, 8. N R I Touch (8) Abhay 
Singh 54, 9. Mt. Davidson (5) 
Kuldeep Singh 53, 10. Grand Finale 
(10) B.R. Kumar 52.5, 11. Lightning 
Fairy (14) Md. Ismail 52, 12. Melting 
Ice (2) Nakhat Singh 52, 13. Forever 
Bond (3) Ajeeth Kumar 51 and 14. 
Sun Dancer (13) Surya Prakash 50. 
1. GUSTY LOOK, 2. SAFFRON ART, 3. 
EAGLE BLUFF 


5 GANGOTRI PLATE (Div. [) 
(1,200m), rated 20 to 45 (Cat. 
III) — 3.45: 1. Linewiler (1) Deepak 
Singh 61, 2. Green Turf (4) Akshay 
Kumar 59, 3. Southern Princess (8) 
Trevor 57, 4. Whiskey Martini (14) 
Mukesh Kumar 56.5, 5. Certitude 
(9) Suraj Narredu 56, 6. Hurricane 
(13) B.R. Kumar 55.5, 7. Classy 
Dame (12) Abhay Singh 55, 8. Thrill 
Of Power (10) Koushik 53.5, 9. 
O’Brien (6) Md. Ismail 53, 10. Sub- 
lime (7) Santosh Raj N.R. 53, 11. 
Shivalik Meadow (11) Ajeeth Kumar 
52, 12. Air Salute (5) G. Naresh 51.5, 
13. Lorena (3) R.S. Jodha 51.5 and 
14. Felix Flame (2) P. Gaddam 50. 

1. GREEN TURF, 2. WHISKEY MAR- 
TINI, 3. CERTITUDE 


DECCAN PRINCE PLATE (Div. II) 

(1,400m), rated 40 to 65 (Cat. 
Il) — 4.15: 1. N R I Symbol (10) 
Deepak Singh 60, 2. Blazer (4) 
Kiran Naidu 57.5, 3. Balius (5) 
Abhay Singh 56.5, 4. Ayur Shakti 
(6) Ajeeth Kumar 54.5, 5. Max (12) 
& 
e 


G. Naresh 54.5, 6. Lockhart (7) P. 
Sai Kumar 54, 7. Forever Splend- 
our (3) Trevor 53.5, 8. Crazy Horse 
(8) Akshay Kumar 53, 9. Mystery (1) 
Santosh Raj N.R. 53, 10. Dunkirk 
(9) Kuldeep Singh 52.5, 11. Mark My 
Day (2) B.R. Kumar 52.5 and 12. 
Kamyar (11) Gopal Singh 51.5. 

1. FOREVER SPLENDOUR, 2. CRAZY 
HORSE, 3. KAMYAR 


PEDDAPALLI PLATE (1,400m), 

rated 60 to 85 (Cat. II) — 4.45: 1. 
Lightning Bolt (8) Trevor 60, 2. 
Prince Valiant (9) Surya Prakash 
60, 3. Agni (1) Suraj Narredu 59.5, 
4. Sovet Pride (7) Akshay Kumar 
58, 5. Artistryy (5) Mukesh Kumar 
57.5, 6. Havelock Cruise (3) B.R. 
Kumar 57.5, 7. Long Range (13) 


Ajeeth Kumar 57, 8. Mark My Word 


(6) C.P. Bopanna 56.5, 9. That’s My 
Class (11) Md. Ismail 55.5, 10. Star- 
light (2) P. Sai Kumar 55, 11. 
Destined Dynamite (12) R. Manish 
54.5, 12. Southern Legacy (4) San- 


tosh Raj N.R. 53.5 and 13. Ashwa 
Yashobali (10) P. Gaddam 52.5. 


1. LIGHTNING BOLT, 2. AGNI, 3. 
SOVET PRIDE 


STORM TROOPER PLATE 
(1,600m), rated up to 25 (Cat. 

III) — 5.15: 1. Alexanderthegreat (9) 
B.R. Kumar 60, 2. Astronaut (12) R. 
Laxmikanth 60, 3. Detonator (3) 
Rohit Kumar 60, 4. Kapell Bruke 
(14) Deepak Singh 60, 5. Queen 
Blossom (2) Kiran Naidu 60, 6. 
Greek Soul (6) Mukesh Kumar 
59.5, 7. Prime Gardenia (11) Ajeeth 
Kumar 59.5, 8. Princess Shana (10) 
Surya Prakash 59, 9. Hip Hop (5) 
Kuldeep Singh 58.5, 10. Cephalo- 
nia (1) G. Naresh 58, 11. Bedazzled 
(13) Koushik 57.5, 12. Kintsugi (4) 


Abhay Singh 56.5, 13. A Hundred 


Echoes (8) Akshay Kumar 56 and 
14. Shanu Shanu (7) Nakhat Singh 
5b: 

1. KINTSUGI, 2. A HUNDRED 
ECHOES, 3. KAPELL BRUKE 

Day’s Best: FOREVER SPLENDOUR 


Jackpot: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8. 


Treble: (i) 1, 2 & 3; (ii) 3, 4 & 5; iii) 
6,7&8. 

Mini Jackpot: (i) 2, 3, 4 & 5. (ii) 5, 6, 
7&8. 


BD 





ruza bt Marketa Vondrousova 
6-1, 6-0. 

Gippsland Trophy: Semifinals: 
Kaia Kanepi bt Ekaterina Alex- 
androva 6-3, 7-6(6); Elise Mer- 
tens w/o bt Naomi Osaka. 
Grampians Trophy: Quarterfi- 
nals: Maria Sakkari bt Ange- 
lique Kerber 6-4, 6-2; Anett 
Kontaveit w/o Victoria Azaren- 
ka; Jennifer Brady bt Barbora 
Krejcikova 7-6(5), 6-4; Ann Li 
bt Sorana Cirstea 6-3, 6-1. 

ATP Murray River Open: Semi- 
finals: Daniel Evans bt Jeremy 
Chardy 6-2, 6-2; Felix Auger- 
Aliassime bt Corentin Moutet 
6-1, 6-2 

Great Ocean Road Open: Semi- 
finals: Stefano Travaglia bt 
Thiago Monteiro 6-3, 6-4; Jan- 
nik Sinner bt Karen Khachanov 
7-6(4), 4-6, 7-6(4). 


_ ATIXMB coasts 
past Odisha 





Cera 


Manvir Singh. =sportzpics/ist 


SPORTS BUREAU 


TK Mohun = Bagan 

(ATKMB) has often 
been criticised for not liv- 
ing up to its potential in 
front of goal and for being 
content with 1-O wins. Ho- 
wever, none of the flak the 
Mariners have been sub- 
jected to mattered on Sa- 
turday as they coasted to a 
thumping 4-1 win over Od- 
isha FC in the Indian Super 
League at the GMC Stadi- 
um in Bambolim. 

Manvir Singh and Roy 

Krishna were the architects 
of the victory as they 
struck a brace each to en- 
sure ATKMB_ remained 
within three points of ta- 
ble-topper Mumbai City. 
The result: Odisha FC 1 (Cole 
Alexander 45+2) lost to ATK 
Mohun Bagan 4 (Manvir Singh 
11, 54, Roy Krishna 83-pen, 
86). 
Sunday’s matches: Jamshed- 
pur vs East Bengal, 5 p.m.; 
Hyderabad vs NEUFC, 7.30 
p.m. 


A ND-NDE 


